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Extraét from the Republick of Letters for 
the Month of October, 1736. Pag. 310. 


- S thefe Volumes were profeffedly intended . 
| “ for Amufement, fo they are very well- 
calculated to anfwer that Purpofe. But really 
the Reader, who is not very carelefs and fuper- 
| ficial, will not mifs in them of Inftruétion, tho’ 
| couch’d under very diverting Relations. Mirth 
. “ gives a del ghtful Relifh to Wifdom, and if it ts 
* not too much cloyed, it nourifhes never the lefs 
** for being fo recommended to the Palate. The 
‘Author of this entertaining Work has drawn a 
‘great Diverfity of Characters, and furnifh’d us 


ge 


‘ with a thoufand diverting Incidents. He delights 
à **-our Imaginations, and our Underftandings are 
| ‘€ never the worfe for it; nay it will be our own 


‘* Faults if they are not fome way improv’d. Here 


we may find a Multitude of Things to pleafe, 
‘ but not any Thing to pervert: to charm the 
‘Fancy, without depraving the Morals, or fhock- 
** ing the Virtue of the moft innocent. 


: ‘ Thefe Volumes may be contidered as the Per- 
E: “« formance ‘of an excellent Painter: A Collection 
4 * of curious Portraits, réprefenting the true Beau- 
. ‘“ tires of the fatr Sex, as well as Prudes or Co- 


LAS 


quets, Beaux or Caxcombs, ‘The Author has 
Er: ‘* fbewn himielf a Mafter of his Art, and exprefs’d 
He ** the Features to Perfection. 
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Les Amufemens de Spa: 
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_ Co NTAINING | 
The Nature of the feveral SPRINGS, 
with their SiIncuLtar Virtues and Uses. 
The Reafons (befides that of drinking the Waters 
why they are frequented’ by People of 
the frfi Qualit 


The various Diversions ait ee 
of the Place. 

Many Secret Histories and ADVENTURES 
of the principal Perfons reforting to it. 
Intermixt with innumerable Strokes of the moft 
refined Wit, Humour, Gaiety, Sc. 

The whole adorn’d 
With Thirteen COPPER PLATES, 

finely engrav’d, reprefenting the Town of S PAW, 
with the. feveral FounTatns, CASCADES, 


Wazxs, and AVENUES in the Neighbourhood 
of that CELEBRATED. VILLAGE. | 


Tranflated from the Original FRENCH. 
The Seconp Eprrion. 


In Two VoLuMEs. 


LONDON, 
Printed for and fold by Warp and Cuanprer at the Sbip 


juft without Temple-Bar, and at their Shops in Vorx and 
ScarsorouGH. M DCC XXXVIL 


FO THE 


Ricur HONOURABLE 
MARTIN BLADEN, Eh; 
ONE OF THE. | 


Lords Commiffioners of Trade. 
and Plantations, GH, GH, 


og ERMIT, Me, Sir, as. 
AUS the Son of a Gentleman, 
= who ftands indebted to 
gj You for along Train of 
"" fucceflive Obligations, to: 
prefer the firft Fruits of my Labours 
in.a publick Way, to Your Patronage, 
and to make them the Means of 
conveying the Thanks of a grateful. 
Family, for a continued Chain of 
Favours. Had my Author been equal. 
to Cefar, and like Cz/ar had efcaped 
Injury in the Tranflation, the Of 
fering had correfponded better to your 
À 2 Merit 


DEDICATION. 
Merit and to my Defires However., 
Sir, be pleated to pardon my eager! 
Withes, in taking the firft Opportu= 
nity of pouring out the Fullnefs off 
a grateful Heart. 

Iw the cuftomary Stile of Dedica-- 
tions (tho’ with more Sincerity than: 
is ufual on thofe Occafions) I could. 
attempt to give a faint Idea of your 
Virtues ; but I fhail be cautious how 
I offend your Modefty, and therefore 
only beg Leave to fubfcribe myfelf, 
with great Refped, 


Felftead in Effex, SIR, 
Oeeber 51113 — Your moft devoted 
And moft obedient 


Humble Servant, 


Hans DE VEIL. 
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MP) HE Reputation of the Mineral 
ma VWaters at Spa, is fo generally 
known that i have no Defign of 
MS recounting their Properties, or of 
SS Weer praifing their Virtues. A Detail 

GSES) of that Kind, which directly falls 
withi the Compafs of Phyfick, ufeful as ir might 
be upon angther Occafion, wou’d be impertinenc 
in a. Work which. promifes nothing but Amufe- 


tment. In themean Time, I don’t intend to ex- 


cufe myfelf from communicating the little Obfer- 
vations which [made there, or the Cures which 
T was Wituéf ‘0. T fhall only endeavour to avoid 


the’Stile of a Phyfician; and when the Subject 
naturally leads nie to mention the Qualities of 


thote Spri 35, IT ‘hall always do it inrelligibly, 
and fuitable. to the common Level; becaufe the 
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C2] 
chief Aim of this Book is, by defcribing the Re- 
creations which I found at Spa, to give a general 
Notion of the Diverfions there to thofe whom a 
View to Health, or a View to Pleafure, may in- 
vite thither. : 


To meafure the Delights of others by my own, 
X think there are few Places where a Seafon can 
be more agreeably pafs’d. The Inhabitants of 
Spa are courteous to Strangers of whatfoever Na. 
tion, and are induftrious in fupplying ’em with a 
thoufand Conveniencies : And tho’ they are well 
paid for their little Services, yet the Stranger 
pays without Regret, becaufe they render thofe 
Services with fuch Complacency, and with an Air 
as affectionate, as if the Foreigner were of their 
own Family. There we live in perfect Liberty 
of Behaviour, of Sentiment and Manners, which 
immediately communicates itfelf to Strangers, and 
is feldom abus’d: The Union appears exceeding 
ftriét, and altho’ it’s founded on Polifh and good 
Breeding only, yet an uncommon Affability ex- 


eludes all Conftraint. | 


There, as well as every where elfe, are fome- 
times found morofe and unfociable Tempers, but 
inftead of exafperating and infulting ‘em, every 
Body ftrives to wean ‘em from their Brutality, or 
at leaft they are regarded with Compaflion, and 
confider’d as Incurables : This Fellow-feeling is 
the more natural, becaufe all who come to Spa are 
‘proud of being thought Invalids ; and this Foible 
eftablifhes a kind of Tendernefs among thofe who 
drink the Waters, which inclines °em to a Com- 
paffion for the little Extravagance of others. I 
. have feen fome who have ftood in Need of this 
Indulgence, but on the other Hand I had the 
Advantage of finding there very amiable Perfons 
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of either Sex, with whom I enjoy’d a charming 
Familiarity. We became immediately acquainted 
and convers’d together, during the Seafon, with 
as much Franknefs and Affection, as if we had 
been attach’d for Life. ‘Thefe Perfons were 
equally confiderable for their Birth and Merit : 
Pleafure only and Recreation had entic’d ‘em to 
Spa: And as my Journey thither was with the 
fame Intent, we ftudied to make the Regimen of 
the Waters as agreeable to us as poflible. We 
feemed to have been created for one another. 
The Sympathy of our Tempers, and the Corref. 
pondence of our Characters, had eftablifh’d a- 
mong us that Opennefs of Heart which endears 
Society : So that we found a thoufand Sweets in 
an Intercourfe of mutual Confidence, and the re- 
ciprocal Communication of our Adventures. As 
all the Pleafures at Spa depend on thefe Intima- 
cies, every one takes Care to adapt his Compan 
to his Tafte ; and this Liberty of aflociating 
as Inclination direéts, perhaps attraéts more 
Company to Spa, than the Virtue of it’s Wa- 
ters. Bi 


°Tis true, the Roads thither promife nothing 
very delightful. In travelling to Spa, either by 
Liege, or by 4ix-la-Chapelle, which are not above 
fix or feven Leagues from it, the Way lies 
chiefly through uncultivated Defarts, and thof al 
moft rocky. There are nothing burt Mountains on 
every Side, which fucceed one another, and over 
which Travellers have made fome imperfect Trae 
ces of a Road: The Rains and the ‘T'empefts, 
which are frequent there, even make the Paflage 
fometimes dangerous, by rolling down great 
Stones from the Precipices. The Coachmen of 
the Country are themfelves often at a Lofs, be- 
caufe the Tracts are defaced between Seafon and - 

B 


2 Seafon; 


fig he 


Seafon ; at leaft this was the Cafe of the Coach- 
man whom I took at Liege, and he alledg’d that 
Excufe, which I thought plaufible enough. 


But as Nature has it’s Charms ia every Shape, 
thefe Rocks, fo inconvenient to Carriages, diffufe 
a diftant Grace upon the Road; they are in Truth 
Piles of unwrought Marble, and incapable of be. 
ing polifh’d; and yet, rugged as they are, they 
form a Variety of Colours, which entertains the 
Eye; particularly when the Morning Dew, ora 
gentle Shower opens to the View thofe cloudy 
Ke which the Duft had concealed. I don’t 
deny that the Road (efpecially beyond Liege) is 
fatiguing ; but in my Judgment, whoever has a 
‘Tafte to the Beauty of Landicape, will find his 
Pain fufficiently recompenc’d by entertaining 
Profpects. 


For my Part, I frequently ftopp’d my Chariot, 
to confider the charming Points of View form’d 
from Time to Time by the Approach of oppofite 
Mountains. I was agreably furpriz’d that a wild 
Afcent at beft, cover’d with Heath, appear’d to 
me at a Diftance as a Parterre, whofe Enamel and 
irregular Tufts of Trees charm’d the Sight; and 
that an Object fo agreeable in Perfpective fhou'd 
prove a frighttul Precipice on the Spot. 


This Vicifitude of View is frequent on the 
Road ; which becomes more rugged as it 
leads nearer to Spa. In fome Places it’s very 
fteep, and appears dangerous, and the Valleys 
beneath difcover a frightful Depth. The Roads 
cut through the Mountains neareft the ‘Town 
have this further Inconvenience, that Carriages 
of but a moderate Breadth can hardly pafs; my 
Berlin wasa Proof of this: It was fo engaged 

between 


ie 

between two Sides of a Rock, that it had certaint- 
ly been fhatter’d to Pieces, if the Coachman had 
not very feafonably ftoppd his Horfes. This 
Accident taught me that it’s fafeR to travel with 
the Conveniencies and Horfes of the Country, 
and this Advice may be ufeful to thofe whomight 
otherwife prefer their own Equipage. 


The Situation of Spa keeps the ‘Traveller in a 
tedious Impatience of difcovering the Town, 
which does not appear till at the Diftance of near 
a Mile ; it’s built at the Bottom of a Valley, 
clofely fhut in with Mountains, which confine it 
on every Side. Ir feems difpos’d, as if Nature, 
jealous of the Treafures which fhe has placed 
there, had drein’d her Stores to fortify the Ave- 
nues toit; or were refolv’d that the Bleflings, 
which fhe lavifhes there, fhou’d be purchas’d 7 
Hazzards, which give an additional Sweetnefs. 
In fhort, by whatever way the ‘Traveller arrives 
there, he finds himfelf forc'd to pay kind of Hom- 
mage to the Town at it’s firft Appearance, by be- 
ing oblig’d to alight. Particularly the Defcent 
from the Side of Liege has fomething in it fo 
frightful, that it wou’d be imprudent to keep the 
Coach, and rafh to re-enter it “till at the Foot of 
the Mountain. 


The firft Obje& which there prefents itfelf is 
the only one whofe Approach and diftant Profseét 
aftord nothing charming; that is, fome beggarly 
Cortages, which infpire a Prejudice not much to 
the Advantage of a Place fo remarkable for it’s 
Pleafures. And that Heap of Rubbifh, which is 
call’d The Old Spa, is properly but the Suburbs 
of the Town, and is inhabited by Beggars only, 
who let loof Swarms of Infants upon Strangers, 
| B 3 in 
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in order to wreft Alms from ‘em by the Force of 
Clamour and Importunity. 


Vl freely own that the Wretchednefs of thefe 
Houles prepar’d me for the Simplicity of thofe in 
the Centre of the Town. They are all built of 
Wood, old fafhion’d, dark and very fmall. Nei- 
ther do I think the Number of ’em above two 
Hundred, tho’ they have affur’d me that Spa 
furnifhes eleven or twelve hundred Beds for 
Strangers. However the View is advantageous to 
this little Town, which from afar feems abun- 
dantly larger than itis. ‘The Church of the Ca- 
puchins, and that of the Parifh, both plac’d upon 
Eminences, happily contribute to that Advan- 
tage; but notwithftanding all this, I fancy it 
muft be a frightful Place in Winter. 


Indeed it was in it’s Luftre when I arriv’d 
there; it was the 2d of July, 1729. Talighted 
at the Court of London. ‘This is without Difpute 
the largeft and moft commodious Inn in the Place, 
and is the moft frequented too. I found that fe- 
veral Perfons of Diitinétion were already there, 
and at the Fortnight’s End we form’d a Table of 
Thirty, which was decently ferv’d there agreeably 
to the feveral T'aftes of France, England and Hol- 
Jand. ‘The Variety of Mefles and Ragouts, in 
which that Houfe excells, engage People of thofe 
Nations, who generally conftitute there the moft 
confiderable Part of the Company. 


As I arriv’d late, and found myfelf fatigu’d, I 
faw no Body that Day, neither did I know any 
Body. I employ’d the Evening in learning of my 
Hoft in what Manner Strangers liv’d there, the 
Method of Diverfions, the Hour of Vifiting, and 
the Quality of thofe who were there, and in fhort 

whatever 
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whatever I thought conducive to the Pleafure I 
came in Search of. After thefe Queftions, § 
went to Supper in my Chamber, becaufe having 
feveral Letters to write, I defign’d to difengage 
my felf immediately, in order to give myfelf up en- 
tirely to Pleafare. This Bufinefs employ’d me 
till Night was pretty far advanc’d, and I went 
to Bed late, fully refolv’d to make the next 
Morning repay me fome Hours of Repofe. 


This Refolution was a fufficient Proof of my 
Ignorance in the Regimen at Spa. As foon as it 
was Day-Light I found myfelf difturb’d by an in- 
diftinét Noife, which came from every Part of 
the Houfe, and immediately fpread irfelf through 
the Town. The Doors bounc’d, and the Win- 
dows clatter’d, and I cou’d hear ‘em talk, langh- 
ing and trampling in the Street, as if it were 
Noon ; and to this confas’d Noife was join’d the 
Neighing of Horfes, and the rattling of Coaches. 
Unacquainted as 1 was with the Caufe of this 
Emotion, I never imagin’d that fuch early Hours 
cou’d be obferv’d in a Place facred only to Plea- 
fure and Health ; and I fufpeéted that fome Acci- 
dent had happen’d. There was fome Conflict be- 
tween this Noife and my Inclination to Sleep ; 
but it was impoffible to conquer the Difturbance. 
I lodg’d next the Street, and almoft oppofite to 
the Fountain. Iquitted my Bed, and going to 
the Window, was all Amazement to fee abun- 
dance of Men and Women already bufy in drink- 
ing and walking. 


Tho’ it was not yet Six o’Clock, I reproach’d 
myfelf with Lazinefs, and had indeed loft the 
moft agreeable Part of the Day. However, I 
found fome Compenfation in remarking the per- 
petual Motion of the Drinkers. Their Gaiety 
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charm'd me, the Undrefs of the Ladies had fome- 
thing in it fo genteel, that I thought myfelf in a 
new World, where every one contributed to the 
Delight of the reft. This Croud of Perfons fo 
different in Tempers, and without doubt in Qua- 
lity too, feem’d to me animated with the fame 
Spirit: They were all united too by a common 
Badge ; the Ladies had at their Girdle a Medal, 
which the Gentlemen faften’d to a Button hole, I 
knew neither the Name nor the Ufe of it, but 
imagin’d it befpoke fome Droll Order of Knight- 
hood; but I foon learnt that ic was a fmall Ivory 
Dial, mark’d with fixteen Points, to fhew how 
many Glafles the Perfon had drank, which are 
feldom fewer than fixteen, which Number ufually 
amounts to two large Bottles. The Hand of this 
Dial is mov’d a Point at the Return of the Glafs. 
*Tis eafy to imagine all the little Follies which 
this Exercife gives Rife to. This Sight enter- 
tain’d me fo agreeably, that I fpent an Hour in 
obferving it, without difpofing myfelf to drefs ; 
however, I call’d my Servant, in order to put me 
in a Condition of a fuller Enjoyment. 


I was foon drefs’d, and was upon the Point of 
fallying forth, when my Man inform’d me that 
two Capuchins were come to vifit me. One of 
"em was the Rev. Father the Superiour, who 
came to congratulate me in the Name of his Con- 
vent, and to promife me the Prayers of all their 
Reverences for the good Succefs of my Waters, 
This good Father feem’d to me one of thofe art- 
ful Monks, who are grown white beneath the 
Cloak and Wallet, and have acquir’d great Excel- 
Jence in begging, without violating their Profef- 
fion. After the firft Compliments, lie profer’d 
me the Ufe of their Garden, and of all that be- 
Jong’d to em; But he foon gave me to under- 
j | | ftand 


l'a 
ftand that I fhould find nothing but a Scene of 
Poverty there, that the Seafon of the Waters was 
the only Support of their Cloifter, and that with- 
out the Benevolence of Strangers they fhou'd 
want Suftenance during the Refidue of the Year. 
We act like the #yr, fays he, and owe our Win- 


ter Subfiftence to our Summer Provifion. The 


Clofe of his Speech fufficiently explain’d to me 
the Intent of his Vifit; but as I contented my- 
felf with applauding their Providence, the fubtle 
Monk prevented the ObjeCtion which I was go- 
ing to make him, with Regard to the Statute of 
their Order, which forbids ‘em to receive or 
touch Money; he nam’d to me an antient Maz 
tron (whom he call’d Notre mere Syndigue, if 1 re- 
member right) with whom Strangers depofited 
what they defign’d for the Convent. What fur- 
priz’d me moft in his Converfation was, that he 
frequently made ufe of my Name and Title, and 
talk’d to me as one acquainted with my Affairs. 
I let him know my Aftonifhment at ic: He an- 
fwer’d me in general Terms only, but with fo 
myfterious an Air as inclined me to believe that 
he had a more particular Knowledge of me ; and 
undoubtedly to avoid the clearing up of that 
Doubt, this pleafant Piece of Reverence left me 
with abundance of Congeés. | 


This Air of Acquaintance gave me the Curio- 
fity of enquiring whence this Monk came, that I 
might guefs how his Knowledge of me was de- 
riv'd. . The People of the Honfe could not an- 
fwer my Enquiries in the firft Point, but in the 
other they gave me Satisfaction. ‘They inform’d 
me that thefe Reverend Fathers retain in their | 
Pay a cunning Boy, whofe Office it is, during the 
Seafon, to obferve the Arrival of Strangers. Ag 
feon as he {ees a Coach come, he follows it ro the 
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Houfe where it ftops, and mingling himfelf with 
the Servants, under Pretence of helping “em to 
carry their Luggage, he reads the Direétions of 
the Boxes, and by the Help of fome Information 
from the Domefticks, he learns immediately the 
Name, the Quality, and even the Diforder of 
thofe who arrive. Full of this Difcovery he pofts 
to inftrucé his Mafters, who feldom defer to the 
mext Day a Compliment fuitable to the Perfons 
they vifit They carry their Salutation equally 
to Chriftians, Fews, Catholicks, and Pyoteftants of 
all Communions. The Aufterity of their Virtue 
unbends itfelf too to Ladies of all Ages, and of 
all Conditions. And it’s exceeding fortunate thar 
thefe Civilities which they lavifh to every Comer 
are tolerably cheap; for at the Conclufion of the 
Seafon the Obligation is repaid with a Louis d’Or, 
a Guinea, a Ducat, or two Ducats at moft, which 
is placed in the Hands of their Truftee. At this 
Price you may walkin their Garden, and make 
what Appointments you pleafe there. 


After this Information I went out, intending 
for the Poubon Spring, and to pay Hommage to 
the Nymph of that Place. I approach’d with 
that refpectful Curiofity which the Wonders of 
Nature ufually infpire. Though this Fountain 
is the principal and moft famous of all, yer I 
found it fo little embellifh’d, that I had certainly 
overlook’d it, but for the Company which fur- 
rounded it. ?T'is in the Corner of a littleob{cure 
Place at the Entrance of the Town. They have 
drefs’d it up in rough Marble, little differing 
from that of the Mountains about it : The Build- 
ing which covers it does not ill refemble thofe lit- 
tle Chappels which are found on the high Road 
of Brabant, and efpecially about Braxel/s. At 
leaft that was the Judgment I made at firft ey 
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This little Edifice has exactly the Form of a Por- 
tico, raisd upon an Efplanade about 20 Foot 
fquare, furrounded with a Parapet of Free-ftone,, 
round which the Drinkers range themfelves. In. 
fhort this Portico forms a kind of Grotto, at the 
Bottom of which is the precious Spring of Pou- 
bon, whofe Waters are carry’d to both Jndies, 
without fuffering any Alteration in their Virtues 


or Quality. 


As foon as I appear’d in the Street, all turn’d 
their Eyes upon me, becaufe they difcern’d by my 
being drefs’d that I was a new Comer. The firit - 
Perfon that addre{s’d me was little of a Man, and 
lefs of a Phyfician—worthy enough of Aolieve’s 
Lafh—.He graced himfelf with the'Title of Doctors 
which he never deferv’d ; andin that Capacity ~ 
arbitrarily determin’d the Effect of the Waters. 
by the Number of regular Pills which he pre- — 
ferib’d to every Body. By the important Air 
which he affeéted, I at firft miftook him for a 
Magiftrate of the Place. I cou’d imagine no o- 
ther when I perceiv’d that he made mea Sign to 
ftop, and politely fignify’d that I muft quit my 
Sword. Tis true, to foften the Compliment, he 
made me remark that all without Diftinétion 
comply’d with that Cuftom. He cited Dukes and 
Princes, and in fhort the Czar himfelf, who, as 
much Emperor as he was, had fubmitted to it, 
‘when he came to Spain the Year 1717. I af 
fur’d him that I wouid conform with Pleafure, and. 
that if I had been faulty in that Point, ’rwas ow- 
ing to my Ignorance. However, I took the Li- 
berty to ask him the Origine of this Cuftom: The 
only Reafon which he aflign’d was, That by re- 
moving this Diftinétion the Freedom among the 
Drinkers might be promoted. Others have fince 
_affured me that the Prince of Liege, Sovereign of 
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the Place, found a Conveniency in it. Bat whe- 
ther it arifes from Cuftom, or from Precaution, 
it appear’d to me a very prudential Step, as it 
prevents unavoidable Accidents in a Place where 
Gallantry and Delight are carry’d to Excefs. And » 
indeed every thing might be fear’d from fo many 
difagreeing Nations which refort thither if Arms 
were allow'd ’em : Whereas the Violence of the 
firft Emotion has ‘Time enough to abate when the 
Sword muft be fetch’d from a diftant Chamber. 


Be that as it will, I went to enroll myfelf a- 
mong the Drinkers, and call’d for a Glafs. Two 
old Women, who feem’d the Prieftefles of the 
Nymph, were eager to fupply me. This Service 
they tender to all the Drinkers, which procures 
“em fome trifling Prefent from every Body. They 
deferve it no doubt for the Care they take in pre- 
ferving the Fountain clean, and for keeping watch 
over it from Four in the Morning. This Water 
fparkled in my Glafs hike Wine upon the Fret. 
dt’s exceeding clear and beautiful to the Eye, but 
the Tafte of it is very like that of a Diffolution 
of Vitriol of Mars in common Water. And this 
Acrimony which gives a Difguft fome few Days, 
gives a Delicacy when Cuftom has reconcil’d it. 
At firft it went againft me, however, not to feem 
lefs couragious than others, I empty’d my Goblet. 
I had no fooner taken it than I felt in myfelf 
that Air of Affurance and Freedom which the 
Waters give to thofe who are initiated. I mingled 
with the Company, and paid my Compliments to 
the Ladies, who return’d me no Anfwer, but a 
Curt’fy. 


They were moftly Engl and Flemings, and 
difcover’d as much Difficulty in exprefling them- 
felves in French, a I had Fear of sn 

LA their 
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their Language. One of ’em (who feem’d to me 
full of Mirth) broke the Ice, and rally’d me gen- 
teely upon the Grimace I had made in tafting my 
firft Glafs. She invited me to drink a fecond 
with them, and kindly offer’d me fome Sugar, 
Annifeeds and Sweet-meats, which the Drinkers 


make ufe of to qualify the Diftafte of the Waters, 


and to fortify the Stomach againft their Coldnefs. 
I quitted the Debt of Civility, and confidering it 
as an Introduction to Acquaintance, I enter’d in- 
to Converfation with ’em, by Acknowledgments 
of their Favours. The Freedom which attended 
this Difcourfe encourag’d me to that of offering 

my Hand for a further Walk. ; 


Our firft Entertainment confifted in the cufto- 
mary Queftious, about the Waters, the Regimen 
which ought to be obferv’d, and above all, 
the Necefhty of Diverfion, in order to conquer 
that Heavinefs which the Waters caufe, and 
which proves fatal to thofe who give themfelves 
up to it. ‘The Lady which inftruéted me in thefe 
Maxims, did it with fogay an Air, that I con- 
cluded the Waters had been more ferviceable to 
her than any Body. She was paft her Bloom, 
but ftill retain’d all the Charms of it; and altho’ 
an Englib Woman, yet had nothing phlegmatick 
like the reft of her Country-women. With a 
fine Habit of Body, fhe was alert, tall, well 
fhap’d, and in fhort a merry Creature, who ftu- 
died only to divert herfelf. With all thefe Qua- 
lities fhe was extreamly difcreet, and if the Gaie- 
ty of ber Temper made her fometimes tranfgrefs 
the Bounds of feverer Prudence in her Words, 
her Actions were never indifcreet. 


As we walk’d along fhe call'd two of her 
Friends who join’d us. Agreeably to her plea- 
: fant 
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fant Difpofition, fhe invited them to partake of 
her good Fortune in meeting a Gallant (fhew- 
ing me to ’em.) Thefe Ladies, tho’ lefs fprightly, 
difputed with her the Conqueft which fhe had 
made. All this Pleafaniry pafs’d in Englifb, and 
I took a fingular Delight in hearing them ; tho’ 
I pretended not to underftand ‘em. We found 
ourfelves infenfibly return’d to the Fountain : 
There we muft drink again, and my Repugnancy 
to the Mineral gave ’em Divertion enough. | 
promoted the Jeft by affected Grimaces when I 
drank; and I never took the Glafs without 
making a Merit of my Complaifance to them. 


Once more we walk’d the Length of the Street, 
which indeed is the only Walk of the Drinkers : 
It is fo ill paved, that the Fatigue which it 
caufes, conftitutes one Part of the Exercife fo 
neceflary to the Waters ; it has a particular De- 
fect too, occafioned by its Situation, which makes 
it incapable of Enlargement. It was impofflible 
to build the Houfes in a ftrait Line, becaufe the 
Valiey in which the Town is built, winds round 
the Mountain, in the Shape of a Half Moon, 
and the main Street retains the fame Figure ; 
it would be handfome enough were it direct. 
It is terminated by a little irregular Square, 
which elfewhere would make an Appearance pret- 
ty enough. In the Middle of this little Place is a 
Fountain of fair Water, and the Structure of 
which pafles for the Wonder of Spa. This 
Fountain is rais’d about 25 Feet, in Form of a 
Pyramid: It is furrounded by an Iron Pallifade, 
which has four Openings left purpofely for En- 
trance. You muft mount fome Steps to be able 
to draw up the Water, which fall in Cafcade into 
four Shells, which ferve as Refervoirs, and thefe 
Shells are perpetually fuppiy’d by a Bafon from 

above, 
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above, which in its Turn receives its Store from: 


the Mouths of three Brazen Frogs, which are 
placed upon a Bunch of Reeds, of the fame 
Metal, upon the Top of the Pyramid. This 
Groupe is terminated by an Afcent of feveral 
Steps, which is the principal Piece of the Arms 
of Liege. ‘The Situation of this Fountain per- 
fuades a Belief, that it arifes from the fame 
Source with that of Pouhon : But they aflured us 
that. it comes from the Meadow of Bofeprez, 
about half a Quarter of a League from the ‘Town, 
whence it’s conducted to the Market-Place of 
Spa, thro” fubteraneous Paffages. We fpent fome 
Time in confidering this Fountain, and in ex- 
amining the Arms of the feveral Families ; and 
almoft every one in Æxrope is quarter’d there. 
"Tis cuftomary among the Inhabitants of the 
Town, to put upon their Gates the Arms of 
Princes, and of extraordinary Nobility, who have 
lodg’d there, that Strangers may be taught to 
conceive a great Opinion of the Springs, and of 
the Conveniency of thofe Inns. This Singularity 
would be ornamental enough, and afford a little 
Amufement, if walking there were more com- 
modious. | 


As I was exprefling my Wonder that there 
was no Gallery at Spa, as at Aix la Chapelle, and 
that they were fo negligent of Ornament and 
Conveniency, in a Place which ow’d its Sub- 
fiftence to the Concourfe of Strangers: The 
Englfb Lady prov’d to me, that Policy had a 
greater Share in this Omiffion than Negleét. 
What would become, faid fhe to me, with her 
Air of Pleafantry, of the pretty Canes of Spa, 
and the clumfy Shoes of Liege, which make all 
the Commerce of the Town, if the Ways were 
fmooth, and we had Gravel Walks? What 


would 
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would become even of the fearful Beau, if the 
Ruggednefs of the Pavement did not furnifh them 
with a Pretence of accofting the Ladies with the 
Offer of an Arm? I underftood this Anfwer as 
a malicious Glance at me, and was going to open. 
a Converfation of more Gallantry, when fhe 
efcap'd with her Companions into a little A part- 
ment appointed for the Ladies. 


I apprehended that they retired in Obedience 
to the Waters; for the Men and Women are 
allow’d the Privilege of feparating and reuniting 
without any Apology. I waited their Return at 
the Fountain, where I prefented them a Glafs of 
Water, rallying them in my Turn upon their 
difappearing. All three emptied their Glañles, 
upon Condition that I would drink three to. the 
Health of each of them. JI was all Submiffion, 
upon Promife that they would allow me fome 
Refpite, in order to a longer Enjoyment of 
their Converfation: However, they prefs’d me 
to difpatch, becaufe it was Nine o’Clock, and 
having drank their ufual Number, they had a 
Mind to retire. I difputed their Arithmetick, 
and referrd myfelf to their Ivory Dials. I was 
fure of my Point; for in offering my Hand to 
each of ’em fucceflively, I had fpightfully put 
back the Hand of their Dial, without being per- 
ceived, fo that only 13 or 14 were mark’d in- 
flead of 16. We difputed fome Time upon this 
little Fraud, which at length I confefs’d, upos 
Condition that J fhould have the Honour of con- 
ducting ‘em home. They lodg’d at the Golden 
Sun, where I left em, after having obtain’d Per- 
miffion to come thither the nexr Day to fee 
‘em. Às I was drefs’d, and had no other Em- 
ployment “till Dinner-time, I return’d to the 
Fountain to fearch out new Acquaintance, : 

ere 
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There remained but a thin Appearance, Peo- 
ple of Fafhion were retired to Drefs; and there 
was no Company at the Fountain but fuch as I 
judg’d it improper to converfe with. After ha- 
_ ving walk’d there fome time alone, I enter’d 
into an Apartment contiguous to the Fountain, 
and which is open all the Morning for Strangers : 
Tis a large Hall, where there is always a great 
Fire, for the Conveniency of thofe who feel a 
a Chillnefs from the Waters. All are allow’d 
to walk there and warm themfélves, without 
Diftinétion ; and to take what Place they pleafe, 
without any other Order than that of fr come, 
firft ferv’d. As it was late, and fair Weather, I 
found. there only fome old Women in Con- 
ference with fome impotent Monks: But as this 
was not what I wanted, went out immediately. 
In going down, I found upon the Steps a Gen- 
tleman of good Appearance, who feem’d bufy in 
reading an Infcription placed on the Portal of 
that Edifice. 


It had efcap’d my Notice, but as I was then 
idle, his Curiofity awak’d mine. I went towards 
him, and feigning an Inability to read it, to find 
an Occafion of fome Talk with him, I defired 
him to tell me what it was. He receiv’d me 
very civilly, and told me it was a Monument 
which the Czar had ordered there, in Memory 
of his Recovery by Means of the Spa Waters, 
which that Emperor came to drink them upon 
the Spot inthe Year, 1717. He had the Good- 
nefs to read the whole Infcription to me, and 
lent me his Glafs to obferve the Ornaments of 
it. Each of us took a Copy of it in our Pocket- 
Books; tho’ there is nothing valuable in this 
Monument but the Name of the Great Prince 

who 
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who rais’d it ; it’s too much to the Advantage of 
the Inhabitants, and the Fountains at Spa, to 
fupprefs it. I fuppofe the Readeæwill be oblig’d 
to me for communicating it: And thus it is; 


Peter the Firft, by the Grace of God, Emperor of the 
Ruflians 
Religious, happy, invincible 
Reflorer of Military Difcipline, 
And firft Planter of all Sciences and Arts among his 
People, 
Who having by ae own Induftry 
Built a moft powerful Fleet of Ships, 
Having infinitely augmented his Armies, 
And having fecurely fettled in the very Blaze of War, 
His Realms, as well hereditary as acquired, 
went abroad ; 
“And having fearch'd into the Manners of the feveral 
Nations of Europe, 
Game through France to Namur and Liege, 
To thefe Waters at Spa, 
As to the Heaven of Health : | 
And having happily drank of thofe moft healthful 
Springs, 
Particularly that of Geronftere, 
Was reftor'd to his former Strength, 
And his defir'd Health, 
In the Year 1717, 22d of July. 
Thence returning through Holland 
To his hereditary Dominions, 
Order d this eternal Monument of his Gratitude 
, to be erected, 1718. 


This extraordinary Infcription is cut in Letters 
of Gold, on a Leaf of black Marble, which, 
with its Pedeftal Cornifh and Back, which are of 
Marble too, make a Pile about eight Feet in 
Height, and five or fix in Breadth : The whole 

is 


ess 
is crown’d with a large Oval of Zsalian Alabafier, 
upon which are carv'd in Bafs. Relief the Impe- 
rial Arms of his Ruffian Majefty, with the 
Quarters and Attributes. 


The Sight of this Monument naturally led 
us to Reflections on the uncommon Character of 
that Monarch. ‘The Gentleman whom I had 
accofted, feem'd to me perfeétly inftruéted in 
Hiftory of that Prince : He acquainted me, even 
with fome Particulars and Memoirs which I was 
ignorant of, and which I won’t repeat here ; 
becaufe they have fince been made publick : 
I took a great deal of Pleafure in hearing him; 
his Converfation was fugl of Wir and Sweetneis, 
and his Expreflion equally juf% and eafy: He 
was one of thofe, whofe amiable Appearance im- 
mediately recommends ‘em, and in whofe Favour 
we feel an irrefiftable Prepoffeflion, without any 
other Reafon but an involuntary Efteem. . His 
Countenance was winning, and his Manner noble ; 
and nothing in him was exceptionable but an Air 
of Sadnefs, which difcover’d itfelf in his Speech 
and Actions, and deprefs’d his pative Sprightli- 
nefs. I fufpeéted that he was unfortunate, and 
that was fufficient to encreafe in me the Defire 
of an Acquaintance with him. I was going to 
propofe to him a Walk after Dinner, when both 
our Servants came to tell us thar Dinner was 
upon Table. J founda great deal of Satisfaction 
in finding that we lodg’d in the fame Inn ; and 
we mutually congratulated each other on it: 
I flatter’d myfelf too from his Looks, that his 
Compliments was fincere ; and that he already 
felt (as he has fince own’d he did) the Force of 
that Sympathy, which the Correfpondence of our 
Inclinations has infpired us with. 


We 
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We enter’d the Inn together, where we al-- 
ready found every Body feated at Table. We: 
tcok our Place there, and tho’ my new Friend! 
introduced me, they return’d my Salutation coldly 
enough. ‘The Company confifted of a dozen 
Perfons, whereof the moft part were Englijh. 
Every one appear’d equally bufy’d in the Care of 
his Plate, and eat with an Attention which: 
aftonifh’d me. ‘The Silence of the Table was: 
interrupted by nothing but the clinking of Spoons, 
Knives and Forks. J] ventur’d at fome Queftions, 
to which, even the moft polite, anfwer’d with 
fo much Brevity, that Erhought myfelf at Dinner 
among fo many Monks. Limputed this Silence to 
the natural Gravity of the Exglif/, who are ex- 
treamly referv’d in new Acquaintances: But 
after I had regularly taken the Waters fome 
Days, I foon quitted that Miftace, and at coming 
to Table, became more £mg/ shan the Englifo 
themfelves. 


The ftrange Appetite which the Waters caufe, 

is fo general, that one can’t bear, without Im- 
patience, the pucting off the Time of Dinner, 
tho’ but for a few Moments : The firft half Hour 
hardly fuffices to fupprefs the Murmurs of a 
devouring Stomach, fo that there’s a dead Silence 
*till the fecond Courfe, when every Bod» be- 
ginning to rouze themfelves, endeavour’d to 
provoke Converfation, and to make it general. 
Tr foon became lively ; the moft ferious unbent 
their Brows, and all encourag’d Pleafure and 
Gallantry. As we had no Ladies among us, 
diverting Stories of every kind went round ; the 
French Gentleman whom EF had addrefs’d in the 
Morning, play’d. his Part marveloufly, and his 
natural Livelinefs recovering itfelf, we judg’d 
that 
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that he muft have met with uncommon Vexations, 
fince, contrary to his Difpofition, he gave him- 
fif up to melancholy, with which he feem’d 
almoft always oppre{s’d. I found he was a Cap- 
tain by the Salutations of the Company ; and 
thofe which were addrefs’d to the other Gentle- 
men, taught me their Quality too. We had a 
young Nobleman; a Counfellor of Brafels; a 
German Count; two Barons, and one of thofe 
Canons of Liege, who are call’d Seigneurs Tref- 
fonciers, all amiable and diverting People. We 
drank largely to our better Acquaintance ; and in 
Compliment to the Germans, and over the Craw- 
fifh which are regularly ferv’d at Spa, we fat 
three Hours at Table without perceiving it. 


A Tempeft, violent enough, which lafted all 
the Afternoon, depriv’d us of the Pleafure of a 
Walk which we had unanimoufly refolv'd on. 
Thus difappointed by the Badnefs of the Wea- 
ther, the Company difpers’d irfelf, and there 
remain’d but three of us in the Dining-Room. 
There was but one Houfe where the Aflembly 
was held, and I had yet no Acquaintance to 
Introduce me: The Englifs Ladies whom I had 
feen in the Morning, were not at home, fo that 
I did not know what to do with myfelf “ill 
Night. And tho’ Supper-Time was at no great 
Diftance, yet that Interval lay very heavy on 
my Hands. ‘The French Captain perceiving my 
Perplexity, propos’d a Game at Billards ; I re- 
ceiv'd his Offer with Acknowledgment, and we 
' to the Coffee-Houfe next Door to our 

nn. 


The Rain had drawn thither abundance of 
People. The two Tables were employ’d and 
_ befpoke for a great many fucceeding Games. 
Scarce 
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Scarce could we find Room to fit down. Theré: 
were two Gaming-Tables; at one they tally’d at: 
Phavoa with incredible Paffion. ‘There was a. 


great Number of Punfters ; and I faw one who 


| 


loft 170 Guineas in lefs than Half an Hour: At: 
the other Table they play’d at Dice; and, as: 
that’s the favourite Game of the Exglif, it was: 


almoft entirely taken up with People of that 


Nation. We amus’d ourfelves with looking on.. 
Generally there are a good many Sharpers and. 


profefs’d Gamefters in thofe Places of Affembly : 
And the French Gentleman, my Friend, who had 
already been eight Days at Spa, fhew’d me two 


of ‘em who play’d with fuch uninterrupted Suc-: 
cefs, that they were fufpected of correcting For-. 


tune: The one was an /talian, and the other 
an Englifiman ; both had long Ruffles and round 
Sleeves, and the perfect Appearance of Men ex- 
pert in the Art of cogging and flipping the 
Cards: While my Friend was relating to me 
what he had obferv’d of their Dexterity, we 
were invited to engage in a Raffle for a rich 
Piece of Silver Stuff, which was to be play’d for: 
The Propofal was made to us by one who ap- 
pear'd a Man of Confequence, and his Compli- 
ment had an Air perfectly civil and difinterefted ; 
but the next Day we had room to fufpect it : 
However, we thank’d him with good Manners ; 
and after a little talk with us, he return’d among 
the Crowd of Rafflers, where he was call’d. 


After he had left us, I ask’d my Friend who 
that Man was. I can’rtell, fays he, but I have 
a ftrong Inclination to know him. He has often 
join’d me with an Addrefs which gives me fome 
Sufpicion. I have certainly feen him elfewhere, 


and have fome Knowledge of his Fave ; bur I 


can recollect no Circumftances of that Knowledge. 


Stepping 
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Stepping up to one of the Ærc/ÿfhmen who had 
dined with us, he acquainted him with his Cu- 
riofity. The Engli Gentleman, who was very 
open, anfwer’d us that he was a Pruffian Baron, 
full of Wit and good Manners; bur an Adven- 
. turer of the firft Order. Shun him, fays he, and 
all Engagement with him; “tis dangerous to 
admit him : He defires but to make Acquaintance 
with you, but his generally cofts the Purchafer 
- a little too dear: He is fo artful, that if he once 
recounts his Hiftory to you, it will coft you fome 
Guineas. °Tis.true, his Story is fingular enough, 
-and if you have any Curiofity to learn it, added 
the laughing, Dll give it you gratis. I had it 
from a Relation of mine, who paid a great deal 
. more for it, and has join’d Accounts from other 
People to what he had before learn’d, even by 
the Confeffion of this induftrious Knight. We 
beg’d him to give us the Relation, and for the 
greater Liberty, we went back to the Hall of 
the Inn. As {con as we came there, the Enclif 
Gentleman began his Recital much in the fol- 
lowing Manner. 


The Hifiory of the Baron of P——. 


A T is not impoflible, Gentlemen, but you may 
have elfewhere feen the Man, whofe Face 
ftrikes you. He has travell’d fo much in France, 
"Germany, England, Holland and Italy, and has 
met with fo many Adventures, that there are 
few Foreigners who have not known him. He 
is a Pruffian by Birth, and of a dignify’d Houfe. 
He is call'd the Baron of P . His- Family 
is illuftrious and honourable, but, unhappily 
… for it ; he proftitutes his Name in a fcanda- 
: ous Manner. It depended on himfelf to have 
My enlarged 
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enlarged his Fortune, by perfuing only the Path 
which his indulgent Parents had mark’d out for him. 
As his Perfon is attraétive, as he has Wit, and 
as that Wit is exceedingly embellifh’d, he fuc- 


cefsfully appear’d at the Court of the King of 


Pruffia, who placed him among thofe about his 
Perion. He infinuated himfelf deeply into the 
good Graces of that Prince, who fometimes 
employ’d him in little Negotiations, which he 
always executed with great Addrefs. He had the 
Honour of attending that Monarch in the Voyage 
which he made to Holland; and he had Ground 
enough to flatter himfelf with the Hopes of his 
deepeft Traft, had he thought it worth his En- 
deavours to deferve it: But that would have’ 
been too great a Perplexity for a Man who 
lov’d only the Splendor of a Court, without be- 
ing able to endure the Conftraints of it; tho’ he 
was born with all the Qualifications requifite to 
Succefs there. 


A libertine and debauch’d Spirit, which Cuftom 
had rooted in his Complexion, made him re- 
gardlefs of Application. His Debts on one Hand, 
and his Intrignes on the other, at length pro- 
vok’d his Banifhment from Court. However, he 
obtain’d Permiffion to veil his Difgrace under the 
Pretence of a Tour to France. The Air of 
Grandeur and Magnificence which reign’d there, 
was already fo natural to him, that he gave 
himfelf entirely up to it. He hired a Palace 
xeady furnifh’d ? a:d procur’d a fplendid Equi- 


| 


page, and a fumptuous Livery. A Gentleman of | 


my Acquaintances, who faw him in his Pomp, 

affur’d me that his Footmen (which, agreeably to. 
the Tafte of the Time, were exceeding hand- 
fome Fellows) were cover’d with rich Lace: He 


was the Standard of Imitation among the wild. 
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People at Court; and had form'd an Intimacy 
with the Duke of R: and the Marquefs of 
B——. And as he is one of the moft agreeable 
Libertines of the Age, the Regent, who had 
heard of him, had a Mind to fee him, and ad- 
mitted him one Evening to his Table. Any 
Man but himfelf would have made Advantage of 
his Debauchery, and have repair’d his fhatter’d 
Circumftances. But he was deftin’d to be an 
Adventurer, and he has well fulfill’d his Deftiny. 
°Tis eafy to imagine, that this Courfe of Life 
foon drein’d him of Intereft and Principal. His 
Creditors were alarm’d at his Profufion, and not 
without Reafon. The vaft Debts which the 
Germans had, fome Years. before, left unpaid at 
Paris, amounted to feveral Millions; and Things 
were carried to fuch a Length, that the Court — 
made it an Affair of State. The -Baron then 
forefeeing that he could not long fupport himfelf, 
returi'd to Berlin, to collect the Remnants of 
his Fortune. There being obliged to live upon 
his Induftry, he join’d himfelf with all the 
Sharpers whom he found; and fo well im- 
provd by their Inftru€tions, that he made 
fome Dupes ; but he was himflf the Bubble of 
his own Imprudence The incautious Intima- 
cies which he enter’d into with fufpeéted People, 
loft him all the Remains of the King’s Favour, 
who was not utterly difenclin’d to pardon him. 
The Court of Berlin was then bufy’d in un- 
ravelling the frightful Impofture of the famous 
Clement. Youknow (continu’d the Englifh Gen- 
tleman) that this Clewext, who pafs’d for a 
Baftard of the Prince Ragotski, had alarm’d the 
King with the pretended Difcovery of an ima- 
‘ginary Confpiracy ; which, by the Circumftances 
a of his Information, would have been the blackeft 
be an the World. Altho’ this horrible Plot was 
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difcover‘d even by the Confefflion of this artfal 
Impoftor, (whom the Colonel dy Moulin had Ad- 
drefs enough to bring from Holland) yet it oc- 
cafioned the Imprifonment of feveral, whole 
Liberty might have been dangerous. Among 
thofe that were fetz’d, were fome with whom 
the Baron of P had liv’d fo familiarly, that 
he thought it a prudent Step to retire. He left 
Pruffia with Secrecy, and went to prefent him- 
felf at feveral Courts in Germany. ‘There are 
few Princes in the Empire whom he has not 
impos’d on, at leaft for fome Time, His Name and 
his outward Appearance procur’d him Friends im- 
mediately ; among whom, he always found fome 
generous enough, or credulous enough, to fup- 
port his Luxury and Debauchery fome Months ; 
but every where the fame Contempt attended 
him in Proportion as he was known. Having 
thus run through the Empire, he return’d to fhine 
again at Paris with his Gleanings in Germanys: 
He had the Dexterity to re-eftablifh his Affairs 
there, in appeafing his clamorous Creditors. 
Some lucky Hits at play, and fome Monies 
which he borrow’d of the Duke of R-——, en- 
abled him once more to pafs a Winter in Splen- 
dour. But as that Credit, which fubfifts by the 
Uncertainty of Gaming, or by borrowing, cannot 
long expect a Refuge ; that of the Baron, which 
had no other Prop, began to totter. His Credi- 
tors were difheartened by his Delays; and to 
pacify a very importunate one, he was forced to 

awn his Watch and Jewels ; he had nothing 
left but his Religion, and that he fold roo to the 
Dutchefs Dowager of Orleans. J.ike her, he had 
been bred a Lutheran, and embraced the Catho- 
lick Religion at the Solicitation of that Princefs, 
He firmly concluded, that this Sacrifice wou'd | 
have purchas’d him fome Employment, or fome 


“Pot | 
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Poft in the Court of the Duke Regent: But be- 
fides that, that Princeff never was a Bigot ; her 
Royal Highnefs thoughr herfelf oblig’d to pro- 
portion her Favours to the Worth of the Sacri- 
fice: A flender Title was all the Fortane of 
_ the Baron; and he never entertain’d a Scruple 
about Religion. All the Advantage which he 
drew from the infamous Sale of his Faith, was 
confin’d to fome Livers, which the Dutchefs 
Dowager gave him, and a very moderate Pen- 
fion. However, he reap’d fome Benefit from the 
Protection of that Princefs, whofe Name he bor- 
_ row’d to amufe his Creditors for fome time. At 
laft they loft all Patience, and by joint Applica- 
tion obtain’d Power to feize his Perfon. One 
Day, as he was carrying to the Play the Chevalier 
» Nephew to the chief Prefident, he was — 
ftop’d in his Coach in the Middle of the Dauphine- 
Square. Through fome Remains of Regard, they 
carry'd him to the Spanifh Hôtel, which was op- 
- pofite to that Place, in order to {pare him the 
Confufion of pafiing in broad Day through the 
middle of Paris. The Baron, always fertile in 
Subterfuge, was lefs fenfible of this Tendernefs, 
than intent upon profiting by the Intereft of the 
Chevalier. He had the Addrefs to make him 
enter with him, and to perfuade him that this 
Affront reflected upon him; and that, to pre- 
ferve his Honour, he ought to procure the Inter- 
pofition of his Uncle. The too credulous, or too 
obliging Chevalier, inform'd the chief Prefident 
of this Adventure ; and immediately they who 
had arrcfted the Baron, receiv’d Orders to re- 
leafe him. | ; 


The dextrous Baron, thus difentangled, was 
… over Joy d ; but built no Security on this Re- 
….  prieve: He weil forefaw that his Creditors would 
Cia infallibly 
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anfallibly rally again, and proceed with better 
Conduét : Whence he concluded, that to avoid 
Difgrace, which then was lefs familiar to him 
than it has been fince, the fureft Method was to 
quit Paris; and that very Night he fet out for 
England. His firft Appearance in London was 
fplendid enough, tho’ lefs magnificent than at 
Paris; and with the Ruins of his French Ward- 
robe, for fome Months he pretty well maintain’d 
there the Character of a Man of Fortune. His 
noble and infinuating Air, ftill procur’d him Dupes 
among the ‘T'radefmen, who enabled him to drefs 
a-new ; yet he foon perceiv’d that they would 
prove no kinder to him than the French. The 
Adventure at Paris having taught him to act 
with more Caution at London, he hop’d to avoid 
a Jail by wifely changing his Quarters, without 
taking Leave of his Hofts, and retir’d to lodge 
in a little By-ftreet: He feldom went abroad 
but at Night, to come to the Smyrna Coffee- 
Houfe, in order to fpunge a Supper of the firft 
Man he met. Not daring then to appear by 
Day-light, he turn’d Author, to divert Solitude 
and Hunger. His firft Eflay was, The fecret Hiftory 
of the Dutchefs of H——, whom he concealed 
under the Name of Cunigonde, Princeffe des Che- 
rufques ; not out of Tendernefs to the Royal 
Families concern’d in his Hiftory, but to give it 
a more myfterious Air. After he had amafs’d all 
that he had heard of her in the Places where 
that Princefs had refided, thofe pretended Me- 
moirs made but an ill digefted Pamphlet. How- 
ever, he offer’d it to my Lord Yownfend, and 
wrote of it to the Secretary of State. He 
managed it with Craft enough, for he fent In- 
telligence to that Nobleman, that a Foreigner 
was going to publifh a Fook injurious to the 
Royal Family, but that the Manufcript ped 
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be recovered, if his Majefty would recompence 
the Man that brought it. That Minifter dif- 
regarded his Information, and imagin’d that it 
came from fome Sharper. ‘The Baron, withous 
difcompoting himfelf, changed his Bartery, and 
built on better Succefs in applying to the Party 
which oppos’d the Court. He wrote in the fame 
 Strain to my Lady & , and the Dutchefs of 
M , and deck’à his Intelligence with every 
Circunttance capable of recommending the Book, 
and of procuring a Reward. Alas! no Anfwer 
yet, and what was worfe, no Money. But now 
‘Misfortune overwhelm’d him; for in the midft 
of the Solitcitations which he was purfuing, in 
order to vend his injurious Writing, he was 
known, foliow’d, and arrefted by his Creditors ;. 
for in London “tis ail but one Aétion. ‘There is 
ro Country in the World, added the Englifp 
Gentleman, where the Creditor has fo extenfive 
a Power over his Debtor as with us. The Expence: 
of arrefting a Man for Debt is trifling ; and the 
Forms of Law are fo foon difpatch’d, fo that in 
lefs chan an Hour a Writ is demanded, obtain’d,. 
and executed. The Creditor there has even this 
Advantage, that De is mot obliged io fupport his 
Debtor, who in the mean time is often in Danger 
of dying by Wretchednefs and Hunger in Prilon.. 
Tis, perhaps, had been the Fate of the Baron 
of P » if Sir H——, a Relation of 
mine, and who gave me this Account, had not 
lnckily been patling through the Street, as they 
were dragging our Adventurer to Jail. The | 
Baron had known this Gentleman at the Srryrma 
Coftee-Houfe, and had often diverted him with 
a Recital of his Adventures. °Tis to be pre- 
fum’d, that he placed his Actions in the faireit 
Light, and that he had always aflum’d the 
Character of an unfortunate honeft Man, tho’ 
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without convincing my Kinfman of his Honefiy. 
In fo mortifying a Rencounter, any other than 
the Baron of P would have conceal’d him- 
feif; but he had conquer’d Shame, and dreaded 
the Pangs of that much lefs than the Miferies 
of Prifon. He calid to my Relation, and im- 
plor’d his Protection with moft doletul Cries. 
Sir Wy » apprehenfive of drawing the 
Mob round him, which attended the Baron, pre- 
tended not to know him. He then omitted no 
fort of Prayers, of Inftances, Proteftations, and 
mean Submifion, which might engage the Knight 
to prevent his going to Prifon; he was even 
hardy enough to fall on his Knees in the middle 
of the Street to beg his Succour. My Relation, 
touch’d with his Tears, alighted from his Coach, 
and after having learn’d what the Debt was, and 
who the Creditor, paid forhim Seventy Guineas : 
And to preferve him from otherArrefts, took 
him into his Coach, and carried him to his own 
Houfe, which is priviledged. My Relation, ha- 
ving Opportunity at his own Houfe of a more 
perfect Infight, affur’d me, thar he never faw 
fo odd a Compofition of Wit, Irreligion, odd 
Principles, and Bafenefs of Soul, as in this Ad- 
venturer. Indeed, he thought he fhould do 
Service to the Nation in making him quit the 
Kingdom ; and taking the Opporturity of a 
Royal Yatch which was going to Fblland, he 
found means to get him on Board. 


Afier his Departure from England, the Baron 
went to the Hague. He foon found Acquain- 
tances there, or rather he renew’d thofe which his 
Attendance on the King of Praffia thither bad 
given him Opportunity to make. They who had 
feen him near that Prince, not knowing his 


Adventures, were delighted to fee him again. 
The 
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The Sprightlinefs of his Converfe, ‘his genteel 
Air, and his Propenfity to Pleafures, iitroduced 
him every where; and efpecially among the 
Merchants, who ertertaind no Diftruft of à. 
Man kindly receiv’d by the bett Families. He 
drefs’d, he play’d, he gave Treats, and among 
‘others, a magnificent Ball: He made even Efforts 
of Gallantry, in order to put himfelf on the 
Lift of the old Countef of 7. *s Gallants : 
But as fhe had known him in Prafia, where he 
never was accus’d, no more than eifewhere, ‘of.a 
violent Paflion for the Fair Sex, ‘he was, perhaps, 
the only Man that ever found her cruel. In- 
deed, his Aim was direéted to her Purfe, which: 
has always been the real Object of Adoration 
among the fondeft Favourites of that Lady. This 
Refuge failing, ke found that Merchants ~ have 
every where the fame Maxims: Thofe of Hol- 
‘and fent one Day to attend his Levee, a Bode,. 
as they call him there. This Bode is à kind of 
' State-Tipftaff, who keeps his Prifoner in Sight, 
and lives at his Expence. This Meflage-ap- : 
peard rude enough to the Baron, but he was 
forced to receive him, and keep him too, ‘till 
he fhould receive confiderable Remittances, which: 
- he pretended to expect every Minute. He con- 
triv'd, however, a Stratagem to difentangie him- 
felf, which I can’t exactly relate; becaufe the 
Count D , who lately gave me the Account. 
at Aix, exprefs’d himfelf with fome Difficulty, in 
French : All that I could ‘catch was, that the 
Baron of P efcap'd over the Houfe-tops, 
and retir’d to Am/fterdam. 


As he made his Efcape in his Night Gown,. 
and durft not appear without Cloaths ; in order 
to affift him in procuring Money, he fent for 
his Servant, whom he had left at the Hague ;. 

C 4 and 


[ 32 ] 


and as foon as he was arriv’d, he fent him pri- 
vately to buy a prodigious Bafon and Ewer of 
Brafs gilt, and fome more Plate of the fame 
fort ; and orderd his Arms, with magnificent 
Compartments, to be engraven on ‘em. At the 
fame time he fent for a Few, of whom he defir’d 
to borrow Money upon Pawns. The Jew feeing 
a noble Perfonage in a Brocade Night Gown, 
did not hefitate a Moment about the Puriry of 
the Plate, and gave him upon it 800 Lutch 
Florins. With this Money the Baron immedi- 
ately pays his Landlord, mounts his Coach, 
takes up Cloaths, and fhifis his Lodgings. There 
he fends for a Bookfeller, to whom he myfteri- 
oufly fells his Hiftory of Cunigonde, and embarks 
in a Veflel for /#aly. The Veffel went to Leg- 
horn, from thence the Baron went directly to 
Rome to the Cardinal of Polignac. He was fo 
fortunate as. to find, at his Eminency’s Palace, 
fome French Noblemen who had known him in 
his Splendour, and who had been prefent at his 
Abjuration at Paris : He took Care to put them 
in Mind of it, and by their Means engaged the 
Cardinal to prefent him to the Pope. A Baron 
Profelyte undoubtedly founded high at Rome ; 
and our artful Convert knew how to make the 
moft of his Title. He infinuated himfelf equally 
-into the Cardinal Cienfuegos, who procur’d him 
the ufual Penfion which new Converts are al- 
low'd by the Congregation De propaganda Fide. 
Some Prefents he received too trom the Pope 
and the prime Cardinals, fo that he had an 
Income of above 1500 Scudi’s per Ann. They 
Shav’d him, to enable him to hold a Benefice ; 
and as foon as ever he heard of a Vacancy, he 
forgot nothing to follicit the Nomination ; and 
nominated he was at length — to a confiderable 
Canonry in the collegiate Church of Courtray. 

He 
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He apply’d for it with all his Vigour, in order 
to a Delivery from that fanétify’d Air which his: 
Converfion obliged him to; and the Pope, to 
difengage himielf from the Baron and a Pen- 
fion, named him. The Baron us’d his beft Dili- 


_ gence to take Poffeffion; but they difputed the. 
. Pope’s Right over that Church. The Arch- 


dutchefs, Regent of the Low-Countries, the 
Council of Brabant, and the Chapter of Courtray,, 
abfolutely refus’d to admit him, and oppos’d it 
as an Innovation of the Court of Rome. ‘This 
laft Adventure has conduéted hither the Ba- 
ron of P — ; depend upon it he has ao 


Intention to take the Waters , but under that 


Pretence he lies in wait for fome of our Guineas,. 
to defray his Paffage back to Rome, where he is 
going to re-aflume his Penfion. He gave me 


_ this Hiftory himfelf, and finifh’d it, as ufual,. 


with begging me to aflift him. Norwithftand-- 
ing my Knowledge of him, “twas with Difficulty 
that I repuls’d him ; and after all I have been 


telling you, Ill lay a Wager, Gentlemen, thar 


he'll get fome of your Gold. For my Part, E 
don’t expect to fee him again, for I advis’d him 
to have Kecourfe to my Relation, Sir —— #7-——., 
He took the Hint, and attack’d me no more. As- 
long as my Story has been, I am perfuaded (fays 


the Englifbman) that before he departs hence,. 


he'll make fome Addition to it. An Adventurer: 
like him will hardly loiter in fo-fair a Path» 


As far asT fee, fays the French Captain, after _ 
having bubbled all Europe by Retail, he defigns 
to bubble it in Grofs ; and he cou’d not chufe a 
more convenient Place than this, where” every 
Nation has it’s Reprefentatives. His Fancy rais’d 
a Langh among us, and: we communicated our 
Reflections on that Sort of Knights: Errant,. af 
tex having thank’d our Zvglifoman for the divert- 
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ing Hiftory which he had related, and for the 
wholefome Advice which he had given us. His 
Recital had fo agreeably entertain’d us, that I was. 
quite furpriz’d to fee the Table fpread : It was 
but Six a Clock, and yet every Body met in or- 
der to fup. To fup at half an Hour after Six is 
an inviolable Rule at Spa, for the Conveniency of 
an Hour’s Walk afterwards, when the Weather 
permits ; after which every one retires, to be in 
a Condition of rifing the next Morning at Day- 
Break. 


I believe the Reader will be pleas’d to take this. 
Opportunity of feeing, at one View, a Journal of 
the Employments of thofe who drink the Spa- 
Waters ; and I thought it expedient to inftruc& 
him in it once for all, to avoid Repetition, or 
fuch Obfervations as might appear impertinent in 
any other Part of this Book. 


The Regimen of thofe who drink the Wa- 
ters at Spa. 
3. HEY conftantly rife at Break of Day. 


2. At Four, every Body comes undrefs’d to the 
Fountain of Poubon. 


3. At Five a Clock at furtheft, they, who de- 
fign for other Fountains, take Coach. 


4. At Nine all the Drinkers retire to drefs. 
5. At Ten the devout go to Mafs. 
6. At Eleven, the Men go to the Coffee-Houfe 


if it rains, or if the Weather permits, walk in 
A! UNSS ET TES 
7, At 
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7. At half an Hour paft Eleven——Dinner every: 
where. : 


§. At Two in the Afternoon they make Vifits,- 
er go to the Ladies Affembly. wen 


9. At Four to the Play—or a Walking, either 
in the Garden of the Capuchins, or in a Meadow,. 
which for that Réafon is call’d the For a Clock: 
Meadow. 


10. At Six—Supper every where.. 


11. At Seven—a Walk in the Seven a Clock: 
Meadow. 


12, At Ten not a Soul is heard in the Streets,. 
and the Inhabitants. conform to this Order, as weil: 
as the Bobelins: 


And this eftablifh’d Rule is never violated with: 
Empunity, but in Favour of the Ball-Days, the: 
longeft of which never exceeds: Midnight. 


After this Digreffion, which is introduétory to: 
all I fhall fay hereaiter, I return to the Sequel of 
my Narration. We were foon feated at Table,. 
and every Body was very different from what he 
was at Dinner. Asthis Meal follows fo foon af- 
ter Dinner, it is always very light, and the Sup- 
pers at Spa are (properly foeaking) no more than: 
Collations. And indeed every Body comes thi-- - 
ther lefs through Hunger than for the Sake of 
Company, and in my Judgment this is not the 
leaft engaging Hour of the Day. Then it is that: 
) every one communicates what he has heard and 
_  feen, and what has happen’d to him that Day’;. 
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and a Detail of the fmalleft Incident among the 
Drinkers gives Rife to a thoufand Pleafantries, 
which every one puts off according to his Fancy. 
One may conceive that this little Intercourfe of 
News and Adventures muft be very agreeable ; 
and I think nothing more proper to charm that 
Heavinefs, which 1s effential to the Place itfelf, 
than that joyous Air which is reciprocally com- 
municated there. T'hofe of our Table, who had 
ftaid at the Coftee-Houfe, told us the Tranfaéti- 
ons there. We learn’d that the Piece of Silver 
Stuff had been won by the Baron of P. and the 
Circumftances which were told us, confirm’d in 
us that Opinion of this Adventurer which our 
ÆEnglifh Gentleman had before occafion’d. 


This Exel Man, who was call’d Mr. Lake, 
was one of the moft agreeable Men I have ever 
known. He had travell’d a great deal, and 
knew a thoufand curious Things, which he gave 
an Account of with the beft Grace in the World. 
We were fo accuftomed to his facetious Behavi- 
our, that the Table was quite dull without him. 
He had been at Spa feveral Times before, and 
perfectly knew the Cuftoms of the Place. He 
was our great Refuge in thofe dark and rainy 
Days which make the Time tedious ; and I fancy 
that a Man fo charming in Converfation, isa real 
Treafure in thofe Places where the Regularity of 
the Pleafures make ’em fometimes infipid. Be- 
fides he lov’d Mufick, and was a Performer too ; 
and as he had perfected himfelf in J¢aly, he took 
Delight in diverting the Company. Tho’ the 
Rain had ceas’d early enough, yet no Body went 
to the Seven a Clock Meadow, becaufe the Grafs 
was wet. Mr. Lake, who thought of nothing 
but of delighting the Company, fent for a Harp 
and fome Violins, among which he did not difdain 
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to mix himfelf, and gave us a kind of Concert, 
which entertain’d us very agreeably “till Night. 


The next Day I was among the firft at the Pox- 
bon Fountain. A Moment after came my £ng- 
lib Ladies. Iran to meet ‘em, and was receiv'd 
by ’em with that Air of Freedom, which is pe- 
culiar to the Waters. They diverted themfelves 
in making me drink as much as they, and in 
dubbing me a Knight of the Order of the Bobe- 
lins, which in the Language of Liege fignifies 
Drinkers. We went into a Foxe Sion, where = 
equipd myfelf with a little Dial, which the 
Ladies ty’d with a Ribbon to my Button-Hole, 
I purchas’d alfo a varnifh’d Cane, and as I was 
looking for one with a gallant Device, the moft 
humorous of the Ladies malicioufly forced me to 
take one which furnifh’d her with ample Matter 
of Mirth. Upon the Crutch of this Cane was 
reprefented a litle Cupid, who was fpitting Hearts 
near a Fire ; and underneath was written, ‘ J 
“ make Roaft Meat of ‘em’ ‘This Reprefentation 
open’d to her fuch a Door of Raillery, that I 
don’t remember myfelf to have laugh’d more 
heartily. She drage’d me among the Croud of 
Drinkers, and made every Body read the Motto: 
Mr. Lake, being there accidentally, was defirous 
of a Share in the Mirth, and told her that he 
cou’d fcarce believe ber throughly perfuaded of 
my Cruelty, becaufe my Services gave her no dif- 
pleafure, and that an Acquaintance fo foon form’d, 
look’d as if we had not met at the Waters by 
Chance. This Interview taught me that this 
Lady was really a Woman of Quality, becaufe 
Mr. Lake call à her 4 Lady. No Matter (fays 
fhe) you may be jealous of him if you will, bur I 
havea Paffion for this Youth, and I think I ought 
to love him out of Charity to my Sex; for fince 
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he roafts the Lady’s Hearts, I'll amufe him with 
mine, which is too old to fear the Fire. I confi- 
der’d fome Time what Anfwer I ought to make : 
However, I determin’d to anfwer in her own 
Way, that fince fhe had declar’d me her Knight, 
IT wou’d take Care to learn more Humanity in her 
Service. My droll Manner, which fhe was fond 
of, made her overlook the Rudenefs of an An- 
fwer, which in Truth was excufable on no other 
Account, but becaufe it fuited her Fafte For her 
Delight confifted in faying agreeably whatever fhe 
had a Mind to fay, without giving Offence. None 
was ever more Miftrefs of the Art of a rough Ci- 
vility, or of being politely blunt. Ceremony 
difgufted her ; fhe always avoided it; and yet 
her Manner charm’d every Body. When I aim’d 
at a Compliment on her good Humour, fhe made 
‘Anfwer, “ Knight of mine, I don’t imagine that 
“ you have any Defign to pleafe me, I wou’d 
‘ even advife you againft fuch a View. But if 
“you have a Mind to fee me, no Ceremony. 
# Upon that Condition, I fhall be very fond of 
“© you while we continue at Spa; but if you let 
# Joofe one Sigh, adteu all Correfpondence be- 
“ tween us.” ‘* For my Part, fays I, my Lady, 
“ T affure you that as foon as ever you quit your 
€ Pleafantry and Humour, F renounce your Chains 
“ and reaflume my Freedom.” I made my Peace 
with her by Means of this Compliment, which 
probably 2 delicate Reader will cenfure as unpo- 
lite. But that’sno Matter, my Lady was fatis- 
fy’d with it, and we pafs’d the Morning in this- 
droll Sort of Gallantry, which very well diverted 
us. [led her to her Lodging, and long’d impa- 
tiently for the Pleafure of her Converfation in: 
the Afternoon. 


I fail’d 
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I fail’d not of being there at Three with Mr. 
Lake, who was well acquainted with her. She 
gave us Coffee, after which fhe propos’d'a Walk. 
in the Garden of the Capuchins, which was not 
‘ far from her I prefented my Arm, and Mr. 

_ Lake led the other two Ladies. This Garden is. 
the prettieft Walk at Spa. There are two very 
fine Alleys, tho’ on a Declivity; but what is ob 
fervable is, that it’s the only Garden belonging 
_ to their Order which Ladies are allow’d to enter, 
They fay that the Founder gave the Land on 
that Condition. I don’t know whether the good. 
Fathers as fcrupuloufly fulfill the Founder’s In- 
tention in every Thing, but I know that it’s fully 
executed in this Point; for the Ladies walk there 
as freely as in the Street. We took a Turn 
there, and ftop’d to view a Fet d'eau, which ftruck 
our Eyes. “lisa large Baton, in the Middle of 
which is ere€ted a Crofs, to which an Image of 
Chritt is faftened, that pours out Water from the: 
‘Wounds in its Side, Feet, and Hands. The Re- 
prefentation fhock’d me, and the Company per- 
ceiv'dit. My Lady protefted to us that fhe was: 
fcandaliz’d at it too, and gave her Opinion of ir 
with Freedom enough before one of the Farhers- 
who was waiking there. She told him that, tho” a 
Protejtant, and by Confequence under no Obliga- 
tion of Refpect to Images, yet fhe thought it an 
extream Indecency to proftitute in fuch a Manner | 
that Image which Rome principally honours: and 
that there was a real Profanation in converting 
facred ‘Things into Objects of Amufement. It 
was to no Purpofe, that the good Father repre- 
fented, that on the contrary it was in order to 
fanétify Pieafure ; my Lady fupported her Caufe 
with all the Superiority which arifes from a Juft. 
nefs of Sentiment, and forced the Monk to ac- 
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knowledge that at leaft this Image was fübjeét to 
Raillery, all the Blame of which ought to fall on 
the Author of this fuperftitious Invention. 
Though we were of the fame Opinion ; we 
thought it proper to leave her the Glory of vin- 
dicating it, and in fhort we were furpriz’d to fee 
a Monk fo little inftruéted in his Religion, and a 
Woman of the World fo well eftablifh’d in the 
Principles of hers. But what will aftonifh the 
Keader is, that we went to the Ball from fo reli- 
gious a Conference, which had lafted about an 
Hour. Such is the Way of living at Spa, where 
every one gratifies his Inclination, becaufe every 
one thinks himfelf an Invalid, and Delight is 
there efteem’d the fureft Remedy. My Lady per- 
mitted me to wait on her thither, and I had the 
Honour of dancing with her. ‘The Company was 
numerous ; it was the publick Afflembly where 
every one that pays has a Right: However, it 
was almoft entirely compos’d of Englib, at leaft 
they had Poffeffon of the Hall, and only danced. 
with one another. The Dutchefs of ap- 
pear’d there in great Luftre, and notwithftanding 
her Langvour, 1 remember’d thofe lively Traces. 
which had occafion’d fo many Sighs in the Court 
of England. My Lady introduced me to her, 
and fhe did me the Grace to dance with me. It 
was an uncommon Favour, for the Dutchefs was 
as haughty as handfome. She has been accus’d 
of returning Nobody’s Salute ; but her Stiftnefs 
towards the Royal Family may give fome Confo- 
Jation to the Publick. Perhaps. the World has 
not done her Juftice, and has mifconftrued that 
: Behaviour as Pride, which was the natural Con- 
fequence of an extream Indolence. ‘This Parti- 
cular, which was born with her, difcover’d itfelf 
even in her Dancing ; and that’s faying a great 
deal ; for every one knows that the Rapidity oF 
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the greater Part of the Zxg/ÿh Country Dances 
is enough. to turn the Head even of a Spectator. 
_-The Ball-lafted pretty long, and it was Eleven 
when we departed, We re-conduéted my Lady 
to her Lodging, and I return’d to mine with 
Mr. Lake. 


Every Body there was in Bed: We fupp’d 
tête a téte, and were juft thinking of retiring 
~when the Poft from Liege arriv’'d. He brought 
me fome Letters, and among thofe which he 
brought for our Houfe, there were two for our 
Captain; by the Superfcription of which, we 
found that he was the Marquefs of ---——. I was 
“no Stranger to his Name ; and as it was illuftri- 
‘ous, this Difcovery encreas'd in me the growing 
Efteem which I felt in his Favour, and which he 
_perfeétly mericed. I no longer wonder’d that I 
had feen him neither at the Ball, nor in the 
Walks, becaufe I had heard in general of his 
Misfortunes.. I engag’d Mr. Lake to affift me 
in diverting him, and we refolved to make him 
one of us with my Lady. I attack’d him the 
next Day we walk’d together; I even engaged 
_ him to come and play at my Lady’s, who was 
charm’d with his Wjr, and invited him to come 
whenever he pleas’d: Yet fhe own’d to us, that 
fhe thought him more polite than gay ; and that 
fhe could have wifh’d him the one, rather than 
the other. A-crofs the Pleafure which he feem’d 
to take, a Referve 6f Melancholy and Sadnefs 
was difcernable, which he could not conceal; 
and we pafs’d feveral Days without daring to ask 
him the Caufe. However, my Lady, as well as 
We, had a ftrong Curiofity to know it. One 
Day, as Mr. Lake led her to the Garden of the 
Gapuchins, where I was with the Marquefs, fhe 
pave 
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gave Birth to an Opportunity. I won’t trouble 
you, fays fhe, in paffing pretty near us; you 
feem engaged in Affairs of Secrecy. The Mar= 
quefs and I approach’d her to make our Honours, 
and to affure her that we were overjoy’d at being 
diverted by the Happinefs of her Prefence. No 
Compliments, Marquefs, fays my Lady, only let 
us know what you were talking of. Vil lay my 
Life, continued fhe, addrefling herfelf to me, 
that the Marquefs is telling you the Story of 
his paft Loves, to varnifh over that Indifference 
which he fhews the Ladies here. Beé merciful, 
I beg your Ladyfhip, fays the Marque!s, blufh- 
ing, Indifference to the Ladies has no Share in 
my Compifition ; I was born fufceprible of Love, 
and paffionate for the Fair Sex. I have lov’d ;. 
I have figh’d all my Life; but Love, even the 
Shadow of a Love, has caus’d me fo many Mif- 
fortunes, that I have every Inftant occafion to: 
recall ‘em, to refift that violent Inclination to 
love again, which I ftiil feel in myfelf, im 
fpight of the melancholy Experience which I! 
have already had. Mighty well, anfwer’d my 
Lady ; but I’m not fo credulous; and I fhall 
always doubt whether you have a Heart or no, 
till I’m inftructed in its Adventures. Referve 
fits 1il on People of your Nation; and we are io 
near the Point of parting for ever, that you’il 
run no Hazard in confiding in us. The other 
Ladies feconded the Requeft. The Marquefs ex- 
‘cufed himfelf, in that his Adventures had no- 
thing in ‘em delightful enough to fuit a Place 
where People breath nothing but Pleafure : How- 
ever, he was forced to yield to our preffing In- 
flances. We went into a green Bower near the 
great Bafon; where the Ladies having feated 
themfelves, obliged the Marquefs to place ser 
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felf oppofite to ‘em, between Mr. Lake and me ; 
and after fome Sighs, he began the melancholy 
Story of his Adventures, 


The Hiflory of the Marquefs 
‘4 G | 


Ÿ Story, Ladies, has nothing in it but 
what is doleful; and I believe it will 

aficct you. ‘The only Advantage which can ac- 
crue to me, is, that the Pieafure of obeying you 
in this Recital, “will probably fotten the forrow- 
ful Remembrance of my Misfortunes. ‘They ate 
tack’d me in my Cradle, and have obftinately 
purfu’d me ever fince: The firft of "em was the 
Lofs of my Mother at my Birth. The Circum- 
ftances in which fhe was ravifh’d from me, are 
too much to her Glory to be fupprefs’d. Our 
Family were Proteftants ; and as it was in fome 
Credit, it was not fpar’d in the Times of Dra- 
as Our Seat felt all the Fury of thofé 
ooted Miffionaries; they ruined the Avenues, 

they ravaged the Cellars, and their brutal Mad- 
nefs extended even to the digging up the Bodies 
of our Anceftors (which had been bury’d in a 
Vault near the Garden) and the throwing them 
upon the Dung-hill. My Mother, who was with 
_ Child of me, was fo affected with thefe Horrours. 
that fhe fell ill: The Officer who commanded 
the Dragoons, made ‘em beat a Drum in the 
next Room, in order to force her, by this Tor- 
ture, to fign the Abjuration, which they offered 
her. She refus’d with Conftancy, and dy’d two. 
Days afier my Birth. My Father, who was fhut 
up in a Chamber above, could not prevail to 
fee her in her laft Moments, nor to receive her 
lafi Sighs, becaufe he too perfifted inthe fame 
Refufal : 
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Refufal : But alas ! they foon conquer’d his 
Refolution, when they fhew’d him the Body 
of my Mother expos’d in the Court upon a 
little Straw, where they threatned to leave 
thofe precious Remains of his Love, as a Prey 
to Dogs and Birds. This frightful Speétacle 
touch’d him jo fenfibly, that at laft he did what 
they requir’d. Then the Dragoons retir’d, and 
took from him my Brother and me. My. Brother, 
who was five Years old, was brought up in a 
Society at Lyons, by order of the King; and my 
Education was entrufted to the Parion of the 
Parifh, who was to be refponfible for me. At 
the Age of feven Years I was remov’d to Paris, 
to the College des quatres Nations, where I was 
inftructed in the Roman Catholick Principles, 
*rill E was thirteen Years old ; when my Father, 
after having given füfficient Marks of his Con- 
verfion, had Leave to take us home to him. 
"Twas there thai I Jearn’d the Commencement of 
my Misfortunes ; and I confefs, that, in fpight 
of the Prejudices of Educarion, from that Mo- 
ment I felt a fecret Abhorrence to the Religion 
which I had been educated in. 


My Father who profefs’d it with Sincerity, as 

I think, thought of nothing but of confirming 
us init, in order to eftablifh our Fortunes. He 
fent me Into the Army, and kept my Brother 
with him. Madam Maintenon, who had our 
Converfion much at Heart, becaufe of our Alli- 
ance to her, procur’d me a Cornetcy in the Re- 
gement of N . But as I was yet very 
young, my Father, who diftrufted my Vivacity, 
recommended me to the Care of the Lieutenant- 
Colonel, who was a Friend of his. This Officer, 
whofe long and. glorious Services had acquir’d 
him a fplendid Fortune, had married a Lady in 
our 
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our Neighbourhood who had been very dear tomy 
late Moraer. They liv’d together in fweet Peace, 
and theie Union fuffer’d nothing from the Tu- 
mults of War, or the Change of Garifons. This 
happy Couple had no other Fruit of their Love 
but one Daughter, call'd Emilia, whom they 
were extreamiy tender of, and the Mother had 
educated with uncommon Care. Tho’ fhe was 
but fix Years old, and my Advantage in Age 
might naturally have excufed my Attention to 
her growing Charms, yet they touch’d me; and 
Love gave me then a Wound, which is not yet 
heal’d. Ihad the Honour of eating every Day 
at my Lieutenant-Colonel’s Table with his Lady. 
Infenfibly I look’d upon him as my Father, and 
felt an unfpeakable Complacency in rendring her 
the Refpeëts which I fhould have paid to a 
Mother. By this continued Intimacy, I liv’d 
with the young Ayilia, as with a Sifter whom I 
was infinitely fond of: I took a Pleafure in play- 
ing with her, and in diverting her before Mama, 
and in the little Sports adapted to her tender 
Years: She usd to call me her Husband, and I 
her my little Wife. ‘This amiable Infant fome- 
times aftonifh’d me with her Sallies and Anfwers ; 
but what moft engaged me was, that Emilia had 
a Senfibiliry beyond her Age. She never faw us 
departing for a Campaign without weeping, as 
if fhe had forfeen the Uncertainties of War. 
The Farewells which fhe particularly beftow’d 
on me, foften’d me even to Tears; nor did I 
begin to difcover the Caufe of this, “till I was 
taught it by the Part I fuffer’d laft War in the 
Misfortunes of France. I was taken Prifoner in 
the Battle of Hochftedt, and carry’d into Holland. 
In the Divifion which the States made of their 
Prifoners, I was fent to Frife, which is not the 
moft engaging of their Provinces, I ought, 

how- 
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however, to confefs, thar the Politenefs of the 
Nobles, and the Humanity of the Inhabitants, 
fenfibly leffen’d the Griefs which I felr in my 
Exile. As foon as I had inform’d my Father 
where I was, he made me Remittances confidera- 
ble enough to live handfomely. 1 wrote too to 
the Lieutenant-Colonel to know the Situation of 
his Fortune, and to receive News of my dear 
Emilia. She begg’d Leave to write to me, and I 
receiv’d Letters from her fo full of Tendernefs, 
that at length mine unveii’d itfeit : ‘The inimita- 
ble Marks of an Infant’s Carefles were fo lively 
painted in thofe Letters, that I believ’d them to 
be her own; and they co:firm’d me in my Opi- 
nion of her Wit. Nothing comforted me fo 
much in my Exile as this little Correfpondence, 
which her Mama approv’d of as inftructive to 
her ; and which, at her Time of Life, was of 
no Confequence : It was not the fame with me ; 
I was always fuil of this lovely Infant ; the Idea of 
my dear Emilia purfued me every where ; fhe was 
at the bottom of all my Projedts, and the Joy of 
feeing her again was my ftrongeft Motive to de- 
fire a Change. At length I Jearn’d that I was 
at Liberty, and that Madam Yinteron had 
procur’d me a Troop of Horfe. This Account 
alafm’d my Heart, becaufe I was afrcid of being 
tranfplanted into another Regiment, and thrown 
beyond the Reach of fecing and converfing with 
my dear Emilia. Indeed, I fhould have pre- 
ferr’d the Pleafure of feeing her, to my Ad- 
vancement. This Inquietude made me go direéti 
to her, when I arriv’d in France, to difclofe the 
Concern of my Heart: I was overjoy’d to learn 
there, that I continu’d ftill in the fame Reyi- 
ment; and my Trarfports betraying my Paflion, 
I exprefs’d.it in Terms which gave her Fa- 
ther room enough to guefs the Truth. He 
thougüt 
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thought himfelf obliged to bid his Lady obferve 
my Behaviour, becauie now their Daughter grew 
old enough to think of regulating her Conduct, 
In Effcét, Emilia, whom [ had not feen in che 
Space of two Years, was vaftly alrer’d; her 
Features had unfolded themielves, her Shape was 
form’d, and every thing in her diicover’d the 
Sketch of the moft charming Perfon that had ever 
liv’d ; T'ho’ fhe was fair, her Eyes were large and 
fprightiy, and marvelioufly eniiven’d the Sweet- 
nefs and Tendernefs which were painted in her 
Face. She had the fineft Complexion in the 
World ; and. that Bloom of Beauty, which no- 
thing but Youth can give, was heighten’d by the - 
Charm of her rifing Bofom. She had all that 
could compofe.a perfect Beauty: befides the Pro- 
portion of her Features, che fine Turn of her 
Face, and the Delicacy of her Shape, fhe had 
that Agreement of the Whole, which has hitherto 
found no Name. In a Word, Emilia charm’d 
me, and I had not Courage to tell her fo. Re- 
fpect took Place of that Familiarity which we 
had liv’d in, and my Paflion naturally perform’d 
what her Father defir’d. But as it often hap- 
pens, that a Fire becomes more raging by all 
Endeavours to fupprefs it, fo my Paflion encreas’d 
by Reftraint. I lov’d Emilia to excefs, and - 
burnt with a Defire of revealing it; but my 
fear of difpleafing her, taught me to forbear 
the dear Declaration, even in fpight of myfelf 
Emilia feign’d an Ignorance of my Paflion, and 
her Modefty conceal’d from me the Efteem fhe 
had for me. My Refpeét for her, made me find 
a Sweetnefs in this Referve. I don’t doubr, 
Ladies, but you are well acquainted with the 
Value of Sighs, which proceed from a refpectful 
_ and ftifled Paffion. The fucceflive Defires which 
it gives Birth to, have a Delicacy beyond Ex- 
| preflion : 
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preflion: Doubtlefs you would aver, that thefe 
nicer Joys are the Privilege of a Love founded 
on Eiteem and Virtue, and diftinguifh it from 
that brutal Paffion which tends only to Pof- 
feflion, and always ends there : Every thing con- 
tributed to the Encreafe of mine. The Virtue 
of my dear Emilia, regulated all its Motions ; 
the Sweetnefs of her Conver‘ation gave unipeaka- 
ble Joy ; her virtuous Behaviour, and the Subli- 
mity of her Sentiments, wound up my Kefpeët to 
fuch a Height, that I thought her the Standard 
of Virtue: I durft not even take my Leave of 
her, when I departed for the laft Campaign which 
I made with her Father, for fear I fhould betray 
my Tendernefs at Separation. This Campaign, 
which was fo fatal to France, was {o too to my 
poor Emilia : There fhe loft her Father, who 
dy’d glorioufly in the Battle of Malploquet The 
Senfe of this Lofs was refl:étea trom his too 
tender Daughter to me, without any Abatement: 
but as my Duty detain’d me in the Regiment, I 
could only write to the Widow to endeavour 
her Confolation. The Peace of Utrecht giving 
us fome Refpite, I came to Paris, where Ma- 
dam de had remov’d with her lovely Daugh- 
ter. Our firft Interview was exceeding moving. 
The Tears of Emilia gave new Energy to her 
Charms and my Love. To give her a Proof of 
it, J venturd to folicit Madam de Mainteron in 
their Behalf. As her Influence was ftiil as great 
as ever, fhe had the Goodnefs to procure an 
Addition to the Widow’s Penfion. The Thinks 
fhe paid me on that Account, gave me an Oc- 
cafion of declaring to her my Paflion for Zyilia ; 
and after fome Sollicitation, fhe had the Good- 
nefs to approve ir. *Iwas then, indeed, that 
Emilia charm’d me by a Declaration of her Sen- 
timents in my Favour. I took Lodgings in their 

Neighbour- 
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Neighbourhood, that I might be within reach 
of my dear Emilia, during the Year I ftaid at 
Paris to make my Court to Madam Maintenon ; 
now and then vifiting my Regiment, and ftriving 
to reconcile my Duty and my Love. The King’s 
~ Death finifh’d his Favourite’s Reign, and my 
Happinefs. -How mild foever the Regency ap- 
pear’d, it had its Severities, and exerted them 
too towards Hyiia’s Mother, in retrenching her 
Penfion. I follicited the Re-eftablifhment of it 
wich all poffible Zeal ; and by the Intereft ofthe 
Abbefs of Cheiles (to whom I was powerfully 
recommended) I obtain’d it at the End of fix 
Months. That Prince{s was then at Val de Grace: 
Tengaged Eymifig and her Mother to wait upon 
her and thank her for her Goodnefs to them. 
Alas! [little knew the Precipice I was jumping 
down: But who can fee into Futurity ? In going 
out of her Highnefles Parlour, we met the Prince 
of - In ali Appearance he was violently 
fmitten with Eyilia’s Beauty: As fhe follow'd 
her Mama (whom I was leading to the Coach}, 
he offer’d his Hand to conduct her thither too, 
and undoubtedly for an Gpportunity of enter- 
taining her. We made no Reflection on this 
- tho’ fo particular a Civility ; and we attributed 
this Diftinétion to the native Gallantry of the 
Prince. Emilia herfelf turn’d off the Converta- 
tion, to bring it back to the Service which I 


~~ Behif intead of ufing it to Amprove my own 
Gnt-r-t at Court; and thaffhe could fcarce 
221.1, De prevail 
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prevail on herfelf to give me her Hand, fince 
fhe could give fo little with it. This Difcourfe 
gave me Pain, and refolving not to be out-done 
in Generoficy, I threw myfelf at her Feet, fwore 
an eternal Love ; and affur’d her, that in Cir- 
cumftances infinitely lower, her Merit would be 
the only Object of my Wifhes; and I bege’d 
her Mother, who was prefent, to haften the Ac- 
complifhment of ’em. She had the Goodnefs to 
repeat her Affurances of Efteem; and we refolv’d 
that I fhould make the Propofal to my Father. 
i departed next Day in order to find him. He 
receiv’d my Propofal with Joy, and immediately 
wrote to the Mother to beg her Confent that 
the ancient Union between the Families might 
be ftrengthen’d by a new Link. My elder Bro- 
ther (who was of a fickly Complexion) defire 
my Father to give me all the Advantages he 
could, and advis’d him to purchafe fome Farms 
vo enlarge my Portion; becaufe my Father, by 
means of Money fallen to him, had purchas’d an 
Eftate of three hundred thoufand Francs, which he 
was endeavouring to erect into a Marquifate, 
and which would defcend to the eldeft Son. 
Accordingly he made confiderable Changes upon 
this Occafion, to enlarge my Fortune; and I 
muft avow to the Honour of my Brother, that 
in this Affair he behaved very differently trom 
what is ufual among elder Brothers. I fet out again 
for Pavis, with my Father’s Confent and a Senfe 
of his Favours in Behalf of my Marriage. Emilia 
receiv’d me with all imaginable Tendernefs. The 
Conafent of our Families permitting her at length 
to lay open her Sentiments with Decency, fhe 
affur’d me, fhe had never wifh’d any thing fo 
ardently as to be able to convince me of her 
Efteem: For in fhort, my dear Marquefs, faid 
fe, if your Cares have prevented my Sender 
or 
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for you, mine have trod upon the Heels of yours. 
I lov’d you without knowing it. I blamed my 
felf for it as foon as I perceived it ; becaufe, as 
my Fortune was leflen’d by the Death of my 
Father, J imagin’d I ought not to engage you 
in a Paffion fo little conducive to vour Advance- 
ment. My Situation appear’d to me fo improper 
to procure your Happinefs, that I fentenced my 
felf to ftifle this growing Paffion, and to confine 
it within the Verge of Efeem: But unable to 
fupprefs the Flame, I reproach’d myfelf for 
having fuffer’d, you to difcover that my Senti- 
ments in your Favour exceeded that Efteem. 
Your Generofity conquers my Scruples ; and fince 
vou believe that the Union of our Hearts may 
contribute to your Happinefs, afiure yourtelf, 
my dear Marquefs, that you have mine while I 
have Life. So tender a Speech awak’d in me 
the utmoft Senfibility of Gratitude; and I re- 
new'd all my Vows to her, fealing ‘em with a 
‘Kils which I ravifh’d from her beauteous Hand. 
Alas! ’twas the only Favour ever granted me 
by that virtuous Maid. Thus we pafs’d feveral 
Days, from Morning “till Night entertaining our 
felves with mutual Tendernefs, and regulating 
the Preparations for our approaching Union. 


However, it was deferr’d on account of the 
News which I receiv’d of the Danger in which 
my Brother was. I was obliged to go and lay his 
Cafe before one of the King’s Phyficians in whofe 
Abilities he confided, and who, at that Time, 
‘was in the Country about ten Leagues from 
Paris. 1 took Leave of Emilia and her Mo- 
ther with Difquiers which I could not account 
for. 1 was even aftonifh’d at the mutual Softnefs 
which pafs’d between us. It was nor natural 
fox f fhort an Abfence ; but was the Effect of 
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thofe Forebodings which we feel without know- 
ing them. I return'd the next Day. My firt 
Care, at my Arrival, was to go to my dear Emilia. 
But how-great was my Surprife to find her Mo- 
ther all in Tears, and to fee her regard me with 
Horrour. What's the Matter, Madam, faid I, 
and what has happen’d ? And dare you ask me, 
perfidious Man, (anfwer’d fhe) after what you 
have done? Is there a blacker Crime than yours? 
After having feduced my Daughter and cover’d 
her with perpetual Shame, you come here to 
infult me with affected Civility. This is the 
Reward of my Tendernefs for her and you. O 
unhappy Mother, cry’d fhe, how much am I to 
be pitied ! You may eafily imagine how deeply 
thefe Reproaches affected me, unjuft as they 
were. The Diforder into which they threw me, 
fcarce left me Power to frame an Anfwer ; but 
my Tears and Sighs fupply’d their Place; and 
notwithftanding my Prayers to the Mother, to 
unfold the Fate of Æwäia which I was yet a 
Stranger to, I could get nothing but new Re- 
proaches. Ungrateful Man, faid fhe, have I 
deferv’d this Ufage 2, Was one Month’s Delay fe 
long to one who had figh’d fo many Years? 
Return me my Daughter and be gone. At that 
Word I was thunder-ftruck, and the unhappy 
Mother, underftanding my Confufion as a Con- 
feffion, embraced me in her Arms, and tenderly 
faid tome, Ah! Sir, if itis mot yet too late, ler 
us avoid the Difhonour of infamous Report : 
Refiore me, Sir, reflore me my dear Ewmilia. 
‘That Name fo dear to my Love, awak’ning my 
Innocence and alarming my Paffion, I threw my 
felf at her Moëher’s Feet, and protefted to her 
that I had not feen her Daughter. And indeed, 
what Ground was there for this Charge againft | 
me, whofe Fondnefs was always blended with fo — 
much ~ 
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‘much Reïpeét, and who had no Reafon to appra 
hend a Difappointment ? The Lady’s Grief fur- 
nifh’d all the Likelihood for her Sufpicions ;‘and — 
the Tears which I] fhed, the Oaths, the Pro- 
teftations which I made, at length gain’d Belief’ 
_ that I had no fhare in her Abfence. How long, 

faid I, has the difappear’d ? inform me of the 
Circumftances, at any Hazard, even at that of 
my Life, Pll learn her Fate. Æwilixs Piety 1s 
too delicate to let her forget her Duty ; I know 
her Sentiments, and have no doubt, either of 
her Affection or her Virtue: Undoubtedly, Ma- — 
dam, Violence has been offer’d Yous.are 
injur’d, Marquefs, reply’d the Lady all in Tears ; 
“tis you muft revenge my Daughter, and vind:- 
cate your Honour and mine. 


After having allow’d fome Moments to the 
firft Motions of our Grief, I learn’d that my 
dear Emitia went out about Noon the Day be- 
fore to go to Mafs in the Church of St. Fofe, 
the Gates of which open’d into a Street where 
almoft all the Houfes were fhur. I went to 
inform myfelf among the Neighbours if they 
had feen any thing. I could find no Traces. E 
waited on the Lieutenant of ibe Police to prefer 
-my Complaint to him, and to beg his Affiftance 
in my Search. He had the Goodnefs, immedi- 
ately to fend Scouts abroad, and difpatch’d an 
Order to all inferiour Officers to examine 
into all the Inns and publick Houfes, and to 
inform themfelves of all who had been there for 
two Days. I went myfelf to abundance of fuf- 
pected Places: but our Enquiries met with no 
Light, no Glimpfe of Difcovery. At laft I went 
to the Quinze-Vingts, to find out the blind Man 
who kept his Station at the Gate of St. Joffe, 
to know whether he had heard any thing, of this: 

os Adven- 
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Adventure. As ridiculous as this Enquiry may 
feem to be, yet this very blind Man gave us the 
firft Intimation of Evmilia’s unhappy Fate. He. 
told me, that a little Beggar had inform’d him 
that be had feen a Lady put into a Coach with 
fome Violence. Upon his affuring me that he 
knew where this Beggar liv’d 1 gave him save 
Louis d’or, and took him into my Coach in order 
to find the other. In Effeét we found this Boy, 
who confirm’d the blind Man's Account, and [ 
carried them both to the Mother. The Boy 
among feveral Pictures diftinguifh’d that of 
Emilia, and even defcrib’d the Habit which Æ- 
wmilia wore that Day. ‘Thefe melancholy Tokens 
only confirm’d our Misfortune without bringing 
any Relief. However, I fent for the Officer of 
that Diftri€&t to take their Depofitions, which 
were immediately fent to the Lieutenant of the 
Police ; but his exact Enquiries could make no 
further Difcovery. We made no doubt of Zmi- 
Bas being carry’d off; pus knew not where to fix 
the Sufpicion. Thefe Rapes had been very. 
fafhionable at Paris for about a Year; feveral 
young Women had been mifling; and within 
three Months before, the Daughter of a Merchant 
in Sr. Honoria’s Street had been taken from the 
very Door of her Father’s Shop. Thefe melan- 
choly Examples gave us no Confolation, and we 
_ had no Relief but in our Tears. I did not for- 
fake Emilia’s Mother, becaufe I found an Eafe 
in bewailing with her our mutual Misfortune. 


I was one Morning engaged in this forrowful 
Employment at the Foot of her Bed, when a 
Servant brought up Word to his Lady, that a 
Gentleman wanted to entertain her upon an Affair 
of the greateft Moment. As foon ds he enter’d,. 
he frankly defir’d that I might retire. The Lady 
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told him that he might freely open himfelf bas :: 

fore me; but whatever Arguments fhe could : 
allege, he infifted upon a private Conference, and 
Tretir’d into a neighbouring Clofer. As foon a$ 
he found they were alone, he told the Lady that 
he came to give her News of her Daughter. 
- Alas! faid fhe, I was lamenting her with the 
Gentleman whom you obliged to quit the Room: 
give me Leave to re-call him: No Body has 
more Entereft in her than he; he was upon the 
Point of marrying her. Immediately fhe call’d 
me to come and learn News of Emilia. Ah, Sir, 
cry’d I, you reftore usto Life: Tell us quickly 
the Place of her Retreat. Here you fee a dif- 
coniolate Parent and a defperate Lover. ‘The 
Gentleman anfwer’d, that fhe was not loft, and 
that with great Prudence and Secrecy fhe might 
regain her Liberty. I come, added he, to offer 
you my Arm and my Life, as well as the Lives 

of three of my Friends if rhe Exigency sequicr 
it: They are, like me, Men of Refolution———~ 
‘Twas preparing to follow him; but the Lady 
flopping me, begged him to tell her, at leaft, 
where here Daughter was. ‘The Gentleman de- 
cin’d it, becaufe good Manners would not per- 
mit the Relation before a Lady. .At length, the 
Force of Soilicitation drew from him — that the 
virtuous Zmilia was in a Brothel where fhe had 
been forcibly placed. At this I fell in a Rage, 
and burning to have the fatal Myftery unravel’d, 
trembled for Fimilia’s Innocence. Her Mother, 
all in Tears, begged the Gentleman to finifh this 
frange Relation, in order to the better concert- 
ing her Delivery. He told us, that the preceed- 
ing Day he went to a Houfe of Pleafure in the 
‘Suburbs ot St Afartin in order to pafs the Night 
there. There, fays he, I ask’d for a pretty Girl,, 
and they gave me an Account of one exquifitely 
D4 hand- 
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handfome, but fo coy, that the Prince of —— 
could not prevail (then we knew the Author of 
our Mifery,) ‘The Gentleman continuing his Re- 
cital went on. Iregarded thefe Commendations 
as the common Artifice of that Sort of Women 
in order to promote their infamous Bufinefs. In 
fhort, whether thro’ Vanity or my Deftiny, I 
refolv’d upon this Girl Vii own to you thatI 
iufpeéted her Coynefs toward the Prince of 
owing only to his Deformity. ‘They conducted 
me to her, and I found her charming tho’ all 
in Tears. I endeavour’d to warm her with my 
Carefles, which fhe repuls’d with Threats of at- 
tempting every thing againft herfelf and me. Such 
uncommon Severity, in fuch a Place, aftonifh’d 
me. I ask’d her with what Defign fhe came 
there, and whether fhe was detain’d there by 
Force ? You appear generous, faid fhe, and I'll 
acquaint you who I am: perhaps you'll be 
touch’d with my Condition. They took me from 
the Gate of St. Fofe’s Church. I have been here 
this Week.. My Mother lives in fuch a Place, 
and if you'll condefcend to inform her of my 
frightful Situation, I hope Heaven wilt reward 
you. Her Tears which accompany’d this Dif- 
. courfe touch’d me fo fenfibly, that my Paffion 
changed into Refpeét. I affur’d her, that her 
Virtne had nothing to fear from me ; and that E 
wou'd aflift her to my utmoft. I pafs’d the Night 
with her, left if I quitted her, fhe might be de- 
liver’d into the Hands of fomebody brutal enough 
to offer Violence to her: and this Morning | 
wait on you with thefe Advices. 


Ewmilia’s Mother lavifh'd her Tears during this 
Recital, which rais'd me to a pitch of Fury hardly 
manageable. We blefs’d the generous Gentle- 
man for his Regard to the innocent Emilia ; and, 

in 
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in fpight of the various Paflions which agitated 
us, we could not help admiring the Force of 
Virtue, which could command Refpeét even in 
a Place dedicated to Vice, ‘and from thofe whe 
were its greateft Enemies. At length, after ha- 
ving deliberated on various Meafures, we refolv'd 
to wait on the Lieutenant of the Police, whither’ 
the generous Gentleman would accompany me. 
The Lieutenant, delighted with the Difeovery, 
immediately fent for the Officer of the Diftrict, 
and in the mean time difpatch’d Scouts and Spies 
round that imfamous Place: And then mounted 
a Company of Guards to furround it. However, 
he was of Opinion, that I myfelf, with my Friend, 
fhould go to amufe the Miftrefs of the Houfe, 
and guard the Place. The Gentleman under- 
cook to entertain that infamous Creature, and I 
demanded a Sight of her whom they call’d the 
Coy one in that infernal School. Immediately 
they forced that Innocent Victim into the Room 
where E was, without regard ta her Tears and 
Cries. She was pale, disfigur’d, her Eyes bath’d 
in Tears. Good God ! Whata Spectacle for a 
Lover ; and how fenfibly was my Soul touch’d 
at the cruel Situation of my dear Emilia. I drew 
near to comfort her and to inform her of our 
Contrivance: But her Grief and Virtue teaching 
her to fufpe& every thing in that Sink of In- 
famy, fhe repuls’d me rudely without knowing 
ine. Immediately diffolving into Tears I threw 
myfelf at her eer, and fald to her, Emilia, my 
dear Emilia don’t you know your refpeétful 
Lover ? Good God — cry’d fhe, where am f, 
and what do I fee ! and in {peaking thus, fhe feil 
into aSwoon. Icatch’d her in my Arms, and 
{trove in vain to revive her. I was forced to call 
Help. My Friend ran to us in the Moment that 
we heard the Guard which furrounded the Houfe. 
+. pe D 5 ‘The 
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Houfe. The Commiffary hearing fome Neife in 
the Houfe, and believing that fome Violence was: 
offered us, gave the Signal, and introduced his: 
Train. ‘Fhey feiz'd immediately the deteftable 
Bawd, and with her feven of her domeftick Pro- 
Mtitutes. ‘Fhey were carry’d out, venting a thou- 
fand Imprecations, the Occafion of which was 
glorious to Emilia, and were led to Jail on Foot 
and in the Face of the Sun. 


During thefe Emotions, Emilia revived ; and: 
eafting her Eyes upon me, faid faintly, my 
dear Marquefs, to what a Fate was I referv’d ? 
What does my dear Mother fay, and what does 
fhe think of her unhappy Daughter? She admires 
your Virtue, fays FE, and will be here in a 
Minute to embrace you: For I had fent my 
Coach for her, and the Commifiary went in it, 
to beg her to come and fee and receive her 
Daughter. She foon arriv’d, and as it was yet 
high Day, the Commiflary advis’d us to ftay 
there “til! Night to avoid Noife. It’s impoflible 
to exprefs the Joy we felt in recovering Emilia, 
and in feeing her Virtue triumphant even in the 
Temple of Vice. Our Eyes accuftom’d to Tears. 
pour’d out thofe of Joy. ‘The Mother embraced 
that dear Daughter, while I ravifh’d her Hand. 
‘So moving a Sight foften’d the whole Company. 
The Gentleman to whom we ow’d her Deli- 
verance, found himfelf forced to pay a new 
Homage to Emilia’s Virtue. He begg’d her on 
his Knees to forget the Injury which he had de- 
fign’d her. ‘ Forgive, Madam, faid he, “ the 
“ brutal Fury which a blind Paflion had infpir’d 
“me with. Your Virtue, more prevalent than 
““ my Tendency to Vice, taught me a Leflon of 
“ Wifdom, which I fhall never forget. If I 
ought to blufh at having receiv’d thofe In- 
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& fruétions in a Place of Debauchery, the 
‘ Glory of having been inftramental to your 
_ Delivery will wipe off the Ignominy. Per 
« haps Heaven conduéted you hither only to 
“ make your Chaftity fhine forth, and to reduce 
“ me to Virtue.” The fweet Emilia raifing the 
Gentleman, embraced him (by her Mother's Or- 
der) and handfomely return’d him Thanks for 
the generous Pains he had taken; and as the 
Night was arriv’d, we conducted Emiiia home,. 
where the Lady, her Mother, detain’d at Supper 
the Gentleman to whom we ow’d the Recovery 
of that virtuous Maid. 


While we waited Supper, the Lady defir’d her 
dear Daughter to acquaint us with the Circum= 
~ ftances of her Rape. She told us, that in going: 
out of the Church, fhe was accofted by a well 
dreft Gentlewoman, who amus’d her with Dif- 
courfe, “till infenfibly they came over-againf a» 
Coach ; and immediately fhe found herfelf forced’ 
into it by two Servants, without having Time te 
ery out. ‘The pretended Madam placing herfelf 
there in a Moment, drew up the Windows, * 
which were of Wood, like thofe of Hackney | 
Coaches, and by thofe Means cut off all Relief, 
The Coach after feveral Rounds ftopp’d in a. 
Court where they made her alight, and from: 
thence fhut her up in a Chamber which leok’d 
only into that Court. In the Evening of the 
fame Day, fays fhe, I faw the Prince of — 
enter, who propos’d to entertain me in convenient 
Lodgings, with a fhining Equipage and twenty. 
thoufand Livers a Year. I ftrove to diffemble the 
Horrour which I felt at this Propofal, im repre- 
fenting mildly-to the Prince, that as my Heart 
was pre-engaged, I could not accept his Offer: 
and that he might depend on the Sincerity of 
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this Refufal by the little Notice I had taken of 
his Billets: For, added fhe, I had receiv’d two 
by means of a Beggar, who had artfully convey’d 
“em into my Book ; and through fear of pene a 
my Mother or of allarming the Marquefs, 
fupprefs’d them, imagining that this Contempt 
would repulfe the Prince. However, finding that 
thefe Arguments did not move him, and that 
he was preparing to make ufe of all the Advan- 
tage which Solitude gave him, I feiz’d the Candle- 
fick which ftood on the Table, and vow’d to 
defend myfelf againft his Brutality to my laft 
Breath. My Kelolution terrifying him, he re- 
tir’d. As foon as-he was gone; the Woman who 
had carried me away came to chide me for my 
Severity, and made me remove to a Chamber 
among half a Dozen infamous Creatures in- 
dtruéted to corrupt me. Spare me, faid Eyilia 
burfting into Tears, the Scenes of Lewdnefs and 
Obfcenity which I was witnefs to during the two 
er three Days thefe Monfters of Iniquity were 
Jet loofe upon me. No, Hell with all. its Hor- 
rours contains nothing more frightful than thofe 
gurfed Creatures. I moan’d, I wept, I invok’d 
the Affiftance of Heaven, and begg’d for Death 
every Minute ; and {weet it would have been to 
me, At length the Prince return’d to me, and 
believing me feduced by fo many infamous Lef- 
fons and Examples, he renew’d his Promifes and 
Threats, I recall’d my former Refolution ; and 
after having reproach’d him with his Brutality 
in the ftrongeft Terms, I threw myfelf all in 
Tears at his Feet, and begged him not to fully 
the Luftre of his Houfe by fo infamous a Stain. 
But finding him unmov’d at my Tears, I changed 
my Tone. How fcandalous is it for you, my 
Prince, faid I, to bufy yourfelf in feducing a 
"Woman of Fafhion, while you ought, like ous 
Oe 
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Anceftors to be employ’d in winning Battles. 
Go, cowardly Prince, and feek elfewhere a more 
. glorious Death ; for, be affur’d your Life fhall 
pay for an Attack upon my Innocence. Stung 
with this Difcourfe he retir’d, call’d me infolent, 
and told me that I fhould have Leifure to repent. 


After this Victory I was confin’d in my 
Chamber, ‘till this Gentleman came to demand 
me; and you know the reft, faid fhe, melting 
again into Tears We imagin’d that the Prince 
having proceeded fo far durft not attend to thofe 
Motions of Pity which he felt; and as one 
Crime is the Foundation of another, in order 
to conceal his, he had refolv’d to leave Eyilia 
in that infamous Place: In that Imagination, 
the next Day I conducted Emilia’s Mother to the 
Licutenant of the Police, and begged him to 
punifh privately the miferable Conductor of this 
Enterprize. That Magiltrate was inexorable ; 
and tho’ he perceiv’d the Force of our Argu- 
ments, he told us that the Publick Good re- 
quir’d fhe fhould be made a publick Example ; 
_and accordingly the next Day the Sentence was 
pronounced. 


This Wretch, after having pafs’d thro’ every 
Degree of the moft infamous Debauchery, had 
erected at her Houfe a publick Academy of Vice. 
She liv’d in a very handfome Houfe and kepr 
an Equipage neat enough. In fhort, fhe was a 
true Lais, and had reviv’d the ancient Proverb, . 
viz. Non cuivis Homini contingit adire Corinthum .: 
for indeed it coft a Piece of Gold to ‘enter 
her Door ; and Strangers. made it a Point ¢ £ 
Religion to vifit this infamous Place. Her Pu- 
nifhment was attended with fuch comical Circum. 
ftances, that I don’t doubt Ladies, you'll be 
: . er ath A LÉ: willing 
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willing to know ’em. This wretched Creature” 
was mounted and ty’d on an Afs with her Face to 
the Tail, and led by two of the Executioner’s 
Servants, who had before fhav’d her Head at 
the Caftle Gate. Ou her Back was fix’d a Writ- 
ing which in two Words defcrib’d her infamous 
‘Frade. She was followed by the feven unhappy 
Creatures found at her Houfe. ‘They were bare- 
foot, in white but tatter’d Gowns, and their 
Hair loofe without any Head-drefS. At every 
Crofs-way in Paris the Hangman fhav’d one, 
and every time whipp’d their infamous Principal, 
whom at length he conduéted without the Gates: 
of Paris, whence fhe was for ever banifh’d, af- 
ter having been branded with an Iron. Her 
feven Damfels were led to the Hofpital through 
the Shouts of the Mob. 


This Penalty, juft as it was, compleated our 
Mifery. Æmilia could not endure the Publication 
of her Misfortune : She declar’d to us that fhe 
had refolv’d to retire for a Fortnight into the 
Convent of in the middle of Paris, there 
to purge her Eyes and Ears of thofe Obfceniries 
which fhe had been witnefs to. How much fo 
ever this Refolution alarm’d me, it was impoflible 
for me to break it. The Lady her Mother 
went with her thither, fearing they might take: 
Advantage of Emilia’s Melancholy, to infufe 
into her a Fondnefs for the Cloyfter. But in vain 
fhe watch’d her; Æ£wilia had taken her Refolu- 
tion, and at laft told iz her plainly When her 
Mother prefs’d ber Engagements to me, which: 
left her no Power to form new ones; the Mar- 
quefs, fays fhe, is too generous to compel me, 
and [I am too miferable to wifh him a Share in 
ry Infamy: I won’c fo much as fee him ‘ill J 
have compleated my Sacrifice by taking the es 
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The Lady her Mother, who was always ir... 
hopes of conquering her, had conceal’d her Refo- 
lution from me: but it could not be long con- 
ceald Ah, what a terrible Blow was this to: 
my Heart! I wept, I threaten’d, I fent for the 
‘Superiour of the Convent; I reproach’d her with: 
having feduced my dear Emilia ; 1 begged at leaft 
to fpeak to her, but all in vain. I went and in- 
form’d the Cardinal de Noailles, of the Wrong E 
fufter’d.; and his Eminence had the Goodnefs to: 
go to the Convent and examine the Affair. He 
talk’d with Emilie, and found her fo refolute, 
that he himfelf perform’d the Ceremony of giving 
her the Veil: He brought me the forrowful 
Account, and a Letter which Emilia had wrote 
to me. I preferve it, fays the Marqueis, and 
will read it to you. 


Emilia’s Letier to the Marques of ——y 


4 F'TER the fatal Stroke which your Eyes. 
“ JR were Witneffes ro, I thought nothing 
# remain’d but the Neceflity of banifhing myfelf 
from ‘em forever. *Tis a Method which Pro- 
vidence has made ufe of to tear me from a 
# Pafion which perhaps I fhould have been 
“ unable to regulate. Let us comfort ourfelves,. 
my dear Marquefs, and fubmit to that fuperiour 
Power which has placed an unfurmountable 
“¢ Bar between us. J am told that you: are im- 
patient to fee me: but what would fuch an: 
Interview avail but to re-kindle in me a Fire: 
“ which I ought to dread? Alas ! miferable 
Woman aslam, even in writing this I ex- 

perience how much I ought to fear and to 
avoid you. No, my Dear, demand no more 
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& to fee me. That's at an End. A Veil, Walls 
““ and Grates, if poffible, will hide my Shame 
“ forever. Adieu. The ‘Fears which tall upon 
“ my Paper redouble at that cruel Word. Adieu, 
«© —~ once more I bid the laft Adicu, my dear 
“© Marquefs. Ifto be belov'd will fatisfy you, 
“ aflure yourfelf that you are more fo than ever 


« Man was. 
Emilia. 


‘Tender as was this Letter, continu’d the Mar- 
quefs king it, Tiook’d on it as the Sentence 
ef my Death. How, Zmilia, cry’d I, even in 
the Prefence of the Cardinal, 1s it thus you treat 
your unhappy Lover? O ye Sighs of fo many 
Years have ye deferv’d this Recompence! O 
Sir, how barbarous is your Religion! Was it 
not enough that it coft me a Mother, muft it rob 
me of Awilia too! In fhort, Grief made me 
Speak lo many indifcreet Things, that a Prelate 
lefs moderate than the Cardinal of Paris would 
have taken ’em iil: But the good Cardinal pity- 
ing my Condition ftrove to comfort me. He 
‘employ’d all his common-place Perfwafives to 
affwage my Tranfports; but all in vain} [ left 
his Palace full of Love and Fury, and that Agi- 
tation threw me into fo violent a Fever, thar I 
was forced to go to Bed when I came home. My 
Inefs encreas’d to fuch a Degree that my Life 
or at leaft my Reafon was given over for loft. 
I fell into a perpetual Delirium which lafted 
more than three Months, during which I re- 
peated every Moment the Name of Emilia; I 
{poke to her, I wrote to her, and it was only by 
fpeaking of ber to me, that I was prevail’d on 
to comply with the Prefcriptions of the Phy- 
ficians. ‘The Lady her Mother who came every 
à = Tia ie Day 
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Day to fee me, took fo much Care of me. that 


in a Month after the Fever had left me, E was 
_ ftrong enough to go abroad. 


Immediately I went to the Convent, where 
Emilia perfilted to the End in refufing to fee me, 
that fhe might not expofe herfelf ro be tempted 
to decline the cruel Sacrifice which fhe was pre- 
paring for. I curs’d a thoufand times (as I went 
our) the Cloyfter and the Grates; and meeting 
an Officer, a Friend of mine whom I had not feen 
a long time, and who was ignorant of my Mif- 
fortunes, I took him into my Chariot to make 
him the Recital. After fome Turns az Cours: 
where the Phyficians had order’d me to take the 
Air, we went to the Regent’s Coffee-Houfe. 
One Stroke was wanting to the Completion of 
my Misfortunes, and I met that Stroke. As my 
Thoughts were enflam’d by the Recital which 4 
had juft made, I fpoke too loud and too unguard- 
edly of the Prince of I even read with 
Delight a Ballad made on a Piece of his Gallan- 
try: The Song turn’d upon a fmall Difafter, 
well deferv’d, and in my Opinion due to the 
Bafenefs~“of his Paffion. Intoxicated with the 
Pleafure of this Revenge, I forgot who had lent 
me the Song and I put it down upon a Table, 
fo that no Body doubted my being the Author. 
The Prince was inform'd of it; and the Regent 
- overjoy'd at an Opportunity of obliging him fent 
me to the Baftile. Six Months f endur’d this 
melancholy Confinement ; and I had pafs’d four 
of ‘em b-fore I could win the Governor’s Per- 
mülon to write an open Letter to Eywilia’s Mo- 
ther, who was very uneafy at my Condition. 
That Lady went to the Cardinal, and from 
thence to the Lieutenant de Ja Police, to beg. that 
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be wouldjfoften my Imprifonment, and to learn 
my Offence. That Magiftrate came to fee me. 
E confefs'd my Indifcretion to him ; and as he 
knew the Foundation of it, he had the Goodneis 
to fpeak of it to the Regent ; and his Royal 
Highnefs order’d my Enlargement. The Cardinal 
of Noailles, by an Excefs of Prudence, inferted a 
very hard Claufe. His Eminence was afraid I 
fhould difturb the fatal Ceremony of Evilia’s 
Vows; and to prevent that Difturbance, the 
Warrant which releas’d me from the Baftile or- 
der’d that I fhould quit Paris the fame Day; 
that I fhould not return there “till after fix 
Months, and that in twenty-four Hours I fhould 
render myfelf at my Garrifon.. I bad only time 
to go and embrace Emilia’s Mother, and then I 
took Poft to lie at Meaux. From thence I wrore 
to her dear Daughter, to reproach her with the 
‘Severity with which fhe refus’d to {es me; and: 
the next Day I puxiued my Roaa towards m 

Regiment. ‘There I liv’d upon Tears and Sighs, ~ 
prepar’d for thofe new Misforrunes which have 
fince fallen upon my Head without Intermiflion. 


Here the Marquefs foftning into Tears, we in- 
terrupted his Recital] to cori dole with him, and to 
confider how very juft his Giief was. We beg~ 
ged his Pardon for our Hrrie Railleries intended 
purely to divert him ; and my Lady taking him. 
by the Hand had a Mind to a Turn or two in 
the Walk before we retired. She thank’d the 
Marque!s for what he had recited of his Hiftory 
and begged the Sequel ar another time. The Ladies. 
too, difcreetly turn’d off the Difcourfe to another 
Subject ; and to diffipate his Melancholy we 
accofted fome Ænglifh Ladies whom we convey’d 


home. 
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We found the Company much encreas’d in our 
Inn. While we were at the Capuchins a great 
many had arriv’d ; and there fell to our Share two 
‘Englifhmeén, an Italian Cavalier, two Ladies, and a: 
Gentleman of Brabant whole Folly gave us a 
Comedy every Day during the reft of the Seafon. 
He pretended to be Chamberlain to the Elector’ 
of Cologne, and call’d himfelf the Count of Z ; 
tho’ his Father, who was a brave Officer, had 
always contented himfelf with the plain Tirle of 
an honeft Man, and which he always fupported. 
This young Man began with giving us his Pedi- 
gree into which he hook’d all the Families in 
Europe. He entertain’d us with his Equipage, his. 
Footmen, his great and little Liveries, and his an- 
nual Expence. After that came the Lift of his 
Succefles in Love, ‘and all in a Breath a Detail of 
the Treats which he had made at 4x, and which 
he defign’d for the Ladies at Spa. Mr. Lake, 
whofe whole View was Diverfion, confirm’d him 
in his Proje&ts: He diflembled a firm Belief of 
all his Impertinences, and promis’d to introduce 
him among the Ladies. Every Body liften’d to 
"em ; we diverted ourfelves with hearing them, 
and were over-joy’d that this fenfelefs Fop had 
laid himfelf open at firft. 


As foon as we rofe from Table we join’d 
Mr. Lake to reproach him with his Cruelty ia 
playing off the young Fellow ; but he aflur’d us 
that we fhould fee Inftances enough of his Ex- 
travagance — and fo we did indeed. Mr. Lake 
alledged it was a Point of Charity to pufh the 
Folly as far as poffible, as the only poflible 
Means of reclaiming him: For our Parts we 
pittied him ;. and the Marquefs, who had feen the 
World, remark’d, that this young Fellow ve a 
ort 
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fort of Don Quixot who had ruin’d his Under- 
ftanding by aping the Man of Quality. He was 
in fhort a fhailow Coxcomb ; or as they {sy at 
Paris, a Coxcomb turn’d out of the Mould un- 
finifh'd ; one who join’d native and affected 
Foliy together. ‘His whole Compofition was Art ; 
his Air, his Behaviour, his Gate, and even his 
Complexion. 


Next Morning he appear’d at the Fountain in 
all his Graces. His ace was brighter than the 
Morning, and he had placed there Patches in 
exact Order. His Coat was diftended like a 
Hoop-Petticoat. He had his Curls, his Lap-dog, 
and his Trinkets like the Adtrefs of an Opera. 
However, he call’d ail this his Difhabille. His 
two Servants follow’d him; the one carry’d his 
Cup upou a Napkin, and the other held a Nap- 
kin to wipe his Mouth and Fiugers after Drink- 
ing. The Marquefs, jerious as he was, could 
not forbear langhing at this Sight. He came to 
find my Lady and the other Ladies where I was, 
to obferve the Conclufion of this Comedy toge- 
ther. My Lady propos’d the joining him for 
nearer Obfervation ; and as fhe had the Art of 
making a quick Acquaintance, fhe congratulated 
the pretended Count of Z upon his Arrival. 
Our Fop, already regarding her as a Conqueft 
which his Merit had made,. approach’d her with 
an Air of Aflurance to make his Reverence. 
My Lady return’d it in Exglify —-that is to fay, 
extreamly low. ‘The Count return’d her one to 
the Right and another to the Left. We join’d 
*em one by one to enhance the Number of his 
Bows: We were five, and by Confequence had 
thirry Congees of him. They were comical 
enough, and Rigaudon himfelf of jumping Memory 
uever made the like. Every Body gaz’d on us,” 
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and i believe this dumb Scene had not ended 
foon, if my Lady had not told him that People 
of Fafhion made ufe ot lefs Ceremony. He ailow’d 
it; butin Excufe of his, he alledyed the Corre- 
fpondence which he was obliged to hold at dix 
with Burghers, whofe Converfation he fear’d had 
fpoil’d nis Behaviour. [am quite afham’d of it, 
fays he, and I’m ture my Coufins the Princes of 
Feffe will attack me upon it when they come 
to my Houle. My Lady, fenfible ef his Foible, 
faid, fhe had heard that he had Relario:s in 
the Court of England too; and fancy’d fhe had 
heard him mention’d as a Coufin to the Dutchefs 
of Q- Yes jure, fays he, and I propofe 
to go and {ee her, —— I'll fhew you the Way, 
fays my Lady: She is here, and has with her a 
very amiable young Lady, Hamilton. Hamilton! 
fays-he, fhe’s my Coufin, my Great Grandmother 
was.of that Family. Lil go and feeher. Tell 
me Sir, fays my Lady, do you vifit your Rela- 
tions every Year? Yes, Madam, fays he. ©’ 
my Word, fays my Lady, I pity you; for you 
muft make the Tour of Eyrepe then. The Count 
underftoed her literally, and made us a new De- 
tail of his Coufins, the Meaneft of which was at 
at leafta Lord. Mr. Lake, who diverted himfelf 
much with feeing him, tock a Glaïs of Water | 
and drank the King of Sweden’s Health, who to 
be fure was his Coufin too as being Chief of the 
Houfe of Hef, and propos’d to him the Drink- 
ing to all the Princes of that Houfe. I immedi- 
ately faw that he would bave drunk to all the 
Princes ir. Germany. I believe in my Confcience, 
fays my Lady, that your Mother was a fine 
‘Woman, and your Father an eafy Man, fince 
you abuund fo in Relations of Rank. It’s proba- 
ible the Count did not hear this, fince he a. 

ss 


[ 70 ] | 
het only with a Bow, and fet out, with his Train, 
for his ‘Toilet. 


When he appear’d again nothing could be 
more exact: His Curls were different from thofe 
ân the Morning ; his Red was better placed ; his 
Patches ranged in new Order ; he had on a Coat 
of Silk, lighter and more fplendid. Every thing 
was match’d ; his Ring, his Siceve-buttons, his 
Burda, were all of the fame Colour with the 
Lining of his Coat ; and we always found him 
religioufly obfervant in thus matching his Things, 
tho’ he often changed his Suit. His Man, the 
true Ape of fuch a Mafter, imitated even his 
Colouring, and never fail’d to wipe the Pencil 
on his own Cheeks to enliven his Complexion. 


Thefe important Cares had bufied the Count 
all the Morning, and he came pretty late to 


Table. We all malicioufly rofe up, to befpeak. 


Congees, and fine ones we had. We were am- 
bitious to help him ; but he was not at leifure to 


eat yet. His Man brought him firft a vaft Hand- | 


kerchief which he had forgot upon his Toilet : 
Then he was forced to fign two or three Letters 
which his Valet had written for him either to 
Counts or Barons. Before he began to eat he 


mifs’d his Snuff-Box ; it was brought him ; buras - 
if through crofs Purpofes, they brought him 


Spanib when he wanted Rape. The fecond 
Snufi-box came. Both were very fine, and he 


ranged them by the Side of his Plate, and placed” 


there a Gold Tweezer too. After he had thus! 


fpread his Trinkets, which we gazed at in Si- 
lence, he at laft took fome Soup. He enliven’d 
the Defert with a thoufand Prettinefles; he cut 
the Fruit into a hundred different Shapes, and 
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prefented them to us, RE | that he had 
touch’d ’em with nothing bur his Knife. In fhort, 
my Lord Colifichet was a trifling Trifler to him. 
At laft, that none of his Graces or his Toys 
fhould efcape us, he feem’d uneafy to know what 
Hour he might wait on his Coufin the Durchefs 
of - He Jed the Converfation to the Sub- 
jet of Clocks, which gave him Opportunity to 
draw out a monftrous Gold Watch, embellith’d 
with little Brilliants, and a long Chain loaded 
with Rings and motto’d Seals — all of them Fa- 
vours, the Hiftory of which he enter’d upon. 


The Marquefs’s Curiofity and mine abating, 
we left him with Mr. Lake, and went to divert 
my Lady with the Recital of this Comedy. And 
certain it is that that which at firft gave Mirth, 
gave Difguft enough at laft; fo true.ir is that 
there are Bounds to the Ridiculous, beyond 
which it palls uponus. Tho’ this is but an im- 
perfe& Sketch of the Count’s Vanity, yet the 
Piurality of Readers I fuppofe will think it an 
Imaginary Character: ‘Tis however copy’d 
from Nature ; and the Marquefs made feveral 
judicious Remarks on the Qccafion. We are 
furpriz’d, fays he, when we read the Characters 
of Theophrafius, la Bruyere, Bellegarde, or even 
the Comedies of Moliere, fo ridiculoufly have they 
painted fome Perfons of their Times. Thofe 
Defcriptions feem ftrain’d ; and either from Self- 
Love or from Compaflion to Mankind we 
hardly perfuade ourfelves that Men are as foolifh 
as Authors reprefent them: at leaft, we are 
fecretly inclin’d to fancy that they have forged 
ridiculous Characters to divert the Age. We 
judge thus only becaufe the Originals which 
they copied from are loft. We had made the 
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fame Judgment of any Author, who had intro- 
duced our young Gentleman on the Stage, if we 
had not {een him here. After all fays the Mar- 
quefs this Character, extravagant as It is, is by 
no Means aftonifhing. It is founded on Reafon. 
A certain Impreflion of Right and Truth is 
ftamp’d on every Man, and he that varies from . 
it is odious. Hence it is that we pity Defor- 
mity, and laugh at the Pofture-Mafter. Our De- 
teftationof Falfhood is carry’d fo far,that we more 
readily pardon a profefs’d Libertine tha: a devout 
Hypocrite ; becaufe the Mind finds fomething 
generous in the open Debauchee, and fomething 
great in compiexional Vice, while Difhimulation 
difcovers Bafenefs ; and ‘ris a Kind of Theft, 
where what a Man imitates is not his own. 
We carry’d this Couverfation pretty far, which 
my Lady enliven’d by her Sulltes. Be it as it 
will, fays fhe, this Count is a lucky Hit for us, 
let us draw from it what Diverfion we can. 
Let’s go to the Dutchefs of » where they 
play to Day, perhaps we may find him there. 


‘There he was fure enongh, and diverted us 
with an important Air as foon as he faw us enter. 
— "The Dutchefs, pre-occupy’d by Mr. Lake, had 
. perfuaded him that my Lady had a Paffion for 
him, and came thither only on his Account. He 
was confirm’d in that Fancy by my Lady's Praifes 
of his fine Air, his Adjuftment, and his genteel 
Behaviour. O° my Word Sir, fays fhe, your 
elegant Fancy difcovers itfelf all over your Per- 
fon; and in Cafe of Neceflity, one might find 
the late Celadon in you =This Compliment, which 
made us laugh, made my Lady Miftrefs of the 
Count’s Heart. He approach’d her, and ofier*d 
her a Ball. My Lady artfully wav'd it, ax 
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fired him to make the firft Offer to the Dutchefs, 
who found herfelf difpos’d to accept it the Zhurf- 
day following at our Inn, where the Hall is 
pretty large. | 


This Ball was preceeded by a Game at Cards, 
‘a Supper, and a Concert. In the Morning the 
Count fent a {winging Nofegay to the Dutchefs, 
who took no great Pains in her Drefs. Confcious 
of her Charms, fhe came in a perfect Simplicity 
of Habit. She brought twenty-four Ladies, who 
placed themfelves at Table, and were ferv'd by 
Gentlemen. ‘The poor Count, as unhappy as 
ridiculous, could not wear a new Coat which he 
purpofely fent for from Liege. As ill Luck would | 
have it, be had read that Morning in the 
Gazette taat fomeGerman Prince was dead; and, 
under the Pretence of being allied to him, he 
thought bimfeif obliged to wear Mourning. He 
confuited every Body upon it, and they fpight- 
fully gave it in favour of Black. He had a kind 
of Frock, of which he made a fecond Mourning, 
rich enough: Ir was a Coat of black Silk upon 
a Silver Tiffue Wailtcoat, with fringed Linnen. 
Even his Face was partly in Mourning; the Ver- 
milion with which he had plaifter’d it was co- 
ver’d with a Squadron of Patches of different 
Forms. He had a great. Moon upon his Fore- 
head, and had flank’d his Eye witha vaft Crefcent. 
My Lady counted fix, and faïd to him with her 
Air of Raiilery; “tis pity, Sir, you have not 
feven of them to reprefent every Planet. No- 
thing could be more comical than to fee him 
open the Ball thus equipp’d: He !ook’d like a Pall, 
and the mournful Entrance made every Body 
lauch. ‘Tae Dutchefs wore white Callicoe, and 
2 Head-drefs of Zfchlen Lace. Her Nofegay 
hans fo carelefsly by her Side, that it difcover’d 
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her Efteem of it: Her melancholy Air, her 
Palenefs, and her Indolence, ftruck the Eye with 
fomething like a Dance of Ghofts in Elyfium. 
The carelefs Compofure of the Durchefs, and the 
fecond Mourning of the Count, made the plea- 
fanteft Contraft [ have ever feen. The Air of 
Fatigue in that fine Woman, and the ftudied 
Affectation in her King of the Ball, added new. 
Occafiens of Laughter: Every Part danced in 
him, his Mouth, his Eyes, his Head, his Arms; 
in fhort, every thing moved in Time; bur all 
diftorted. 


Thus the Dutchefs huddled over the firft Mi- 
nuet, and immediately fat down. Afham’d, pro- 
bably, of having contributed to the Count’s Folly, | 
fhe excus’d’ herfelf from further Dancing on 
account of her Health: To have had a fick 
Dutchefs dance with him, flatter’d the ftupid 
Vanity of the Count extreamly ; and he defign’d 
her a Place in the Lift of thofe who had died 
Martyrs to a Paflon for him. However, for 
good Mannersfake, he order’d fome Refrefhments 
Should be prefented to her, while he whifpered 
her {llnefs to every one in the Room with an 
Air of Pleafure, which gave every Body room to 
guefs his Satisfaétion in it. The Dutchefs per- . 
ceiving it thought it time to undeceive him, | 
and re-enter’d the Dance. She danced five or fix 
Minuets following, with a great deal of Grace, 
and retir’d. ‘Though it was but a Step to her 
Lodging, the Count’s Coach was ready at the 
Door to carry her ; fhe refus’d it, but could not 
hinder his waiting on her to the Door with four 
Flambeaux. 


After thefe Movements, the Count return’d te 
the Ball, and pur round great Bafins of Sweet- 
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meats, Biskets, and fugar’d Puffs with Motto’s 
in ‘em, which amus’d the Company agreeably 
enough, He broke thefe Puffs in the Ladies 
Hands, and when he met a Motto to his Tafte, 
he pin’d it to his Coat, and call’d it a Declara- 
tion of Love. The Ladies, who confider’d him 
as a Man of no Confequence, diverted themfelves 
with choofing Motto’s of Love for him, and with 
giving ‘em to him in a myfterious Manner ; and 

e thought them all paffionately fond of him. 
My Lady, particularly, aéted her Part in it; 
fhe pretended to have found this Motto under 
his Hand ; 


Your Charms bave touch'd my Heart ; 
With Kindnefs eafe my Smart. 


She gave it him with fo tender an Air, that he 
verily believ’d her {mitten,- and came to enter- 
tain her with Tittle T'attle. She began to find 
herfelf entangled, and thought fhe could not 
better difengage herfelf than ‘by telling him that 
his Hair was difcompos’d. Under Pretence of 
putting a Ringlet in order, fhe flid her Fan down 
one fide of his Face, and took off all the Var- 
nifh of it. Darcing, and the Warmth of the 
Day, had heated him extreamly. His Sweat had 
moiften’d the Pomatum, and the Powder which 
his Head was loaded with, and had made very. 
difagreeable Ridges on his Face, which he durit 
not wipe off ; my Lady’s Fan had done him that 
good Office, and defaced ina Moment a whole 
Morning’s Work : He did not immediately per- 
ceive it; but going to take out a Lady to dance, 
he rais’d every Body’s Laughter. He refembled 
the old God FYanus with his two Faces. The 
Count had one Cheek as red as a Cherry, and 
the other like Tobacco-pipe Clay ; and fome 
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accidental Shades made it very.comical.. He join’ 
in the Laugh with the firft not knowing that it 
was at his Expence, which made our Diverfion 
run higher: But the Lady he would have danced 
with, having charitably acquainted him with the 
Diforder of his Colouring, he flew like Lighten- 
ing to repairit. “Tis eafy to imagine that this 
was a ftinging Affliction to the beautiful Nar- - 
ciffus. We faw Fury painted in his Eyes ; thefe 
were the only Parts of his Face which retain’d any 
thing natural, for his Cheeks were ftill daub’d 
enough to have hid his Confufion from us. His 
Abfence giving us Liberty to burft out, this 
Scene diverted us much more than the Ball: 
We had Leifure enough to indulge ourfelves in 
Mirth, while the poor Count was at his Toilet. 
The refitting his Face was not the Work of a 
Moment ; he was a whole Hour about it: But 
as it was already Eleven a Clock, before he re- 
turn’d every Body. had retir’d, and we left the 
Fiddles alone. This Adventure diverted us for 
fome Days after. The Dutchefs rallied him 
cruelly upon it; and what aftonifhed us was, that 
an Affair fo calculated to correét his Folly had no 
Effet on him. He feem’d even induftrious in 
fübjeéting himfelf to ridicule, and fucceeded in 
it fo well that he carry’d it to the utmoft 
Height, as we fhall find in the Sequel. 


I had now been a Fortnight at Spz, without 
having feen the Fountains round the Town. I 
mentioned it to the Marquefs and Mr. Lake, and 
propos’d carrying the Ladies thither. My Lady 
engaged the Durtchefs, and we appointed the 
next Day. I took Care to befpeak four of the 
moft convenient Coaches I could find. All thefe 
Preparations were in vain. One of thofe Tem- 
yefts, fo common in mountainous Countries, broke 
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the Party. Inever heard it thunder fo terribly 
as that Day ; the Air feem’d all in a Blaze with 
the Lightning which flafh’d inceflantly ; and the 
Burfting multiply’d by the neighbouring Moun= 
tains, roar’d horribly, and without Intermiffion. 
“The Rains which fell, in lefS than an Hour 
form'd a Terrenty amazingly rapid, through the 
Town: We thought it Charity to encourage 
my Lady under the Terrors of this Storm ; and 
the Marquefs, Mr. Lake, and I, went to her. 
There we pafs’d the Afterncon, and as my Lady 
was not difpns’d to Cards, Mr. Lake told us feve- 
ral new Extravagances of our impertinent Bra- 
bancon. Scandal and Raillery are the Refuge of 
People unemploy’d : and yet, tho’ this Sot fur~ 
nifh’d us with eternal Matter of both, his Follies: 
became infipid. Truly, fays my Lady, we do 
him too much Honour to mention him fo often. 
I fhould think it more worth the while to prevail 
on the Marquefs to finifh his Adventures. Every 
Body approv’d the Advice; and the Marquefs,. 
unable to decline it, thus re-affum’d his Story. 


The Sequel of the Hiftory of the Marquefs 
. offi Sane | 


HE Goodnefs, Ladies, which you dif. 
cover’d in a Senfibility of my former Mis- 
fortunes, affures me that you'll piry thofe which 
follow’d. Tis true, in lofing my Emilia for 
ever I loft all that I held dear: yet that Lofs 
did not take away my Senfe of the Mifery which. 
afterwards purfued me. 


You may remember that I was confin’d in the 
Bafñtile, and that at the End of fix Months I was 
gcleas’d by the Sollicitation of the Mother of my 
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dear Devotée. During my melancholy Confine- 
ment I loft my Father, which was the firft News 
Elearn'd from Emilia’s Mother, when I went to 
embrace her at my Enlargement. I was extreamly 
afflicted at it. He was the beft Facher in the 
World, and his Tendernefs for us had fhewed 
itfelf too plainly, Tho’ he was of a very ad- 
vanced Age, I was afraid my Difgrace had 
fhorten’d his Days: and that Imagination em- 
bitter’d my Lofs in Proportion to the Account £ 
heard of his Grief. 


Among the Letters which Emilia’s Mother had 
receiv’d: for me during my Imprifonment, and 
which fhe fent me at my quitting Paris, I found 
one from an old Friend of our Family, which 
acquainted me that my dying Father exprefs’d a 
good deal of Refentment at the Violence he had 
fuffer’d trom the Dragoons, and that he feared 
Heaven would punifh his Prevarication in my. 
future Misfortunes. This Prediétion made an. 
Impreffion which my laft Troubles have awaken’d 
in me: But the Intereft of my Heart being then 
entirely engaged in Emilia’s Retreat, I continu- 
ally wrote to her Mother to engage her Autho- 
rity in the Recovery of my virtuous Love. At | 
the fame time I plotted Means of carrying her 
off, which, impoffible as they were, flatter’d my 
Grief for fome time, tho’ the fteady Virtue of 
my Emilia was an unfurmountable Bar. To com- 
pleat my Sorrows, my only Brother dy’d at this. 
Juncture ; and while I was employ’d in bewail- 
ing his Death, Emilia herfelf fent me Word that 
her Vows had made me wretched beyond Re- 
demption. My God, what muft a tender Heart 
endure in thefe Circumftances.! To lofe at once 
a Father, a Brother, and a Love, without: find- 
ing any Abatement of one Lofs by another; 
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What an Abyf of Sorrow ! Sometimes the Elder 
Brother’s Title and Eftate are a Confolation to a 
Younger Brother in my Situation: But as FE 
had loft a Brother dearly belov’d, fo I had no 
Relifh to his Eftate fince my dear Emilia did 
not partake of ir. I wrote to her about it, and 
that virtuous Girl anfwer’d me with her ufual 
Generofity, and fteadily refus’d a Penfion which 
I would have given the Convent in her Name to 
excufe her the Severities. 


I then wrote to the Cardinal de Noailles to 
beg that the Order which detain’d me at my 
Regiment might be revok’d, and to obtain Leave 
for me to i my Domeftick Affairs in Order. 
He could eafily facceed, becaufe he was at that 
Time Prefident of the Board of Confcience, and 
‘my Liberty could now give him no Fears with 
Regard to Emilia. He gain’d me both my Re- 
quefts, and after having made a little Tour round 
my Lands I return’d to Paris. Horrour fiz'd. 
me at my Arrival there, tho’ I little knew how 
difmal a Journey this would be to me. Yow 
guefs, Ladies, that J did not delay my Vifit to: 
Emilia. I ran to her Convent, and fhe came 
into the Parlour wih her Mama. It was then 
fifceen Months fince I had feen her; Heavens ! 
How lovely did fhe appear ! her Veil and her 
mournful Drefs heighten’d her Charms, and gave 
anew Luftre to her Modefty. She had an Air 
of Tranquillity and Content ; and the Serenity 
of her Looks demonftrated the Sincerity of her 
Sacrifice. I continued a great while fpeechlefs, and 
could fpeak to her only by my Tears. My Grief 
awaking that of her Mother made her weep 
too. Our Tears call’d forth Emilia’s, and after 
fhe had allow’d fome ‘Time to mutual Tendernefs,. 
fhe comforted: me with the moft affecting Argu- 
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ments which the Chriftian Religion affords. They 
funk the deeper as her Religion was founded 
on Reafon, and was free from the childifh Bigot- 
try of the Cloyfter. At Length fhe left me, after 
a Converfation of three Hours, and gave me leave 
to fee her twice a Week. | 


I was fenfible of an Indulgence fo precious 
and fo ferviceable to my afflicted Heart. There 
was Reafon to imagine that I fhould fpend the 
beft Part of a Year at Paris. I was bufy’d there 
in giving an Account of my Lands into the 
Chamber of Accounts. And as their Erection 
into a Marquifate was unfinifh’d at my Father's 
Death and'my Brother had neglected ir, they had 
ais d me fome Perplexity, and would make me 
pay twice over the King’s Fine at every Change © 
ofthe Lord. Vexatious as this Affair was to a 
Man unpraétifed in fuch Bufinefs, I found a 
fecret Pleafure in it, fince it furnifh’d me with. 
a fair Pretence of remaining in Paris near my | 
dear Emilia. I went punétually to her Convent à 
her Converfation and her Counfel were all my 
Refuge and Confolation. Her Mother, who had 
fhut herfelfin the fame Convent under the Title 
of perpetual Penfioner, always accompany’d her 
virtuous Daughter in the Parlour. I felt an in- 
expreflible Sweetnefs in converfing with ’em ; but 
as that was but a flender Recompence of my un- 
fortunate Love, I never left *em but with Tears 
in my Eyes. Even thofe Days that Emilia was 
forbid to receive me by the Rule of the Con- 
vent I took a Pleafure in being prefent at Di- 
vine Service ; and my Heart Jeap’d when ever 
I heard her Voice, which was eafily diftinguifh’d 
by its Sweetnefs ; it was fo familiar to me that 
E fhould have known it among a thoufand. 


Always. 
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Always full of Einilia’s Image, my Thoughts’ 
center’d in myfelf, and I made no Vifits bat 
fuch’ as my Affairs indifpenfably requir’d. I ge- 
nerally ate alone, and faw but one Friend who 
lodged pretty near me, One Night he faw me 
- more melancholy than ufual, and made me Sup: 
. withhim. My Heart was heavy, I figh’d, the 
Tears flow’d in fpight of me, nor could I conquer 
this involuntary Grief tho’ I knew no frefh Caufe 
of it. How happy fhould we be could we com- 
prehend thefe fecret Hints which the Heart: 
fometimes gives of approaching Evil! Burit’s the’ 
Condition of Humanity to be ignorant of Futu- 
rity : And when Providence unfolds its Deternm- : 
nations, “tis at leaft a Comfort to the Miferable’ 
that they could neither forefee nor prevent the 
Stroke. My Friend ftrove to make me chearfüi,. 
but could not fucceed, and I quitted him as 
much vapour’d as I had been all the Evening. — 


Tt was very late when Fretir’d, and as I had 
but one Street to: pafs through [went home alone 
and on Foot. I. was hardly four Yards from my 
Friend’s Houfe, when I heard fomebody walking 
very fait and groaning behind me. E turn’d to 
fee who it was and heard a Voice which {aid to 
me ‘ Save me Sir, pity me”-— At the fame time 
I faw a little Perfon who feem’d to me dreft in 
black, and who threw herfelf at my Knees tm 
the middle of the Street, repeating in a very 
paflionate Tone, Save me Sir, for God’s Sake, 
fave my Honour and my Life. F lifted her up 
immediately and ask’d her how F could ferve 
her: But her Diforder was fuch, that fhe could 
only anfwer me in the fame Words, Save me 
Sir, and place me fomewhere in Safety : I be- 
lieve you vesevann: added fhe trembling, 1 ama 
Perfon of Condition, pity me and fave Sir —— 
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All the while fhe fpoke to me this poor Creature,. 
to whom I had given my Hand, prefs’d me to 
walk on, and I was already at the Door of my 
“Lodging, before L could frame an Anfwer or a 
Refolution. In the mean time Emilia’s Misfor- 
tune coming to Remembrance, I fancy’d that 
this unhappy Girl might have been in fome fuch 
eruel Situation. Befides fhe was a young Lady 
and in Misfortune Alas! Lefs had been fuf- 
ficient to move Compaffion in my too tender: 
Breaft. I was {oon refolv’d, fear nothing Madam, 
fays I, whoever you are; this is my Lodging 
and fhall proteét you. My Man, who fat up 
for me, feeing me bring in a Woman fo late, 
fancy’d it was fome Wench willing to comfort 
me in the ill Succefs of my Amour. He was in- 
difcreet enough to fay fo among the Servants of 
the Houfe who fat up to chatter with him; and 
this Imprudence ruin’d me. However the re- 
fpeétful Air, with which he faw me conduét her 
tomy Apartment, made him change his Opinion, 
and he has fince own’d to me that he believ’d 
her to be Emilia whom I had carry’d off from. 
the Convent. Every thing favour’d this idle 
Imagination. ‘The Lady was in black, fhe had 
her Veil let down, her Cloaths were befpatter’d 
with Dirt like one who efcap’d in a Hurry ; 
fhe feem’d very much fatigu’d and was fo in 
Reality. 


As foon as fhe was in my Chamber I offer’d 
her fome Refrefhment. She contented herfelf 
with a Glafs of Burgundy, which fhe drank with- 
out lifting up her Veil. Believing her then a 
little recover’d from her Fright, I begged to 
know the Caufe of it: but fhe excus’d herfelf. 
f fancied the Prefence of my Servant occafion’d 
her Referve, and would have fent him out. No, 

fays 
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fays fhe, Sir, I beg he may flay, I have nothing 
fecret toimpart. Permit me at leaft, fays I, the 
Honour of feeing you, and let me take away that: 
Veil. My Prayers were vain, and believing that 
I approach’d her with a Defign of committing. 
that little Violence, fhe chrew herfelf at my 
Feet, and conjur’d me by all that was facred not: 
to force her to make herfelf known ‘rill the next. 
Day. ‘ Generous Sir, faid fhe to me, den’e. 
€ blemifh the Merit of that Refuge you have: 
© afforded me. Pofhbiy if you fiad. me hand- 
“ fome, you may deny me the Liberty of ex- 
«© prefling my Gratitude according. to my Incli- 
# nation ; and if otherwife, you may reproach: 
& yourfelf with a fruitlefs Compaffion. ‘To-mor- 
# row, added fhe, my Fate fhall be cleared up 
‘ to you, and I think you’il be touch’d with: is. 
& I only beg the Favour of repofing here te 
“ Night, and rely too much upon your Gene- 
“ rofity to believe you capable of takitig Advan- 
«“ tage of my Misfortunes.” So many ‘lears and: 
Sighs attended this Difcourfe, that the moft bratal 
Man alive would have pitied her. 1 {wore thas 
fhe fhould be fafe with me, and Miftrefs of her: 
Secrets as long as fhe pleas’d. EI protefted to her 
that my Curiofiry {prang only from a Defire of 
curing her Misfortunes, and I pramis’d her all. 
fhe could wifh, when ever fhe fhould think pro- 
per to give me her Inftructions. After thefe 
Aflurances I order’d fuch Difpofitions in my 
Chamber as was fuitable to the J.ady, and put 
the Key of the Roomupon the Fable: to. prove: 
that fhe was Mittrefs. there and.at Liberty. At 
lengch I rofe and wifh’d her a good. Repofe. 
« Alas Sir, fays fhe fighing, I:waor it much ; 
“ and if your Wifh bz accomplith’d, as I hope 
‘© it will, you'll find mevery different To-morrow. | 
_@ Barewel. Sir, your Generofity moyesme, and E 

E 6. © hep 
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“ hope Heaven will reward the Affitance you 
# have afforded to Night to the moft miferable 
“ ‘Woman living.” Arthe End of thofe Words. | 
fhe made me a Court’{y and fhut the Door. 


When I reflect, Ladies, upon this amazing 
Adventure, and trace backwards the Difafters 
which follow’d it, I can fcarce pardon my Im- 
prudence. And yet were I again fo circum- 
flantiated, I fhould a& in the fame manner. 
Muft not we then conclude that fome Evils are 
unavoidable by human Prudence? And that a 
Man mark’d out by Heaven for Wretchednefs 
is entangled in it when he leaft diftrufts i. Ah! 
doubtiefs, Bleflings are dealt out to us by Mea- 
fure ;. ahd the wife Hand which difpenfes ‘em 
has interfpers’d fome brighter Intervals among 
eur Evils, to make us feel thofe Evils mere 
exquifitely.. 


_ Be that as it will, it was fo late that I thought 
it almoft too late to go to Bed, and better it 
had been perhaps if I had not: However E 
determin’d to wrap myfelf in my Night-Gown 
and to throw myfelf upon a-Couch in the Anti. 
chamber, and I fent away my Man, charging 
him over and over not to mention in the Houfe 
what he had feen and heard, When I was alone 
¥ made a thoufand forrowful-RefleGions on this 
Adventure ; I found fomething in it fo corre- 
fpondent to that of Emilia, that my Heart yearn’d 
tt Favour of this Unknown. Pofhibly, fays I, 
ffre is in the fame Cafe ; and it will be glorious 
to do for het what another-has done for my dear 
Emilia. This Lady is certatnly virtuous, her 
Referve aflures me of her Wifdom and Misfor- 
zune. ‘Tistrue, I made thefe Refle€tions with- 
out Order or Connection; Sleep and Wearinefs 
ù often 
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often interrupted ‘em. I pafs’d the moft cruel. 
Night imaginable. As foon as I began to doze;. 
ten thoufand terrifying Dreams fucceeded one. 
another and difturb’d my Reft: Spectres, Fan- 
toms, and difmal Objeéts danced before my Eyes, 
and I ftarted at my own Idea’s: As I wak’d I 
frequently fancy’d F heard Groans: However, I 
imputed thefe Difturbances to my uneafy Bed, 
and to free myfelf from it I-rofe at Day-break. 
About Eight I call’d my Man to drefs me, and 
to fit me for a decent Appearance before my. 
Unknown, I was impatient to-learn her Story. 


My Impatience encreas’d as the Day advanced : 
And I proteft it was not excited by the leaft 
Diftruft of thofe Horrours which awaited me; 
bur by that Delicacy of Compaflion which unhap- 
py People ufually feel in Favour of thofe they 
fafpeét to be fo too. At Ten I liften’d at my 
Chamber.door, all there was in a dead Silence. 
T attributed this long Repofe to the Fatigues of 
this unhappy Perfon. However, at Eleven I 
began: to be uneafy, and I rapp’d, but no An: 
fwer. Then recolleéting the Ambiguity of her 
Adieu the Night before, I began to fear fome 
fatal Accident. Irepeated' my knocking at the 
Door and was ready to break it open, when my 
Man reminded me that he had another Key, 
which he brought me. IT took it and went in, 
very, uneafy at the Difcovery I was going ta 
make. Every thing was.in order in the Cham- 
ber. I went to the Bed, but what was my 
Amazement, when opening the Curtains I found 
this unhappy Creature in a frightful Pofture. I 
took her by the Hard and call’d her: But alas! 
fhe was dead and cold as Ice. Good God, I 
cry’d, what do I fee? and what fhall I do? My 
‘Trouble bid from me the Horrour of this Death 
Ula which 
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which my Man made me obferve. I can fcarce 


venture, Ladies, to relate to you the frightful 


Recital. This unhappy Creature was not un- 
drefs’d. She was ftretch’d over my Bed; her 
Head hanging. over the Bedfide was fufpended 
near the Boifter by her Lace and her Girdle 
which fhe had made ufe of to ftrangle herfelf 
Her Petticoats were decently ty’d round her Legs 
by. her Garters, and fhe had faften’d her Feet 
with ber Handkerchief to one of the Bed-Pofts, 
plainly to compafs her Defign Her Head 
and Neck were wrap’d in her Veil. There is 
fome Appearance that notwithftanding her Defpair 
in the Agonies of Death fhe ftruggled for Life ; 
for fhe had one Finger under the fatal String, as 
if to untie it and difeagage herfelf. | 


My Blood ftagnated.at the Sight of this fright- 
ful Spectacle. I remain’d fometime Spcechlefs 
and unmoveable. Bur my Man comprehendiog 
all the Dangers to which we ftood expos d 
prefs’d me to confider coolly what we muf refolve 


en. He began by fhutting the Door and the 


Windows,. and unty’d that miferable Wrerch, 
to hide the Body left any one fhould furprife 
and betray us. He took a rich Diamond from 
ber Finger, and from her Arm a Bracelet, which 
fhe had made of a Necklace of very large Pearls 
with a Crofs of Briiliants. I conceiv’d from thefe 
Jewels that fhe muft.be a Woman of Quality, or 
at leaft that fhe belonged to a rich Family. Her 
HKar-Rings were Jewels, her Shoe-Buckles Gold, 
and all fhew’d a Perfon brought up in Splendour, 
While my Man was engaged in this forrowful 
Employment E approach’d the Body,. which ia 


foight of fo violent a Death, ftill preferv’d the 


Remains of a very regular Beauty. As well as 
soy Trouble would give me Leave to judge fhe 
Was. 
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was about twenty Years old. In my Opinicw 
fhe muft have been charming ; perhaps becanfe: 
we love to paint the Miferable in beautiful Co- 
Jours to juftify the Pity they raife in us. The 
Charms I drefs’d her up in drew from me Tears 
of Pity for her lamentable Fate. Alas! favs I, 
this young Lady muft have been very miferable 
to treat herfelf with this Barbarity. Could fhe 
take fo much Pains to finifh a Life capable of 
beftowing fo much Happinefs ! Sure the Light 
was odious to her; but if fhe was unfortunate- 
only, why fhould fhe make herfelf guilty by 
punifhing an involuntary Crime in fo infamous a 
Manner? No— fays 1, fhe muft have been vir- 
tuous ; her Modefty attended her even in Death :: 
The Precautions fhe uféd to dye decently are 
Proofs of her Virtue —— Miferable as I am, per- 
haps J reduced her to this Extremity ! my In- 
indifcreet Curiofity made her dread the fame 
Rocks fhe had but juft efcap’d, and fhe preferr’d. 
Death to the Violence fhe fear’d from me. 


While I made thefe afflicting Reflections, my 
Man wlio had: adjufted my Chamber, once more 
begged me to determine what was to be done. 
My firft Defign was to go and confult Emilia 
and her Mother. But this Project was impracti- 
cable: It was near the End of Lent, and then 
thefe religious Ladies by the Rules of the Con- 
vent fee no Body ‘till Zafer. It would have 
been difficult to gain an Interview without letting: 
"em know the Reafon by Letter; but that was 
too dangerous: and general Arguments would. 
have feem’d only the Pretences of an idle Man. 
defirous of diftraéting their Devotions. In this 
Extremity I refolv’d to communicate this difmal 
Cafualty to that intimate Friend with whom F 
had fupp’d over Night. Ithed been more con» 

venient 
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venient to me to have fent for him, but I would’ 
neither bring him to mv Houfe nor go to: his, 
for fear of entangling him in my Misfortune if: 
this Affair fhould be difcover’d. I ftep’d into 
my Coach and drove to the Cloyfter of the Cor 
deliers, whither Lorder’d my Man to direét my 
Friend immediately. He came in an Inftant and 
I told him my Adventure. 


He was frightned at it, and did’ not conceal 
from me that my Life was in Danger if the Ma- 
giftracy had the leaft Intimation of it.. I appre- 
hended fo too, but my Mind, full of the dif- 
aftrous Accident, could frame no Refolution. Eve- 
ry Attempt feem’d feafible at firft, but impraéti- 
eable upon a nearer Infight. We form’d a thou- 
fand Schemes without approving: one; becaufe 
the great Affair was to get rid of the Corps as 
fecretly and as foon as poffible, and we could not 
tell where to difpofe it. In the midft of this 
Perplexity my Man drew near and told us a 
Contrivance of his: That was to purchafe of 
my Landlord a Harpficord which was in my 
Chamber, to make for it a boarded Cafe and to 
put the Body into ic by which Means it might 
be convey’d away with Eafe. ‘This Notion gave 
Birth to another in my Friend,. who advis’d me 
to re-enter my Coach with him to go a League 
from Paris It was near T'wo a Clock and I was 
fafting : So we ftop’d at the Door of the firft 
Coffee-Houfe, and without alighting took toa 
Difhes of Chocolate a-piece in the Chariot. 


As we went my Friend gave me his Reafons 
for this Journey; and we foon came to the 
Village. of Afnieres. ‘There we alighted at the 
Gate of a Palace which belong’d to the Dutchefs 
Of Brunfwick. As, that Princefs did not refide 

; there, 
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there, it was under the Care of a Steward only. 
who deny’d Entertainment to none that would 
pay for it. This Caftle which is rather large 
than magnificent has Gardens handfome enough 3. 
and with peculiar Tafte, they have built very 
pretty Solitudes in the Midft of Groves. They 
are little Buildings like Cells, where there is 2 
fmall Chapel, and one or two Rooms with Paint- 


ings. The Steward who: had the Keys of ‘em,. 


entrufted ‘em with Gentlemen defirous of a little 
Retirement there. This Place had for fome 
Years bétn: much frequented by the Fanfeniftss 
whom the great Reputation of Mr. $ube, Curate 


of Afnieres, drew thither from all Parts. I pre-- 


tended, according to my Friend’s Projet, a De- 
fire of pafling my Ezfer there ; and the Woman 


who kept the Houfe, taking me for fome Solitary. 


efcapd from Port Royal, civilly allow’d me the 
prettieft of thofe Cells. In walking in the Gar- 
dens, we obferv’d that they were cleanfing a. 


large Canal, and the Soil of it ferv’d to raife . 
the Corner of a Grove : This feem’d calculated — 
to favour our Projeét. I defir’d the Steward’s. 


Wife to make two Beds immediately in the Room. 
which fhe allotted me; at the fame time I put 
fome Gold into her Hand, which fhe receiv’d, as 
fhe faid, for the Poor. She undertook to pro- 
cure a Conveyance the next Day for my Harp- 


ficord and my Books in a Husbandman’s Cart 


who was then going to Market with his Wares. 


As foon as we came to Paris we went to buy 
an old Harpfcord in the Shops; we chofe the 
Jargeft we could find, and order’d it to be cover'd 


with a Cafe of Boards to fecure its Conveyance 


into the Country. My Man had it brought to 
my Inn, where I-came.an Hour after. According 


to. 


ro 

to our Defign we took out the Harpficord, which 
we pull’d in Pieces, and put in the Body dreft 
as it was: The reft of the Box we filid with 
the Pieces of the Harpficord ; we threw in too 
the Matting of the Bed, and the Mufick Papers 
hung negligently out of the Cafe, which we 
faftned very exaétly. At the End of à Ity’d a 
Bafs-Viol, better to conceal the Cheat: and 
after this doleful Employ I went to find my 
Friend who waited for me to fup at Payen’s, 
where we pafs’d the Night. Next Morning we 
exécuted every thing happily as we had projected, 
and there was no Appearance of the leaft Suf- 
picion. My Man told the People of the Inn, 
I fhould be abfent fome Days, without faying 
where; and they believ’d I wanted to take 
Lodgings for the Mifs I had brought home, in 
order to converfe with her more at Eafe. My 
Man was arch enough to let ’em remain in an 
Error too important to be clear’d up. It had 
been more happy for me if he had not impru- 
dently difcover’d my bringing home that unfor- 
tunate Creature. 


Towards Night I arriv’d at the Caftle of 
Afnieres, and took Poffleflion of my Hermitage. 
As foon as it was Night, my Man went to fetch 
the Spades and Pick-axes, which the Workmen 
had lett at the Margin of the Canal they were 
cleaning, and carry’d *em where they carry’d 
the Soil. We began to dig, and while I made 
the Grave he fetch’d the fad Objet of our Fears, 
and laid it at my Feet. We could not forbear 
‘Tears during this mournful Ceremony, and after: 
having wrap’d her Head and her Hands in her Veil. 
and Handkerchief, we interr’d the Carcafe as 
decently as poflible, and we cover’d the Grave with 

Maud, s 
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Mud, to prevent in the Workmen next Day, all 


 Sufpicion which new rais’d Earth might have 
excited in them. 


That FaintnefS which Inquietude and Fatigue 
eccafion’d in me neither lull’d me fooner nor 
_ made my Sleep fweeter. ‘The Horrours of Night 
and the Silence of my Solitude, encreas’d the 
Melancholy of my afflicting Thoughts. The 
Image of this unfortunate Unknown was always: 
before my Eyes, I even fancy’d I heard her 
Voice from under the Earth, and it was Day- 

break when after cruel Agitations I fell afleep. 
However I was forced to rife pretty early to 
attend Morning Prayers. It was Palm-Sunday, 
and I could not choofe a more proper Time of 
‘Retirement than this Week, becaufe the Length 
of the Service and the Singularity of the Cere- 
monies might divert my Difquiets. Befides, I 
was defirous of experiencing all that I had heard 
of the Curate of Afnieves, and of being witters 
to the Innovations which they accus’d him of 
introducing into the Service under Pretence of 
reftoring the Simplicity of the ancient Liturgies. 
You muft have heard, Ladies, of this extraordi- 
nary Man. The Fanfenifts look’d upon him as 
one of their Leaders ; and the Integrity of his 
Manners reflected Honour upon them, efpecially 
ata Time, when too many were lefs exaét. But 
the was not more fevere in his Morals than 
fleady in the Singularity of his Opinions and his 
Liturgy. He was of a lively enterprizing Genius 
—fomewhat tenacious of his Opinion. In fhort he 
was qualify°d to head a Seét. His Steadinefs 
ferv'd as his Rampart at Court againft the In- 
finuations of his Adverfaries, and gain’d him 
Credit with the Regent who was a Judge of 
Merit: In Truth he had a great deal, and E 

may 
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may have Occafion hereafter to acquaint you 
with fome curious Incideats with regard to him. 


The Piety of that Prieft appear’d fo natural’ 
and fincere that I had a Mind to make him a | 
Vific ; he made me one the next Day and his | 
Converfation edified me greatly. It was religious- 
and witty as well as rational, and difcover’d 
nothing’ of his auftere Life. He invited me to: 
Dinner; but as he made but one Meal a Day 
in Lent, and that not ‘till Four, I took Care to- 
caution myfelf againft the extream Frugality of 
his Table. However I found there a Dinner’ 
neat enouzh and very good Wine ; but he him- 
felf touch’d nothing bur Pulfe and Warer. He 
had with' him-a very worthy Ecclefiaftick, who: 
purfued the fame Regimen of Penitence,. tho’ his: 
Revenues were very great. 


After this Repaft the Curate took a Turn with 
me in the Caftle Gardens and would fee my 
Hermitage. He led the Converfation to the Ad- 
vantages of Retirement, and’ as unhappy People 
enjoy inexpreflible Sweets in ir, FE fpoke feel- 
ingly. However my Notions feem’d extravagant 
to him, and his own Experience taught him to: 
counfel a Moderation in my Sorrow, if I would 
preferve myfelf from being a Prey to it. He 
blam’d me too for having broke my Harpficord, 
the Pieces of which he faw in my Chamber. In 
order to conceal the true Motive, I was forced — 
to tell him that I broke it to avoid the Tempta- 
tion of playing ludicrous and profane Tunes. He 
very wifely anfwer’d me that thofe Tunes might. 
be fanctify’d by joining Pfalms and Hymns to: 
‘em; but at worft that it had been better if I 
had: fold it for the Benefit of the Poor. His. 
Converfation charm’d me fo, that I loft no Op- — 

portunity — 
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portunity of profiting by it; and I have fince 
confider’d, him as the Inftrument of Providence 
to explain the fecret Strokes J had felt, in order 
to re-call me to the Paths of Truth. I fo relifh’d 
his Maxims that I would willingly have ftretch’d 
my Retirement beyond the Term I propos’d, if 
Heaven by a terrible Stroke had not torn me 
away for ever, and condemn'd me to a wandring 


Life. 


The Sweetnefs of this Solitude had not ex- 
tinguifh’d in me the Remembrance of Erika, 
nor the Defire of learning what pafs’d in Paris 
with Regard to that which made me quit it. J 
had fent my Man to Emilia’s Mother with a Note 
to inform her of my Retirement, the fatal Caufe 
of which I gave her only room to guefs at. The 
Tendernefs of that generons Lady fufler’d her 
not to remain long ignorant.of the Story : She 
would fee my Man, who related it to her; and 
fhe fent me a very comfortable Letter by him, 
which fhe wrote in the midft of her Religious 
Exercifes. I was aftonifh’d to receive none from 
my Friend whom my Man could not find. His 
Silence gave me Uneafinef and fad Fore-bodings. 
Alas! it was not without Reafon, and the My- 
ftery of his Silence was bur too foon explain’d. 
On Exfler-Eve I receiv'd at Three a Clock a Vifit 
from an Unknown, who had rode Poft to bring 
mea Letter from my Friend. Tho’ it was not 
fign’d { knew the Hand and punctually obey’d 
its Orders. The Letter was this. ‘ Leave your 
“€ Solitude, mount the Horfes I have fent you, 
4€ and come direétly to the Bridge of Newilly with 
“ your Man. You'll find me there. I allow you 
# but an Hour. Be gone, Delay brings Death.” 


I flood 
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I ftood Motionlefs on reading this Note; a 
Blaft of Lightning had been lefs amazing. In an 
Inftant I faw the whole Train of Eviis which 
threatned me. Immediately I took my Papers 


mounted and fet out for the appointed Place, | 


which my Diligence ‘made me reach in a Quarter 
of an Hour. There I found my Friend who 
expected me at the Gate of anInn. I had hardly 
difmounted, when he order’d my Man to wait for 
us at theBottom of the Town,and inftantly clapp’d 
me into the Coach of the Ambaflador of 
with his Excellency’s Secretary whom he had 
brought with him. At the bottom of the Town 
we mounted my Servant, and after feveral Turns 
in the Foreft of Boulogne, where my Man changed 
his Cloaths, I was carry’d to Paris to the Am- 
baffador’s Houfe: There I leari’d the Alarms 
my generous Friend had fufter’d on my Account. 


He told me that the Night before, and even that. 
Morning, in his Inn and all the Lodgings of that 


Diftriét, the fame Search had been made by the 


Lieutenant de Police, as I had procur’d to find” 


my dear Emilia his repeated Search made 


him conclude that it was in Queft of my Un- | 


known ; and for fear I might be betray’d or 


traced out, he engaged the Secretary of the 
to attord me a Refuge. 


Ambaffador of 
The Secretary promis’d to be watchful for my 
Safty, and if poflible to procure me his Excel- 
lency’s Proteétion. I embraced this generous 
Friend; and after having fome Time confider’d 
the Precautions we ought to take, they went 


out to vifit all the Coflee-Houfes and difcover. 


what pafs’d, 


The 
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The Secretary came back an Hour after, and 
told me he had heard in the Regent’s Coffee- 
Houfe, that a Lady of the firft Quality whe 
had been forced into the Convent of Paris had 
been ftolien thence; and tho’ her Family had 
made eight Days Enquiry, they could difcover 
no Traces. My Friend came in a Moment 
after, and told us he had learn’d from his Land- 
lord, that fome Marquefs whofe Name was con- 
ceal’d had carry’d off the Lady they look’d for: 
That be had imprudently carry’d her to -his 
Houle from the Convent ; but as fhe was not feen 
to go out, and as the MarquefS and his Man 
were gone off, the Commifliry had open’d his 
Chamber-Door, that after fome Search they found 
under the Bed a Woman’s Shoe and a Garter, 
which having been carry’d to the Convent were 
known to be hers ; and that they infert’d from 
thence that fhe had quitted Paris in Difguife. 


YT was too well convinced by thefe fad Evi- 
‘dences that my Ruin was compleat. ‘The mifera- 
‘ble End of this unhappy Creature left no Preof 
of my Innocence. My Man and I were the 
only Witneffes ; we could not clear ourfelves of 
the Rape without incurring the Sufpicion of Mur- 
der; and our Silence in that Point made us 
puilty of the Rape. In this frightful Alternative 

could fee no Glimpfe of Hope. The Laws of 
“France fhew no Favour in this Cafe: and my 
Crime feem’d to be doubly capital, fince the 
Monks have join’d Sacrilege to the Violation of 
a Religious Houfe. (Good God, I cry’d out, 
what am I intended for ? Thy Hand has ravifh'd 
my virtuous Emilia from my tender Wifhes, and 
À have born the Lofs! Nature infpires me with 
an innocent Compaflion for an unhappy Woman, 
and that Pity cofts me my Liberty, my Effate, 

. my 
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my Honour and perhaps my Life. Muft I fee 
myfelf guilty and punifh’d and yet virtuous ? 
Heaven whofe Decrees I adore, deign at leaft 
to expound ‘em. 


After thefe firft tranfports my two Friends 
made me refolve to quit the Kingdom, and fee 
in Safety the Sequel of this unhappy Bufinef ; 
and next Morning I took Poft under the Name 
of the Baron of who was then really all at 
the Ambaffador’s Houfe ; and I arriv’d happily 
at Bruxelles. I wrote immediately to my dear 
Emilia and her Mother to acquaint ’em with my 
Condition. Alas! I never knew their T'endernefs 
for me fo well as on this Occafion. The Mother 
offer’d me all her Fortune, and Emilia who had 
none offer’d her Tears and her Vows. To be 
fure this foften’d my Misfortune. At length my 
Man arriv'd, and a fenfible Joy it gave me. Be- 
fides that my Innocence depended on his Safety, 
this Fellow had liv’d with me a Dozen Years, 
and ferv’d me with urconmon Affection. As 


foon as he faw me he thiew himfelf at my Feet, : 


and begged Pardon for his Indifcretion in letting 
the Servants of the Houfe know that I had 
brought in a Girl. He accus'd himfelf of my 
Misfortunes, and I could hardly comfort. him. 


He would attend me in my Exile, and is the fame _ 
who ferves me here. He brought no Letters for © 


fear of being ftopp’d by the Way : but told me 


that when he left Paris I was violently accus’d 


of carrying off this Girl, and that ] had been: 


| 
| 


fearch’d for at the Caftle of Afnieres the Day 


after my Efcape. My Flight confirm’d my Crime: 
but as thefe Evidences did not amount to a judicial 
Proof againft me, they fufpended the Procefs. 


The Relations of this unhappy Lady ceas’d their! 


Enquiries to avoid a fhameful Difcovery. I have 


fice : 


Lora 
fince found that fhe was Daughter to the Countefs 
of and that this innocent Victim had been 
facrificed to the Coquettry of her Mother, who 
by ill Treatment had forced her to take the 
Habit of a Candidate in the Convent of 
This young Lady had no Crime, but that a 
Lover of her Mother had revolted to her, and 
‘this cruel Parent punifh’d in her Daughter the 
Infidelity of a Gallant who defpis’d her. There 
is Reafon to imagine, that this poor young Lady 
defign’d to have implor’d the Affiftance of her 
Lover, or of her Relations ; but that, being ter- 
rified with the Difculties of her Project, fhe had 
fank under her Defpair. ‘Terrible as her End was, 
her Story juftify’d my imprudent Compaffion, and 
made me the lefs regret my Misfortunes. How- 
ever, the Impreffion of Sadnefs they had made 
on me, awaken’d my Tafte for Solitude. «I quitted 
Bruxelles and went into Holland where I had a 
Mind to live unknown. 


I came to the Hague, where at my Arrival I re- 
ceiv’d a whole Year’s Revenue, and confiderable 
Arrears from my Steward, together with all the 
ready Money left by my Brother at his Death, 
and what arofe from his Plate which I melted 
down. With this Succour, which affured me a 
moderate Subfiftance for fome Years, I gave my 
felf up to ferious Reflections on the Rife of my 
Misfortunes. Heaven made ’em appear to me 
as the Confequences and Punifhments of my Fa- 
ther’s Weaknefs in facrificing his Religion to 
his Tendernefs for us. Could I, any other Waÿs 
accoucr for the ruin of a Family, in all Appear- 
ance fo firmly eftablifh’d, that nothing lefs than 
unheard of Accidents could ruin it? Ina the 
Midft of thefe Refleétions I recollected theïdifin- 
terefted Advice of the Curate of Afnieres, with 
VOL. I, E Regard 


[ 98 J 

Regard to the Love of Truth -and the Study of 

Religion : and to them I refolv'd to facrifice the 

Shipwreck of my Fortunes. T'o that Purpofe I 

addrefs’d myfelf to Mr. Saurin Chaplain to the 

Nobles at the Hague. I found fo much Com- 

placency and Goodnefs in this Clergyman, that I 

entrufted him with the Secrets of my Life. He 

guided and affifted me in the Study of that Re- 

digion ; and his Doétrine fo enlightned my Dark- 

nefs, that in lefs than three Months he found 

me fufhciently inftructed. °Tis true, my Doubts 

began from my Converfation with the Curate of 

Afnieres. ‘The Simplicity, to which he reduced 

what he call’d the Rubbifh of the Romify Rites, 

had already freed me from a childifh Subjection 

to that Religion. His manner of inftructing hits 

People, by having the Bible read diftinétly in 

French during Divine Service ; the Abolifhment 

of Images aud ‘Tapers in his Church ; his Ob- 

jections to the Papal Authority ; in fhort, the 

whole Conduct of that enlighten’d Man infpir’d 

me with a Diftruft of that Church which perfe- . 
cuted him, and the Zeal and Obfervances of" 
which had been fo fatal to me. Full of thefe! 
Sentiments I begg’d Mr. Sauvin to admit my’ 
Abjuration. However, he delay’d it a while to. 
avoid Precipitation. At length, yielding to my” 
Inftances, he direéïed me to the Paftor of ak 
Church in a neighbouring Province, where I. 
made my publick Profeflion without Noife. 


By this Aëtion I renounced irrevocably my# 
Country and my Fortune. A Relation, underr 
Pretence of preferving my Eftate, held it as ima 
‘Traft; and at firft I was obliged to him for hiss 
Care; But he did not leave me long in thatt 
Error. After feveral trifling Delays, he excus'di 
himtelf from remitting me a confderable Sumi 

| hic 
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which I wanted to raife a Stock in my Exile. E 
thought him enough my Friend to truft him with 
the Secret of my Abjuration, and made that an 
Argument to prefs a fpeedy Remittance ; afluring 
him that I would leave him peaceable Poffeflor 
of the reft. Alas! I furnifh'd him with Arms 
againft myfelf ! This barbarous Relation fearing 
my Eftate would efcape him if the Confifcation 
fhould take Place, filed my Letter among the 
Records of Juftice, and there enroll’d me a Pro- 
teftant Retugee. Immediately the Procurator- 
General ‘feiz’d my whole Effects in the King’s 
Name according to the Ediét of 1685, and put 
‘em in Truft. Some Months after, this unna- 
tural Relation who had formerly been a zealous 
Proteftant, fued for the Succeflion, and obtain’d 
it under the Title of the new Convert. ‘Tis 
true he paid dear for it ; for I have fince heard 
that the Archbifhop of — Superintendant 
of Eftates forfeited by Refugees in our Province, 
would not confent to the Conveyance of mine 
*till my Relation had given him feventy thoufand 
Franks. 


Severe as this Stroke was, I felt the Lofs of 
my Effects lefs than the Perfidy of this fcoundrel 
Relation. One Thing more troubled me ex- 
treamly, which was to acquaint Emilia with m 
Change. J had Reafon to fear the Lofs of her 
Heart for a Crime ufually fo odious to the Re- 
ligious. But I wrong’d her Equity ; fhe prevented 
my Apologies, and wrote to me very tenderly 
on the barbarous Behaviour of my Relation 
which had come to her Ears. I leave, fays fhe 
in her Letter to me, the Judgment of your Sen- 
 timents and Conduét to God the proper Judge 
of ’em. J muft even commend your Zeal for 
that which you think the Truth; fince to that 
i #2 yeu 
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ou have facrificed even the Hope of feeing your 
“Country again. My Sentiments, tho’ different 
from yours, fhall not hinder me from bewailing 
you, and procuring you all the Succour in my 
Power, to foften your Exile; of this you'll be 
convinced by my Mother’s Letter. In Reality 
that Letter brought me from her feveral con- 
fiderable Bills of Exchange which fhe had rais’d 
by the Sale of her Jewels. That generous Lady 
referv'd but a moderate Annuity, and had fold ail 
her Efieéts to provide me a Fund. Whatever 
Repugnance I had to receive this exceflive Liber- 
ality. She put me under a Kind of Neceffity of 
accepting it. She even call’d it a Debi; and her 
Affection, ingenious in proving it, found fome 
Argunfents in my former Commerce with Eyilia. 
I join’d this Sum to the Wreck of my loft For- 
tune; and thus I had a Revenue fufficient to 
Support me in a modeft Manner, as became me? 
Jt is true, the Prince of » whofe Acquain- 
tance Lowe to Mr. Saurin, added a Penfion of 
400 Crowns per dun. and three Months ago made 
me Gentleman in Ordinary of his Bed-chamber. 
i muft atterd at his Court in the Beginning of 
September next, and that Journey procures me the 
Honour of your Acquaintance here. I doubt, _ 
Ladies, the Recital of my Misfortunes has but" 
ill entertain’d you: But as I have prov’d my 


Obedience to your Commands by it, fo I think I : 


have fufficiently juftified that Sorrow which you 
. Jately reproach’d me with. 


| 


We all thank’d the Marquefs for his Goodnefs 


in relating fo affecting a Hiftory, and prais’d him. 


for the good Ufe he made of his Misfortunes ; , 
wond'ring with him at the unexpected Turns off 
Providence, and the uncommon Genercfity off 
&wilia’s Mother. But we did not think it proper: 
| A 
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to’ carry our Reflections too far, and my Lady 
ingenioufly diverted *em to prevent a Renewal of’ 
the Marquefs’s Grief whofe Virtue feem'd al- 
ready to have fuffer’d too much. Befides, our 
Servants came to tell us that Supper was ferv’d 


BP- 


We return’d all three to the Inn where all: 
was Mirth. The Jta#an who lodged there with 
us had aflembled all the Mufick of the Town. 
The common Room was full of Inftruments; and 
in the Garrets he had placed Hautbois and the 
Prince of Liege’s Hunting Horns which he had 
hired. This was the /talian’y Invention to divert 
that Sadnefs which the rainy Day had diffus'd. 
Indeed when great Rains fall no Place is more’ 
melancholy than the Spa. The Mountains 
which have their Beauty in Sun-fhine look fright- 
ful in a Tempeft. The Rivulet which runs thro’ 
the Town fwells immediately, and often over- 
flows. One can hardly ftir out or tell what tü° 
do. Mufick and Play are then the only Refuge: 
from the Vapours, which of all Things muit 
be avoided during the Regimen of the Waters. 
But every Body don’r love Play, and the Majority 
‘of the Drinkers can’t bear the Attention of it: 
Nor indecd is it fate for thofe who are fubjeét to 
Giddinefs, becaufe the Application it requires 
join’d with the Vapours rais’d by the Waters, 
may have a dangerous Effect: Noify Mufick is 
beft there, becaufe it raifes the Spirits moft, and 
contributes more than languifhing Airs to difturb 
that Indolence which the Waters infpire. This: 
| Diverfion feem’d contriv’d to draw the Marque fs. 
from that Sadnefs which the Detail of his Mis- 
fortunes had again plunged him in. We enjoy’d’ 
this Pleafure ‘till pretty late, and did not fe parate 
“il we had agreed to repeat it often. 

ee The: 
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‘The Rains had fo fpoil’d che Roads that we 


had no Profpe@& of purfuing our Intention the | 


next Day: The Meadows where we us’d to walk 
were ftill fofr, and the Garden of the Capuchins 
fo diforder’d that there was no fetting a Foot in 
it, tho’ it was fine Weather. We were forced 
to tramp the Streets, and as that was the only 
Walk that Day, and all the Drinkers were af- 
fembled there, we had the Pleafure of feeing at 
once all the Strangers that were at Spa. ‘This 
Sight was pleafant enough. ‘There were People 


of all Ages, all Sorts and all Nations. Some 


young, fome old, fome Infirm, Priefts, Abbots, 
and Monks of every Order, and every Colour. 


‘There were the Black, the White, the Grey, the” 


Brown, fome Bearded, and fome without Beards ; 
fome with Shoes, and fome bare-foot; bur all 
diftinguifh’d by the Oddity of their Garb, and 


fo fatisfy’d with themfelves that each thought. 


himfelf fuperiour to his Brother in Merit and 


. even in Finery. The greater Part of thefe Fr0-M 


cards were coupled with young fprightly Nuns, — 


who feem’d to want nothing but the Liberty of 


the Waters. And believe me the Cowl has its |! 
Coxcombs as well as the Sword, and equally ridi- | 
culous. The moft Difcreet of ’em walk’d apart, 


and Il obferv’d that they gain’d Refpeét in Pro- 
portion as they acted fuitably to their Profeffion. 


— 


And as I faw fome very worthy Men among ’em, 


to whofe Merit we were juft; I muft needs fay 


fome of them were wanton enough to deferve 


the Difcipline of a hundred Lafhes. Indeed no 


thing is more ridiculous than to fee People, who 
by their Singularity of their Habits and their 
Manners form a diftinét World and are in con- 


tinual Contradiction to the reft of Mankind, de 


firous to re-enter that World which they have re- 


linquifh’d, © 


Hors 
linquifh’d, to excel in that Behaviour whichoughé 
to drive “em thence. But thefe People are ufeful 
enough at Spa; for befide the Variety they divert 
the Eye with, there are always fome among ‘em 
who entertain the Publick with very merry 
Scenes, as we fhall find. | 


My Lady took a fingular Pleafure in gazing 
at this promifcuous Crowd. As the publick Bail 
Was appointed for Night, and as we had time 
enough to drefs after Dinner, we pafs’d the 
Morning in this Fair, as ic were, with my Lady 
and her two Friends, which were commonly our 
Company. Methinks, fays fhe, here’s Europe in 
her Undrefs; I fee it as it were on a great: 
Stage, and am prodigioufly delighted with the 
Comedy. True, fays Mr. Lake who was pleas’d 
with the Notion, we have Variety of Characters, 
and our Spectator would have good Sport here. 
Why, truly, fays the Marquefs, no Body aéts here 
tn Difpuife, and the beft of the Farce is that Na- 
ture forms every Character; and to fay the Truth, 
every Man's Part has a Dafh of the Ridiculous 
more or lefs, This Notion help’d us to a good 
deal of Plealantry, and the Marquefs made Re 
fl2Ctions on the Subject equally witty and judici- 
ous. The Image, fays he, which my Lady has 
rais’d in us from her Comparifon of this Concourfe 
to Europe in its Undrefs isa very juft one. No- 
thing can better exprefs the Mifcellany of good 
and bad Qualities which are here Expos’d to view, 
and open a vaft Field of Reflection to philofo- 
phick Tempers. Here, continu’d he, we fee 
Vice and Merit of all Kinds; and might I pre- 
fume to add toa Thought of my Lady, I would 
fay that I regard the Seafon of the Waters as a 
moft ufeful Book to thofe who have a Mind to 
ftudy the World by reading the World irfelf ; 

F 4 becaufe 
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Becaufe thefe Places of Aflembly are an Epitome 


ef the moft confiderable Parts of the known. 


World. Ali Europe feems to fend its Deputies 
hither in order to expofe original Characters, 
which it would be difficult to unveil elfewhere. 
©’ my Word Sir, fays my Lady, my Notion gains 
too much by your Comment for me to conteft 
the Juftnefs of it. I am fo much of your Opinion, 
continued fhe, that if F had a Daughter to fend 
abroad, fhe fhould make the Tour of the moft 
famous Waters; for I’m perfuaded, that with a 
Guide capable of wifely pointing out the Variety 
of Characters to be found there, fhe would profit 


more by fuch a Journey than in travelling the | 


World. 


The Noife made by thefe Numbers in the 
Street not permitting an exact Purfuit of fo 


moral a Converfation, we went to view the Shops 


of Lecquerd Ware. I never faw any thing 


prettier than this Ware. ‘They mimick Japan fo ~ 


exactly that “tis difficult to find the Difference. 
But the Excellency of thefe Workmen is in thofe 
Miniatures which are painted on the Ware, and 
which fhew their Beauty and Colouring through 
the Varnifh as if they were painted upon Vellum. 
We faw Tables of this Kind, the Price of which 
was fifteen Pifloles tho’ they bad but fourteen 
Pi@ures. The Pictures were noble, and were 


chofen and well-match’d Stories out of Ovid's: — 


Metanrorpkofes. In thefe Shops we found a hun- 
dred Sorts of pretty Moveables, fuch as Quadrille- 
Boxes, Watch-Cafes, Defert-Baskets, Canes, To- 
bacco-Boxes, all different in Shape Painting and 


Defign. They are of all Prices according to the 


wy 


Work and the Workman; for all are not equally M 


good. For Example, Les Crouets, while I was ~ 
there, were excellent in Fable and Hiftory ; Le Low w 
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in Landskip and Perfpective; and Dagly at the 
White Pigeon made the beft Varnifh for bearing. 
Fire and Water. This laft Perfon had a peculiar 

Tafte for Fruits and Flowers whether flat or 
embois’d. As thefe Knick-knacks are the only 

Manufacture at Spa, every Body works at this: 
Bufinefs that don’t let Lodgings. ‘The Kindnefs’ 
with which the Workmen receive thofe who: 
vifit them, induces People often to fee ‘em Work ;- 
they receive Advice with Docility and candidly 

fubmit to the Criticifm of others. This Liberty 

allow’d to Strangers in the Shops is not the leatt 
Amufement there. 


We went to a Dozen of thefe Shops, and found 
fo much Pleafure there that we had continued ir: 
longer, if we had not been ftopp’d at one of ‘em 
‘to comfort a Girl in the Neighbourhood, who 
faid fhe had been tormented fome Nights by a 
very troublefome Apparition. As we had heard 
of this Affair once before, we thought ourfelves 
obliged to endeavour the Cure of this ridiculous. 
Whim; and after we had unfuccefsfully faid all: 
| we could we look’d upon her as crazy, and made. 
| hafte home becaufe Dinner-time was at hand... 


When we were at Table and Converfation 
| open’d this Apparition was much talk’d of, that 
| “it had difturb’d the Daughter of one of the prin- 
cipal Publick Houfes in the Town; and für- 
prizing Things they told of it. ‘This Story had 
fo frightned the Lodgers there that two Ladies 
| were come from thence to lodge with us. And 

every Body feem’d fo perfwaded of the Reality 
of the Apparition, that we durft no longer difpute 
at. We had even fome warm Words with a 
‘good Prieft, who tabled with us, and proceeded 
even to threaten us with a Complains before the 
; F3 Bifhop 
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Bifhop and Prince of Zéege for that Scandal which 
we had given by our incredulous Obfervations. 
This little Conteft obliged us to retire a little 


the fooner under Pretence of Drefling for the 
Ball. 


This Ball was very numerous ; the Wetnefs of 
the Meadows brought all the World to the Af 


fembly ; and as every Gentleman for four Skellins 


paid at the Door might introduce one or more 
Ladies, the Place was fo crowded that there was 
hardly Room to dance. The ridiculous Count 
of according to Cuftom diftinguifh’d him- 
felf by a thoufand Impertinences. He flew from 
Lady to Lady and made each a thread-bare 
Compliment as infipid as his Perfon. He was 
fo well known that he gave no Offence; even 
the graveft Ladies laugh’d at him to his Face: 
And when his Follies had drawn a Smile from 
"em, the firft he met was made a Confidant and 
inform’d of it as a Mark of a growing Paflon 
for him. My Lady was forced to dance with 

him, and to accept a Ball which he offer’d her 
the Thurfday following ; but was fo tired with’ 
having walk’d all the Morning from Four a Clock 

to Eleven that fhe was forced to quit the Ball be- 
fore it ended, and we follow’d her. 


Next Day we found much Iefs Company at 


the Poubon Spring than ufual. The major Part 


of the Drinkers had quitted it to go to other 
Fountains without the Town ; for as I have al. 
ready hinted,there are four Mineral Springs befides 
the Poubon, of which the two moft famous are 
that of Geronffere and that of Sauveniere; the two 
others call’d Lonnelet and Baviffart are extreamly 
negleéted. Generally and almoft always, they 
that are to drink of other Fountains prepare 

Tae rt | them- 
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themfelves for it by the Pouhon Waters about 
12 Days: becaufe Phyficians and Chymifts fay 
that thefe Waters eflentially contain the Proper- 
ties of the feveral Minerals found in the others ; 
fo that it’s look’d upon as the Quinteflence and 
Elixir. of the other. Springs. This Remark is 
founded on the Phyfical Experiments of the Sieur 
Salpetenre Chymift and Apothecary at Liege. As 
this Gentleman has accuftom’d himfelf to come 
every Summer to the Spa for more than thirty 
Years, and as he has a Shop pretty well furnifh’d 
with neceflary Drugs it’s frequented like a 
Coffee-Houfe, and every Body liftens to him with 
Pleafure. We went there too. His Houfe is 
very fmall, but very convenient for the Drink. 
ers, becaufe it’s at the Corner of the Fountain 
and near the little Apartments neceffarily required 
bytheOperation of the Waters. ‘This Gentleman 
who has fpent his Life in the Obfervatiorr of thefe 
Fountains told us a hundred curious Things of 
them. Among others he told us that the Poxhoz 
is deadly Poifon to Worms, Infeéts, and all Ani- 
mals of that Species. He made the Experiment 
before our Eyes. At that Inftant he fill’d a 
large Veflel with Powhbon and another with fair 
Water, which he went and drew himfelf in the 
Middie of the Square. Into each of thefe he put 
a very brisk little Eel. We confider’d ‘em at- 
tentively — our Watches on the Table. That 
in the Mineral ftruggled to efcape as if it were 
in boiling Water, and after fome Efforts dy’d 
there in fourteen Minutes. We repeated this 
Experiment with Earth Worms and Frogs which 
our Men catch’d for us. ‘The Worms plunged 
‘In the Poubon Water were kill’d immediately : 
The Frog livd there an Hour. While the 
Worms and the other Frog in the fair Water 
lived till Twelve a Clock, and the Eel was alive 
aes | EF 6 the 
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the next Day. This Experiment proved to us 


the fovereign Expediency of thefe Waters in ver- 
micular Diftempers, fince we may prefume that 
they are equally deftruétive to Inteéts engender’d 
in the Human Body. The Apothecary fhew’d 
us, in Proof of this, the Figure of an extraordi- 


nary Infeét which a Girl of the Country of Liege 


had voided by way of Urine fome Years before. 
‘The Fa& is curious enough to deferve a Place 
here. 


A Nobleman’s Daughter, whofe Name he told 
us, had for feveral Years voided by way of Urine 
a great Quantity of Blood, and felt exceflive 


Smart in her Reins. However this Complaint. 


was not continual, nor the Confequences of it 
equally violent ; but every Return of her Pain 
Brought an Encreafe of it. Her frequent Lofs 


of Blood and want of Reft had reduced her to. 


extream Weaknefs. She had confulted all the 


Phyficians in the Country, and for want of know- 


ing the Nature of her Difeafe they had loaded — 


her with Medicines hurtful or at leaft ufelefs.. 


One of the moft Ingenuous owning his Uncertainty M 


iin her Cafe, advifed the Waters at Spa and par- 


ticularly thofe of Poubon. ‘The young Lady fol- 


Jow'd his Advice, to her Advantage. The Waters. 7 


had their ufual Effeét with her, tho’ fo feeble 
that fhe took them every Morning in Bed. The 
fourth: Day her Pains diminifh’d, and on the 
feventh fhe voided the Infect the Picture of 


which: I faw. This Animal was like a Fifh © 


arm’d with different Prickles like Fins. His Gullet 


was very large; and his Head armed with two 


very fharp Horns.; and in all Probability was 
form’d.and: nourifh’d in the Reins of this young 


Lady. The Prickles it was arm’d with gave 
her the Pain fhe complain’d of, and by con- 
tinually 
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tinually opening the contiguous Veflels, occafion‘d 
that perpetual Lofs of Biood with which hes: 


Urine was ftain’d. The Poubon Waters after. 


having kill’d this Animal in its Cell had Force 
enough to drive it out with ‘em. From that 
Moment the Lady was cur’d without Relapfe, 
and as they fay, liv’d many Years after. [thought 
the Shape of this Infeét fo extraordinary that E: 
begged the Apothecary to let me draw it, and he 
gave mea Print of it. A Prodigy of this Kind 
is never forgot at Spa, and there were then 
abundance of old Folks Witneffes of the Faét,. 
and fome of them confirm’d it to us... 


The Pleafure we took in converfing with our 
€hymift amus’d us agreeably ’tiil Dinner ; as we: 
were furpriz’d at his Infight into thefe Waters, 
which we judged exceeded bis Profeffion, he told us. 
modeftly, that he ow’d his little Stock of Know- 
ledge to Mr. Neffel Phyfician at Liege: and that. 
he had gain’d it in attending that Doctor in making. 
his Experiments on the Waters in 1698. And this 
was the Occafion of ‘em fays he. The great 


| Earthquake we felt on the 18th of September 1692,, 
| gave fome Perfons a Handle of decrying thefe 


Waters, and of fpreading a Report that the 

were quite alter’d and had loft their Virtue... ‘This. 
Scandal was rais’d on a Suppofition that the Earth. 
quake had difturb’d our Springs and mix’d ’èm 
with thofe of common Water, and they pretend- 
ed to prove it by the new Crevices and Clefts 
which were really made in the Mountains and 
Rocks towards the South, where the Pouhon takes 
its Rife, about a Mufquet Shot from hence, The 
Troubles and the Wars which afflicted this Country 


| of late Years, having render’d the Paflage danger- 
| ousand the Journey infecure becaufe of the hoftile 
Parties, the Difcredit of the Waters gain’d 


: Ground,. 
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Ground, and they were thought lef wholefome 


becaufe lefs frequented. 


Upon thefe Confiderations le Sieur Edmund Neffel 
Phyfician at Liege, who was well acquainted 
with our Springs, came hither to examine on the 
Spot if thefe Reports were founded on Reality. 
He engaged me, fays the Apothecary, to affift in 
this Examen, perfuaded that I might help his 
Enquiries, fince my conftant Attendance at the 
Waters for fifteen or fixteen Summers muft have 
made me more fenfible of the pretended Dimi- 
nution of their Qualities. This Doétor did me 
the Honour to admit me in his Obfervations ; we 
went together to all the Fountains, we tafted 
‘em and found ’em very near the fame as before 
the Earth-quake. The only fenfible Change was 
in the Pouhon Spring. Dr. Neffel could hardly 
remember it, But inftead of lofing their Quali- 
ties by this Alteration, the Waters were im- 
pregnated with a double Quantity of Mineral. 
And one curious Obfervation we made, which was, 
that altho’ thefe Waters were much fuller of 
Mineral than before, yet they were always clear 
and tranfparent, whereas before the Earthquake 
they were muddy in tempeftuous and rainy 
Weather. 


We did not content ourfelves with thefe gene- 
ral Remarks, we confirm’d them by the Coétion, 
Diftillation, Fermentation, and Evaporation of 
the Waters of every Spring, and by every Me- 
thod which Chymiftry has invented to undrefs 
Nature. We found the Quantity and the Qua- 
Hties of their Salts, Sulphur and Mineral the 
fame as before the Year 1692. We even prov’d 
the Produce of our Operations with rhe Load- 
fone, and found them equally full of Steel. 

he: Dr. Nefee 
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Dr. Neffel drew up an Account of our Obferva- 
tions, which he prefented to his moft Serene 
Highnefs Clement of Bavaria then Bifhop of 
Liege ; and by order of his Highnefs it was 
printed, who to undeceive the World had en- 
grav'd in Letters of Gold over the Pohon Foun- 
tain the ingenious Infcription which you fee 
there. 


We went out of his Shop to read it, for hitherto 
it had efcap’d our Notice. We explain’d it to 
the Ladies, who wonder’d that I took a Tran- 
fcript of it fince. they perceiv’d nothing extraor- 
dinary in it. It is indeed more curious than 
elegant, becaufe the Chronological Defign of it 
forced the Ufe of Words whofe Numerical Let- 
ters might exprefs the Time of the Earthquake 


in 1692; as is eafily feen by adding the Nume- 


| 
| 


‘vals according to their Value in this Infcription 
which I have faithfully tranfcrib’d. 


a TER & MoTV LonceVeserlor NIrIbilor, 
GVsTVQVE ForTIorn sCatVRIVIT. 


| Thatis, Since the Earthquake the Waters of this 
| Spring are more abundant more tranfparent and 


frronger. 


The Numerical Letters as they ftand in the Ine 
fcription are thefe : 


MVLVIIIDIVVVICVIVL 
Which placed in Order ftahd thus : 
“MDCLVVVVVVVIIIIIIL 


And make the Number of 1692. 
ar ed After 
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After having confider’d the Reafons whict» 
might induce the Government of Liege to place that 
Inicription there, we return’d to Salpeteur’s Shop. 
to hear the Reft of his Differtation. He re-aflum’d à 
the Thread of it with Pleafure, and we admir’d. 
at his Modefty and Docility fo feldom the Com- 
panions of fuperficial Knowledge. He own’d to: 
us that Mr. Chrowet a Phyfician in the Neigh- 
bourhood, had fince made larger Difcoveries in 
thefe Waters than Dr. Neffel : And tho’, fays he,. 
his Obfervations are quite contrary to ours yet 
Fthiok ‘em more certain. We have Experience 
on our Side, but he produces fo many learned. 
Reafons on his that Lam convinced againft my 
Judgment. For Example, he proves that the 
Poubon Water is not impregnated with Vitriol :: 
F believe him, tho’ *tis beyond my Comprehenfion 
becaufe this Water has ail the cuftomary Symp- 
toms and Effeéts of Vitriol. It has the fame: 
Tafte, affcéts the human Body the fame Way, 
and turns the Gall-nut black: Nay more, fays he,. 
it blackens all the Teeth, and without a proper 
Care in thofe who-drink the Waters, they’ll turn 
as black as Jett in a Month. 2 


But, fays my Lady, if Vitriol does not effect — 
all this what does? And how does Mr. Chronet — 
explain it. He pretends, Madam, (fays the good. 
Apothecary) that thefe Effects are produced bym 
a certain Proportion of Sulphur Earth and Sale — 
mix’d in the Water ; and that this Compofition — 
produces Effeéts which no Part of it is able to 
do feparately. Ay, well, Sir fays fhe, he’s too: 
learned for me : Thank you for all the pretty: 
Things you have taught me, but it’s Dinner- 
time now. We parted with a promife of meeting 

ati 
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at the Four a Clock Meadow, where our [taliaw 
treated fome Ladies of Liege. | 


This Meadow, fo famous among the Drinkers, 
derives all its Merit from the great Penury of 
Walks at Spa: So true it is that moft Things 
ewe their Value to their Scarcity. ‘There are 
ten thoufand charming Meadows in the World 
much le{s talk’d of, becaufe they are fituated 
where every Thing is agreeable. But at Spa, 
where all is Rock or Mountain, a little Green-fward 
is a Prodigy, and a Mead of two or three Acres. 
is the fineft Walk inthe World. ’Tis true, the 
odd Situation of the Place gives this Meadow its. 
Beauties. Its Coolnefs from Three a Clock is 
charmingly refrefhing, for about that time the 
Mountain which covers it interrupts the Sun 
then declining towards the Weft. And while we 
enjoy the Shade we have the Pleafure of obferving 
the grotefijue Effects of the Sunfhine on the 
oppofite Mountains, where the Landskips are 
furprifing. : 


This Meadow is call’d the Four a Clock Mea- 
dow, becaufe towards that Time is grows cool. 
*Tis about fifty Yards from the Town. The only 
Way thither is by a ftony narrow Path cut 
through the Rock. ‘This Kock round which the 
Path turns terrifies the Eye, becaufe it’s a Quarry 
whence the Jnhabitants fetch their Stone, and in 
fome Places the Points hang frightfully over and 
feem falling on our Heads. But thefe very Things 
yecommend the Meadow. ht’s bounded by a Brook 
which runs with Rapidity among the Stones, and 
in fome Places forms natural Cafcades. The. 
Noife of this. Current join’d to the Whifper of 
the Trees which cover the Mountain forms per- 
petually that foft Murmur fo agreeable to melan- 
ee choly 


7e Es | 
choly Lovers. Here our Ztalian had affembled 
all the Inftruments of the Town by way of pub- 
lick Confort. He had difpos’d the Horns at one 
End, and the Hautbois at the other. They con- 
tinually anfwered one another, and now and then 
united very agreeably. At the Bottom of the 
Meadow which forms a Semi-circle he bad 
placed a Symphony more foft and regular, near a 
Buffet with Refrefhments for the Ladies and 
Wine for the Gentlemen. 


The Affembly was numerous, and every Body 
ell fatisfied with the Gallantry, But as then 
Crowd encreas’d, our Ladies propos’d fitting a- 
part to enjoy the Feaft with more Tranquillity : 
But all was fo fal} that we could hardly find a 4 
convenient Place. The Counfellor of Bruxelles, ! 
who tabled with us, fhew’d us one and Jjoin’d us. 
After having talk’d fome time on the Situation 
of the Meadow, and of the Jtalian’s Gallantry, 
the Counfellor ask’d my Lady if fhe had heard of 
the Apparition which had difcompos’d a young 
Woman lately. Truly, fays my Lady, I have 
talk'd with the poor Creature myfelf; fhe’s a 
filly Thing, a Vifionary that does not know what 
fhe fays, and it’s a Pity too for fhe’s pretty. 
enough. That is to fay Madam, fays the Coun- « 
fellor, that you don’t believe the Story ? Not 
a Word on’t fays fhe : all that I believe is, that 4 
the Girl’s Head is turn’d or her Heart wounded ; 
for thefe Spirits are often an Artifice to conceal Jn- 
treagues. You are not credulous, Madam, fays 
the Counfellor, and two of my Friends, no more 
fo than you, have feen.fuch furprizing things that 
their Eyes have convinced ‘em. They are two: 
Dutch Officers, not tobe fufpeéted of too eafy Be- — 
lief. One of them juft now told me the Adventure. 
My Ladies Companions begged the Counfellor — 
to 
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totell the Story, and he told it with all its Cir- 
cumftances in a very agreeable Manner. 


Since you have feen, Ladies, the Girl we are 
talking of, fays he, I need not tell you fhe’s 
young and handfome. Yet that Obfervation is 
necefiary to the Story: For befides that the He- 
roine of a Hiftory ought to be beautiful, Hob- 
goblins of this Sort feldom attack the Old or the 
#4 Neither has this Girl the Character of 
 exceflive Credulity, nor does fhe feem of fo 
amorous a Complexion as to join in fuch a Farce 
to cover an Intreague. Her ‘Temper is lively, 
and her Conduét difcreet. Her Mother has been 
dead abouta Year, and fhe manages the Houfe 
under her Father, who leaves all the Care to 
her. They always had a good deal of Company, 
- but as two entire Families have quitted them 
there now remain’d but fix Perfons, vizs two La- 
dies and their Woman, two Dutch Oticers and 
a Monk (whofe Name and Habit I conceal for 
the Sake of his Order,) thefe fix Perfons are fo 
many Witneffes of this Adventure. 


It is five or fix Days fince this Girl has com- 
plain’d that fhe has been fo tormented fhe can't 
Îleep a Nights. She faid fhe had often felt her 
- Bed-cloaths drawn off and fomething very heavy 
threw itfelf upon the Bed. She at firft thought 
the great Houfe-Dog had quitted the Kitchen to 
lic in her Chamber. In this Belief fhe call’d him 
as if to carefs him ;. but he kept aloof. ‘Tired 
at length with this Difturbance fhe threatned him 
with an angry Tone, and the Moment fhe took 
. up a Stick which fhe kept always by her to drive 
- him away, fhe faw her Chamber fo enlighten’d 
with a fudden Flafh that fhe threw herfelf 
trembling into her Bed again, and at the Es 
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fhe gave fomething difappear’d. Every Body! 
that fhe told this to laugh’d at her, and faid it: 
was a Dream or the Night-Mare. Others faid! 
it was certainly a Cat becaufe a Cat’s Eyes fparkle: 
in the Dark. Tobe Girl averr’d, that whether’ 
fhe dream’d or no the Thing that frightned her’ 
was bisger and heavier than a Cat. She was 
rally’d a good deal upon it, and repeated joking’ 
made her jauzh at it herfelf at laft, and conclude 
that fhe had only dreamr. 


The next Night the Vifion return’d, but in 
more frightful Circumftances. She found herfelf 
awaken’d at firft by a gentle Jog: And fhe 
thought fhe: felt a Hand in the Bed, and the. 
very Moment fhe ftrove to feize it and ftop its 
Impertinence her whole Bed was enlighten’d, 
which frighted her beyond Imagination. Imme- 
diately fhe fhut her Eyes and made a thoufand 
Crofles, which diipers’d the Brightnefs but did. 
not drive away the. Hobgoblin. The invifible. 
Hand began its Game again, and grew very rude. 
and very urgent. Then the Girl opening her 
Eyes perciev'd at the Bed’s Foot a great burn- 
ing Cro{$- furrounded with frightful Characters 
which fhe took for Magick. ‘The Aftonifhment 
which this Sight occafion’d took away her Speech 5. 
and if fhe could have fpoke fhe durft not, be- 
caufe beneath an Image at the Foot of the Bed 
fhe read thefe two Words, Be filent, which were 
written very diftinétly in luminous Characters. 
If this had pafsd only in the Giri’s Imagination 
it muft be own’d that the Circumftances are ter- 
rible: But this was but a Prelude to what fhe 
faw afterwards, Not daring to cry ont, the poor 
Girl repeated to herfelf all the Prayers fhe could 
remember, and made Vows to all the Saints fhe 
could think on: She promis’d Pilgrimages of 

every 
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every Kind ; and forgetting in her Trouble that 
fhe had hid herfelf under the Cloaths, fhe im- 
puted the Darknefs to her Vows — but fhe had 
{carce ventur’d to open her Eyes when fhe had 
like to have dy’d with Fright. She faw at her 
Bedfide a frightful Spectre which feem’d to touch 
the Cieling. The Arms of it were extended 
like a Crofs, and its Head feem’d to burn. What 
frighten’d her more was that it feem’d to have 
many Hands; one of ‘em held up a Finger to 
forbid her crying out while the other rummaged 
the Bed-cloaths, the Spectre all the while form- 
ing a Crucifix. She thought fiich an extraordi- 
nary Appearance a heavenly Vifion, and think- 
ing it an Angel of Light fhe garher’d all her 
Strength to rife and get upon her Knees. ‘That 
Inftant fhe felr herfeif fo clofely embraced by 
the Spectre that fhe gave herfelf for loft. The 
frightful and wanton Embraces of this Figure 
not feeming fo very heavenly, fhe ftruggled a 
good while to difengage herfeif, and finding her- 
felf over-power’d, fhe cry’d as loud as fhe could 
for Succour. Her Cries having wak’d the Ladies 
in a Chamber juft by, they made their Woman 
go fee what was the Matter: She having half 
opened the Door perceiv’d a burning Phantom 
cafting out Fire and Smoke, and which faid to 
her in a folemn Tone. Retire, or thou dieft. Here 
ends the fecond Vifion. 


You my imagine, Ladies, that the Alarm and 
_ Fright fpread itfelf through the Houfe. The 
_ Ladies call’d for Help, but no Body came. The 
Father lay backward, and the two Officers were 
gone to Verviers (a little Town fome Leagues 
from Spa). As foon as it was Day the poor Girl 
- gamp’d out of Bed, half dead, to tell her Father 
_ this Adventure. As foon as the Ladies ugha 
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down they asked for their Reckoning, for they’ 
refolved to quit their Lodgings. ‘The Father’ 
perceiving that he fhould füffer by this Hob-: 
gobling was angry with his Daughter and call'd! 
her Vifionary. ‘The Ladies took the poor Girl’s; 
Part, and, upon the Credit of their Woman 
who had a Share in the Adventure, fwore there: 
was a Spirit in the Houfe, and an evil Spirit: 
too. The Monk, a Lodger in the fame Houfe,, 
confirm’d the Vifion by his own Experience and! 
by apt Examples. You know, Ladies, that thefe: 
Gentry have a hundred fuch Tales at their: 
Tongues End, and a Monk feldom difputes ani 
Apparition, Particularly thofe of his Order have; 
a more natural Tendency that Way, as the: 
Foundation of their richeft Monafteries is owing: 
to the Vifion of their Inftitutor. The Queftion: 
was to determine the Sort of this Girl’s Vifion, , 
and to explainit. ‘The Monk aflur’d ‘em, as iff 
it had been reveal’d to him, that this luminous: 
Spectre was the Ghoft of the Girl’s dead Mother,, 
who being in Purgatory came to beg Relief ; and! 
‘twas his Opinion they fhould have Recourfe toy 
Prayers and Maffes: And he offerd his and} 
thofe of his Funétion. Immediately they went! 
to the C-puchins who all faid Mafs on the: 
Occafion. 


But what ever the Hoft could do, the Ladies# 
Jefr the Houfe : however his Entreaties engaged | 
them to conceal the Reafon of it, that his Houfe: 
might fuller no Difcredit by it. The Girl for? 
her Part could not go to Bed alone, and witht 
large Promifes prevailed on one of her Maids tod 
lie with her; and that not ‘till the Monk hadi 
faid a long Scring of Prayers in the Room andl 
before the Father. For all this the burning Crofss 
appear’d: The Maid was frighten’d out of herr 
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Wits, and tho’ the Spectre did not come near 
em, fhe fwore fhe had feen enough to run no 
more Hazzard, and threaten’d to leave the Houfe 
too if they forced herto it. The Monk af- 
fumed the Merit of the Ghoft’s keeping at Di- 
Stance, as if his Prayers had occafion’d it. The 
Maffes were repeated: They even fent to Liege 
to defire them of feveral Convents. “The Monk 
repeated his Prayers, and towards Night fprinkled 
every Corner of the Room with Holy Water. 


Unhappily his Exorcifms did not terrify the 
Hobgoblin. It was a Spirit of a fullen and 
haughty Difpofition, and was certainly averfe to 
the Company of a Servant. The Girl was alone, 
and as the Ghoft’s Bufinefs was only with her, it 
came again to vifither in a Drefs more terrible 
than before. The Chamber feem’d all in Flames 
and fprinkled with little luminous Crofies, with 
abundance of Scrawls, among which the impor- 
tant Injunétion to be filent was frequently and 
diftinétiy vifibie. Inthe midft of this Illumination 
the Girl faw the Spectre advance gravely towards 
her in a flaming Shirt. When it was near the 
Bed it cali’d her by her Name and bid her make 
Room. The poor Girl already half dead with 
Fear perceiving that the Hobgoblin came near, 
gave a Shreik that rais’d all the Houfe, but no 
Body durft ftir ; only her Father ran to her with 
a Bundle of Relicks which he had borrowed of 
the Capuchins. Whether thofe Relicks frighten’d 
the Ghoft I can’r tell, but it was vanifh’d when 
the good Man enter’d ; and he could only fee 
the burning Croffes and Writing which were ftill 
vifible through a thin Smoak which fill’d the 
Room. 


The 
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‘The Father faw thofe Prodigies, and was almof 
as much fcared as his Daughter who was hail 
dead and fenfelefs in her Bed. Then the gooo 
Man runs to the Monk’s Door and begs hii 
Affiftance to make the Ghoft break its Mind 
This pious Father declin’d it, becaufe Modeftt 
and his Order would not fuffer him to entes 
‘without his Cloaths; and he made a Difficulty 
of approaching a young Woman’s Bed. At lengtt! 
he came forth and feem’d terrified at thefe App 
pearances. He proftrated himfelf at the Sigha 
of the flaming Crofles, and after fome Prayerss 
which the Landlord deveutly faid Amen to, ho 
conjur’d the Spirit to appear. The Ghoft knew 
better ; and the pious Monk imputed its Fear te 
the Virtue of his facred Frock which has always 
been terrible to the Devil ; and therefore he com 
cluded that this Spirit was an Angel of Darknef! 
transform’d into an Angel of Light; one op 
thofe Genies fo famous among the creduloui 
Ancients under the Names of Zrcubus and Succubuss 


All this while the Girl was in a Swoon: He! 
Father ran to the Cellar for fome Wine, and thé 
Monk ordered him to bring a Holy Candle with 
him to trace the Motions of the Spirit. As foort 
as the Candle came the Crofles and the W ritings 
difappear’d : The Girl too recover’d from her 
Swoon and told all the Circumftances of the Vifiont 
with that Horrour and Earnefinefs which onl 
Reality can infpire. The Monk to comfort her 
told her the Virtue of the Holy Candle ; he madé 
the Father carry it upon the Stair-cafe, and ima 
mediately all the Crofles reviv’d : And theft 
Words were very legible on the Chimney-pieces 
Hence ye Prophane. The Monk made it plain: 

wo enough! 
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enough that only the Landlord was concern’d in 
that, who probably would have retir’d, if he had 
hot perceiv'd fome Sparks upon the Monk’s 
Habit while the Candle was remov'd out of 
the Room: But they were immediately ex- 
 tinguifh'd by a little Holy Water. ‘The Girl’s 
Father was too much obliged to the Monk to 
leave him expos’d te thefe Symptoms of burning ; 
and tho’ the Monk rely’d Couragioufly on the 
Virtue of his Habir, the Hoft would not quit 
him. They pafs’d the Reft of the Night together, 
dnd the Girls Father, to whom the Sight grew , 
familiar, often caïry’d out the Holy Candle, purely 
for the Comfort of admiring its all-powerful 
Virtue. At length came Day, and the Illumina- 
tion ceas‘'d. The Monk went out to fay Mais 
and did not return ‘till Dinner-time. 


The Dutch Officers, who returned from Verviers 
the Night before pretty well tird with the Rough. 
nefs of the Road, had {carce heard this Diftur- 
bance. The Landlord himfeif carefully conceal’d 
it from ‘em for fear they fhould leave his Houfe | 
foo. But they were foon inform’d of it. ihe 
Diforder they found the poor Girl in after fo fad 
a Night gave them occafion to queftion her. 
Her Heart was fo full of this Adventure that fhe 
told it honeftly, notwithftanding. her Father's 
Prohibition. Happily for her, her Father catch’d 
her in the Tale, fince the Prefence of the Officers 
reftrain’d/ his Anger. -Thefe. Gentlemen com- 
forted his Fears, and a A him that inftead of 
quitting his Houfe, they Would clear it of the 
Ghoft.. Then they took him afide to ask him 
fuch Queftions about this Incident as they could 
Not with good Manners ask His Daughter. They 
fancy’d they could difcern fomething th rough the 

Wonders which the Landlord had told them. 
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‘Officers, and Proteftant Officers are no more 
-credulous in thefe Affairs than my Lady: They 
were led to the Girl’s Apartment and the Places 
where thofe Marvels had appear’d were pointed 
out to them. ‘The Marks of the Crofs and the 
Characters were evident enough for the Images 
and Tapeftry were finged. This fufficiently 
proved the Reality of the Vifion: Yer thefe 
Marks produced Effeéts quite contrary. The 
Landlord, after having efteem'd his Daughter an 
Enthufiaft became a flagrant one himfeif; and 
could not bear the Incredulity of the Officers. 
“Their Doubts gather’d Strength from the Infcrip- 
tion.on the Chimney-Piece, the Sparks on the 
Monk’s Coat, and the difappearing of the flaming 
Figures at the approach of the holy Candle. 
Thefe ‘Gentlemen pretending to give into the 
Landlord’s Credulity, defir’d to fee this wonder- 
ful Candle. He went to fetch it; but was quite 
confus’d when he found that in the Trouble he 
was in at his Daughter’s Cries he had taken only 
a common Candle. ‘The Officers gathered a good 
deal from his Miftake and made ufe of it to 
acquaint him with their Sufpicions. They agreed 
with him that the vifible Difquiets of his Daugh- 
ter fufficiently clear’d her of Confederacy. 
The good Man was ftagger’d, and own’d that 
even his Reafon told him thefe could not be Ap- 
paritions of his departed Wife, and that it would 
be foolifh to imagine that a Mother fhould come 
exprefsly from the other World to torment her 
Daughter, or fhould ufe fome Indecencies which 
her Daughter complain’d of. Thefe Remarks 
reduced him to his primitive Incredulity, and he 
begged the Gentlemen to affift him in the un- 
veiling a Myftery which it fo much concern’d him 

to unravel. | 
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Now for the Difcovery, Ladies, and I dare lay 
no Body guefles it. Truly Sir fays one of the 
Ladies, I don’t know what to think; thefe Lights 
terrify me, and I fufpect fomething of Magick. 
So faid the other Lady too. *Tis white Magick 
then fays my Lady; for to fpeak freely, I have 
fome Sufpicion of your Monk, notwithftanding 
his devout Appearances. My Lady, fays the 
Counfellor, is always hard upon the poor Monks, 
and I wifh this Story may infpire her with more 
Charity toward ‘em. I doubt it fays fhe, buc 
let’s fee. After this little Paufe the Coun- 
fellor continued. - 


The Officers laid feveral Defigns the moft 
ealy of which they pitch’d upon, and it fucceed- 
ed to their With. ‘That was, That the Father 
fhould feem melancholy *till the Difcovery was 
made ; that he fhould continue the Mafies as 
ufual ; that he fhould remove his Daughter to 
that Room which the Ladies had quitted ; that 
one of the Officers fhould lie in that Room where 
the Girl lay before, while the other Officer and the 
Landlord fhould wait the Sequel in the Kitchen. 
All this was kept fecret among them three ; even 
the Girl was inform'd of it But Jaf Night, and 
that the Minute fhe was to retire. Her Part was 
therefore the more natural, for fhe was in Tears 
and in terrible Expectation all the Evening and 
could not be perfuaded to go to Bed. However 
fhe went into the vacant Chamber, and the Officers 
purfued their Scheme. The Father, better to 
conceal his Diftruft, engaged the good Monk to 
repeat his Prayers and his Holy Water at his 
Daughter’s Chamber-door. Ar length every Body 
oretir’d and the Candles were put out. 


Gz Two 


[124 ] 


“Two Hours pafs’d in dead Silence ; the Officer 
in the Girl’s Bed expected the Vifion with Im- 
patience: He was even beginning to think that 
the Spirit was more afraid of him than of the 
Holy Water, when he heard the Chamber-door open 
foftly. He counterfeited a found Sleep, and when 
he had heard it take feveral Turns in the Cham- 
ber he felt fomething lifting up his Bedcloaths. 
As he had wrapp’d himfelf clofe in ‘em, he 
made fome Refiftance and repuls’d the Hobgoblin. 
When he found it a little further off, he peep’d 
from under the Cloaths and perceived all the 
Room in a Blaze, burning Crofies, Letters of 
Fire, and a horrible Spectre vomitting Flame and 
Smoak. This Officer confefs’d to me, that inur’d 
as he is to Fire, and undaunted as he thought 
himfelf he was at firft fright’ned : Which may 
very well be, fince true Valour is not the fup- 
prefling fearful Apprehenfions but the furmount- 
ing “em. Be that as it will, the Spectre having 
mutter’d fome barbarous Words round the Room, 
approach’d the Bed agains The Officer who 
watch’d it, taking his Opportunity, threw over 
the Neck of it a Slip-Knot one End of which 
he had tied at the Bed’s Foot, and pulling the 
Cord with:all his Might down’d with the Spectre, 
and throwing himfelf upon it, fwore he'd ftrangle 
ic if it would not fpeak. The Fall of it was 
more terrible than its Figure; for that was at- 
rended with Flafhings and a Bounce like a Clap 
of ‘Thunder which fill’d the Room with Smoak. _ 
The Officer not at all difcompos’d, ftuck clofe 
upon him and held him by the Throat — for 
this Spectre was Flefh and Blood like other 
Men. He ftruggled a long time to efcape from 
beneath the Officer, who kept crying oit and 
fwearing he was ftronger than the Devil. The 
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Landlord and the other Officer ran up at the 
Noife with Lights and Weapons, and foon dif 
engaged the Spectre from his Conqueror in their 
Impatience to fee him. But how were they fur- 
priz'd when they found that this terribie and 
obffinate Hobgoblin was no other Man than the 
Monk. His Defign was evident, and even be- 
fore his Confeffion, it was plain that all his Ap- 

_ paritions were contriv’d to frighten the poor Girk 
and fo to gratify his Lechery. The Landlord. 
who immediately diftern’d all this, flew into a 
Fury hardly to be reftrain’d: And is it you 
Sirrah fays he, that difgrace my Houfe and dif- 
honour my Daughter? You fhall die Villain — 
And throwing himfelf upon him, he had done: 
his Bufinefs, if the Officers had not held him. 
Fain he would have made him fuffet the Fate of 
Abelard. He deferv’d it, but the OMcers dif- 
creetly chofe to hufh up the Affair. 


This wretched Monk getting upon his Knees 
begged Pardon, and fhedding abundance of Tears, 
Was as abject as Vice could make him. He con 
fefs his Crime, but protefted that he had com 
mitted it in Imagination only ; and that by 
making himfelf an Apparition he had loft his 
Labour and his Reft. ‘This was a very diverting: 
Scene; becaufe the Equipage which had ren- 
der’d him fo formidable being fhorn of its Beams 
and view’d near had fomething burlefque in ic. 
This Monk who is very tall, had put upon his 
Head a high-crown’d Paper Cap, and had run 
a Stick through the Sleeves of his Coat in Form 
a Crofs: He had a Shirt over his Coat cam, 
rough the Slits of the Pockets under his Arms. 
€ pañsd his Hands in each of which he held a 
al, one of the Pho/phorus fulgurans, the other 
the Phofphorus fumans ; by which he difpers’d 
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Fire or Smoak as he pleas’d. Unhappily for him 
the Vial of Phofphorus fulgurans broke in his 
Fall; and asthe Agitation of it had made the 
Fire very fubtil, it has fcorch’d two Fingers of 
his Right Hand and maim’d ’em for ever. 


The Officers had a Mind the Girl fhould fee 
the Devil in this Drefs ; *twas indeed neceflary 
to compofe her difturb’d Imagination and prevent 
the ill Effects of ir. In vain the Monk begged 
an Exemption from this Difgrace ; he muft fub- 
mit. The Father went to call the Girl; fhe 
came all trembling, but lofing her ears at the 
Sight of his comical Condition, fhe abus’d him 
handfomely and pleas’d herielf with boxing his 
Ears with his Slipper. The Father gave him 
fome Cuffs too, which at laft the Officers put a 
flop to, to enquire into the Nature of this won- 
derful Pfofphorus, and the Compofition of ir. 
The Monk kept off fome time ; but their Threats 
of expofing him to Juftice as a Difturber of 
Families and a Prophaner of the moft facred 
Things, he promis’d them two Vials a-piece, 
which he had in his Chamber, and gave em his 
Key to fearch his Cheft for the Receipt of it. 


When they were poffefs’d of thefe Things they 
took the Cord from his Neck, and help’d him to 
drefs decently ; they had even the Chariry to 
drefs his Wound, and after having reproach’d 
him as he deferv’d, they advifed him to quit 
the Territories of Liege immediately, for fear of 
being arrefted upon Account of this Story. He 
took their Advice and having paid his Reckon- 
ing, and reimburs’d his Hoft the Mafs-money, 
and Jeft fome Ducats for Damages, he fet out ar 
Four ia the Morning for Stave, a little Town … 
three Leagues from hence; where he'll be the 

more 
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more feeure, as the Prince of that Place is a 
Monk, and by Confequence will be tender. of 
bringing Infamy on the Habit. ‘Tho’ this Ad-- 
venture calls aloud for Punifhment, the Land-- 
lord dares not publifh it, becaufe Liege being an: 
Ecclefiaftical State it’s dangerous to attack. the: 
Priefts and Monks where they are Mafters.. 


Well, Sir, fays my Lady, did not I fay ‘twas’ 
the Monk, and that fome Intreague was on Foot ?: 
Believe me that’s generally the Bufinefs of Ghofts,. 
Spirits and Apparitions. People are naturally 
credulous and enclin’d to Superftition ; your’ 
Monks find their Account, and a childifh Diver-- 
fion in it; and the leaft of their Gain is Mafs-- 
Money, as we may learn by your Story. How~ 
ever Madam, anfwer’d the Counfellor, that Er 
ror is not fo general as you imagine even among. 
the Monks ; and fome of ‘em are Men of Parts. 
and above thofe Follies. Even here are fome: 
vaftly mortified at the Scandal which this Wrerch: 
has given, and I can affure you that if fuch an 
Affair fhould happen at our Court we fhould fhew 
no Favour-——— And very juftly fays fhe, for thefe: 
Stories always come from illiterate Priefts and. 
Monks ; asis evident, becaufe among a hundred. 
of thefe Stories the Scene is fcarce twice laid in: 
Proteftant Countries.. There we fo feldom here 
of Ghofts, Spirits, and People poffefs’d, that in 
telling fuch a Tale we muft explain the Terms 
to be underftood. ‘T'hat’s true, fays Mr. Lake, 
and tho’ I have travelled through our three 
Realms, Switzerland, and Germany, I remember 
to have heard nothing of this Kind but in Romay’ 
Catholick Countries. Indeed, continued he, as 
_foon as the luminous Croffes were mentioned: I. 
_ concluded they were the Effect of a Pho/phorus. 
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I fancy’d fo too fays the Marquefs, becaufe 
fince I have been in Holland, I heard of an In- 
cident of this Sort which lately happen’d purely 
for Diverfion. Rofelli, fo famous for his Adven- 
tures under the Name of the unfortunate Neapoli- 
tan, was the Actor of it. This Man kept at the 
Hague the moft famous Coftee-houfe in Holland. 
All Strangers went thither, and they that had not 
feen Rofelli had feen nothing. He was a true 
Italian, cunning, a great Chymift, but a greater 
Bite. He had found out or bought a thoufand 
little Noftrums in Phyfick and Chymiftry, which 
he knew how to make his Market of when he 
found a Cully — which he never wanted. ‘The 
greateft Noblemen took a Pride in his Acquain- 
tance, and nothing was fpoke of but him. The 
Ambaffadrefs of France, who had read his Hiftory, 
had entertain’d a great Idea of him: She was 
happy in coming to Holland where fhe might be 


acquainted with this wonderful Man, and had 


promis’d her Friends at Paris to fend an Account 


of him. As foon as fhe came to the Hague fhe 


fent a Page to Rofelli to let him know her Defire 
to fee him. Rofelli bid the Page ask her Excel- 
lence whether fhe would fee him as an ordinary 
or an extraordinary Man. The Ambafladrefs 
who knew him only by the latter Title did not 
hefitate in her Choice. ‘The Page came back to 
tell Rofelli that her Excellence expected him at 
Six a Clock ("twas in Winter) and that fhe im- 
patiently defired the Acquaintance of fo extra- 
ordinary a Perfon. 


Rofelli kept the Appointment. He took his 
Ttalian Habit, put on a broad-brim’d Hat and 
took Coach. He fént up his Name: He was led. 
into the Hall, and while the Page went to inva 
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his Lady, Rofelli put out the Candles. The Lady 
impatient to fee him, came to the very Door of 
the Hall to meet him.  Rofelli advancing gravely 
to make his Honours, fhook two Vials which he 
held in his Hands, and in a Moment fill’d the 
Hall with Fire and Lightning. The Ambaffa- 
drefs, frighten’d at this Speétacle, ran into. her 
Chamber.  ÆKofelli follow’d her there and with 
his Phofphorus fumans &Wd it with a horrible 
Smoak. The poor Ambaffladrefs taking him for 
a Magician, flew from Room to Room and went 
to hide herielf in the Garret. The Page as much 
{cared as his Lady, alarm’d the Kitchen ; not a. 
Soul durft approach ; only a Swifs came with his: 
Halbert to drive away this pretended Magician. 
Rofelli not relifhing his Compliment thruft his- 
Phofpborus under his Nofe ; and the poor Swifs,. 
undone, as he thought, threw himfelf trembling: 
at his Feet, and faid in his Language, 4p, pooa 
Mr. Devil, don't burn me yet, you'll have me fon: 
enough. After this Expedition Rofelli return’d to: 
his Coach, and as foon as he was at home, wrote: 
a very handfome Letter to the Lady to excufe 
his Extravagance. She forgave him, but had no 
more Inclination to fee him. 


_ The Company laugh’d heartily at this Adven- 
ture, and were forry that Supper-time forced us. 
to feparate. My Lady finding every Body gay, 
propos’d to entertain the Company with a Si: 
Supper. She had hired a whole Houfe,. and. 
brought with her a Cook, who drefs’d ‘Fhings: 
very well. We did not care to give fo much 
Frouble ; but her Affurances that it would give 
none at all, engaged all the Company. In Half 
an Hour we fat down at Table and found a little 
Supper of Meat and Fruit very prettily {ery’d up. 
Phe. Converfation was very gay, and we continy’d ie’ 
| G 5 “tall. 
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“ill pretty late. Apparitions were again the 
Subject, and as that Subject is inexhauftible, each 
told his Story. However that of the Pho/phorus 
was the moit approv’d. Pray Gentlemen, fays 
one of the Ladies, tell me what this Pho/phorus is 
which effects fuch Wonders. 


Madam, fays Mr. Lake who fat next her, Vif 
do myfelf the Honour to tell you. I have feen a 
great deal and a great many Sorts of ’em, fome are 
natural, and {ome artificial. Some fhine, fome 
burn, fome fmoak, and fome have ail thefe Qua- 
lities together. That which Nature produces is 
found in Mines ; and the Chymical Pho/phorus is 
compos’d of Salt, Nitre, and other Materials 
faitable to the Effeéts it is to produces The moft 
common is that which Artifts call the Bolognian 
Stone, found at the Foot of Mount Paterno, about 
a French League diftant from Bologne in Italy. 
They are little, grey, irregular, fhining Stones. 
I faw one at Mr. Cellio’s in Rome which weigh’d 
five Pounds: But the fmalleft and brighteft are. 
bef. Thefe Stones are not true Phofphorus’s ‘till 
they have been calcin’d. ‘The Secret was dif- 
cover’ d by a Shoe-maker of Bologne who was in | 
Search of the Philofopher’s Stone, and thought | 
that this Stone contain’d Silver becaufe it fparkles 
and is of a Silver colour. But inftead of finding 
the Metal he expected from the Calcination, he 
tuckily difcover’d this wonderful Phenomenon. 
When I went to Bologne 1 bought a great many 
which are now in my Cabinet at London. But. 
that which I admire moft is the Pho/phorous ful-: 
gurans invented by Fohn Daniel Craft ; and by! 
all the Circumftances is that which our Monk: 
made ufe of. ‘They generally keep it ina Glafs; 
Bottle, full of fair Water. When it’s fhaken ini 
she Dark it flathes: when taken out of the Bottle: 

at 
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it fmoaks. Hf you write upon Paper or your 
Hand with it, the Letters are exceeding bright 3: 
They are not vifible by Day-light but fhine 
wonderfully in the Dark : However, they that wie 
it muft be cautions; for if it’s handled too 
roughly or rubb’d too violently againft any 
thing it really takes Fire, and burfts into 4 
thoufand Pieces with a Flame as fubtil and pe- 
netrating as Lightning. A few Years ago, one. 
of the moft famous Chymifts in Oxford was dan- 
eroufly wounded by it. And thefe are precifely 
the Effects of the Monk’s Pho/phorus. | 


But what will aftonifh you, Ladies, we all 
ath within us the chief Ingredient in this won- 
derful Compofition. Ychn Daniel Craft, the En- 
ventor of it, having obferv’d that moft Peoples 
Water fhines in the Dark, apply’d himfelf to : 
extract the luminous Part, of which he made his 
Phofphorus after abundance of Trials: °Tis one 
of the moft naufeous Operations in Chymiftry. - 
There is, befides, a Liquid Phofphorus, invented 
at Hamburgh by one Brand, and produced from 
black Salt. Ic has the fame Effects with the 
Phofphorus fulgurans and fmoaks much more, and 
is more convenient for Writing and drawing 
Figures. - 


All this is prodigious, Sir, fays the Lady : But 
I-fhould be delighted to fee the Efieéts of it ; 
and we muft beg the Counfellor to engage the 
two Officers to procure us that Pleafure. With 
all my Heart, fays the Counfellor, and if you 
pleafe Til go: to ’em this Minute, ‘Fhey took 
him at his Word and he went. 


Mr. Lake contina’d’ the Converfation, and he : 
fecm'd to me very well vers’d:in Chymiftry. He 
G 6 tol 
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told us a hundred Things, every one more curi- 
ous than the former, on the Nature and. Com- 
pofition of the Phofpherus. He brought us num- 
berlefs Examples of Things naturally fhining in 
the Night, and accounted for it concifely. A- 
mong the reft he told us ofa Monk in Germany, 
whofe Head threw out Sparkles on the Dark 
whenever it was touch'd, and that therefore the 
faperftitious Vulgar counted him a Saint ; with- 
out confidering, fays. he, that a Cat, the Head. 
and Entrails of a Fifh well known under the 
Name of a Whiting, and a great many Shells per- 
form the fame Miracle every Day.  Befide,. 
fays he,. as Ignorance is the Parent of Su- 
perftition, few of the Prodigies in former times. 
are now fo aftonifhing, becaufe they are either 
explain’d or imitated by Natural Philofophy :. And 
had the Antients been as well vers’d in that as 
our Monk is, they would have drawn fewer 
Omens and Prediétions from thofe fudden Illumi- 
nations which fometimes appear’d on the Heads 
ef their Heroes.. 


This curious Converfation was interrupted by 
the Arrival of the two Officers introduced by the 
€ounfellor. They made their Compliments to. 
the Ladies, which the Company return’d and 
defir’d ’em to fit down.. The Ladies drank a. 
great many merry Healths to em, and then one 
of ‘em was conducted to a neighbouring Chamber 
to make proof of the Phofphorus. He drew feveral 
Figuers on the Wall, he wrote Pieces of Gallantry 
on fome Paper, he lightly rubb’d with Liquid 
Phofphorus two Monkeys Heads which fuftain’d 
the Chimney-piece, and then call’d in the Com- 
pany to fee the Effect. The Ladies were afto- 
nifh’d, and my Lady own’d that if fhe bad not 
been appriz’d of it fhe had been frighten’d ta 

Death. 
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Death. They diverted themfelves a good while 
in writing Whims upon Paper, their Hands and 
their Cloaths, without any ill Accident. One of 
the Officers made a Prefent to my Lady of one 
of thofe Vials, and fhe was wonderfully pleas’d 
with the Favour. | 


During this Diverfion they told feveral little 
Touches of the Monks Devilfhip which the 
Counfellor had omitted [3 and fo renew’d the Dif- 
courfe on Spirits. The Counfellor took occafion 
to rally my Lady on her Disbelief of Apparitions. 
Madam, fays he, laying afide all religious Pre- 
judices, may I ask the Foundation of your In-. 
credulity. I am no Philofopher, fays fhe, but 
common Senfe and Experience make one an In-. 
fidel toward thefe Tales, and I fhould never end. 
if I were to tell you all the ridiculous ones I have 
met with. But bad I been as credulous as the. 
moft credulous Nun, I had been cur’d in this 
Point by a Story which a French Lord told me 
fome Years ago, when I went to Paris with my 
Son. “Iwas at the Table of the Lord Stairs them — 
Ambaflador to France. This Nobleman fpoke 
from his own Knowledge, becaufe the Story was. 
of himfelf. As I am the only one, continued: 
fhe, that has told no Story, [ll willingly contri- 
bute my Share. And fince the Story is a pretty 
prolix one, it will give me the Opportunity of 
keeping the Company here the longer. Every. 
Body exprefs’d an impatience to hear it, and we 
return’d into the Dining-Reom, where fhe told. 
us this Story. | 


Lit 
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Ai Adventure of the Count of B—" 


WO HE Gentleman it happened to, fays my 
Lady, is a Nobleman well known at the 
French Court, under the Name of the Count of 
B « He is: brave,. even fearlefs, and has 
diftinguifh’d himfelf on all Occafions, efpecially 
in the laft War, when he ferv’d as Brigadier. 
‘This Nobleman having obtain’d Leave to pa{s the 
Winter in one of his Country Seats, fet out with 
his Equipage about the Month of Offober, which 
was very rainy that Year. As foon as-he reach’d 
the Frontiers, he affum’d the Privileges of 
his Rank and.Title ; his Harbinger always fer 
out fome Hours before him, to fix his Ledging 
and fit it for the Arrival of his Mafter. One 
Day, when the Rain had fo fpoil’d the Roads 
that the Coach and Equipage of the Count could 
not reach the Town ñhe.had propos’d to lodge in, 
his Marfhal ftopp’d in a little beggarly Village, 
ficuated at the Bottom of a Valley, almoft defert, 
and always full of Water; and appointed the 
Gount’s Lodging at the Curate’s. who. was very 
poor. The Poverty of this Houfe was the fame | 
as in the other Houles, excepting.that it was 
fomething lefs inconvenient - tor there was 
fcarce any Shelter from the Wind and Rain. 
When the Count arriv’d he was receiv’d and 
complimented by the good Curate, who difplay’d 
all his Hloguence to thank him for the Honour he 
did him ia coming to lodge in his humble Hur, 
and in his Way, made a huncred Excufes that his 
Cottage was fo ill provided to entertain fo great a 
Man. The Count, who was unacquainted with 
the Place, thank’d him for his Speech, and after 
bigs. having 
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having affur’d him that he would not incommode- 
him, order’d his Poftiilion to proceed.. The 
Curate, who perhaps wifh’d. no betrer, thought 
it however his Duty to ule fome Entreaties to 
flop him, affuring him that as poor as his Houfe 
was ic was the moft convenient in the Village. 
The Marfhal return’d in the midft of thefe Cere- 
monies, and join’d. his Inftances to thofe of the 
Curate, protefting that he had vifited all the 
 Houfes one by one and had found none compa- 
rable to this. Very well, fays the Count, but 
why may’nt I lodge in that Caftle which lb fee 
there at t’other End. of the Village. Whoever 
lives there I fappofe won’t refufe me a Chamber; 
go thither in my Name: I'll alight here and wait 
an Anfwer. My Lord, fays the Curate, that 
Caftle is not inhabited. ‘This Land has been for: 
Sale many Years; moft of the Apartments are 
without Doors; however fome Rooms are ftill 
neat enough, and there are fome old Moveables. 
I don’t want fo much, fays the Count. It is at 
leaft a Shelter and there Pll have my Bed made. 
I would have done it before, my Lord,.fays the 
Marfhall, if Lhad nor been told that you would 
have been in Danger there, becaufe this Caftle is 
poffefs’d by Spirits and Hobgoblins who make a 
horrid Din there every Night. They told me 
but this very Minute that the Witches held their 
laft Meeting there, and that the Mafter of ir, 
who is in fome foreign Country, has let his Houfe 
to the Devil. What! are you. drunk, fays the 
Count in Anger? You talk like a Fool—— ’adone 
with this Stuff; Vil lie in the Caftle; get my 
Bed ready immediately, and in the mean time I'l 
fup with Monfieur the Curate. — They were 
forced to obey. | 


During 
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During this Interval, the Count defir’d the 
Curate’s Company, and an Account whence thee 
foolifh Reports took their Rife. The Curate was a 
good little Man, as ignorant as poffible, and ex- 
treamly credulous, as Country Parfons generally 
are. He had every fabulous Circumftance by Heart, 
and recited Tales of frightful Apparitions in 
every Kind, in order to divert the Count from 
going to the Caftle. The Count amus’d himfelf 
fome Time with lift’ning to hims but at length 
quite tir’d with his idle Stories, he call’d his 
Valet and order’d him to follow him to the 
Caftle. ‘The Valet too made his Remonftrances 
in vain— they made no Impreffion. He threw 
himfelf at his Mafter’s Feet, to beg him not to 
expofe himfelf — but Diffwafion Only confirm’d 
his Refolves of going to the Caftle. He fet out, 
and his Valet lighted him with a Link. The 
poor Fellow, who was naturally credulous, had 
his Head full of Stories which he had pick’d up 
inthe Town: For every one had his Tale, and 
the whole Village attefted the Truth of them ; fo 
that he went with his Mafter as if it had been 
to Execution. His Feats encreas’d as he ap- 
proach’d the Caftle. “It was an old Building | 
moated round, adorn’d with feveral ruinous Fur 
rets, which made a Place difagreeable enough 
in itfelf, and its Appearance was adapted to 
infpire that fecret Horrour which ufüally attends 
the View of magnificent Ruins. Befides, by the 
Defertion of its Mafters this old Pile was become 
the Retreat of Bats and Screech Owls. The 
Cries and Flutter of thefe Nogturnal Asimals {. 
terrified the poor Fellow that he thought he had 
a thoufand Spirits at his Elbow already. But the 
Count encouraging him by his Reafons and Ex- 

ample, 
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ample, they came to the Chamber where the 
Bed was prepared. ‘Tho’ it was the neateft and 
nobleft Apartment, the Door could not be fhut 
on the-Infide. The Count undrefs’d ; but before 
he lay down he tied his Piftols to his Belt and 
hung his Arms over his Bolfter. He order’d two 
lighted Candles in the Chimney, and kept two 
by his Bedfide. After thefe Precautions he went 
to Bed not quite undrefs’d ; and his Man lay 
upon a Mattrefs brought thither on Purpofe. 


The Count, notwithftanding his Bravery, cou’d 
not fleep. A certain Reftlefsnefs, confiftent with 
the trueft-Valour, threw bim involuntarily into 
melancholy RefleGions on the Hazards which he 
perhaps unneceflarily expos’d himfelf to. He had 
pafs’d two Hours thus uneafily, and was going to 
compofe himfelf, when about Midnight he fan- 
cied he heard a harfh and hollow Noife in the 

furtheft Court of the Caftle, and it was too diftant 

to be diffinét. He perceiv’d that this Noife muft 
be made by fomething alive, becaufe, as well as. 
he could follow it by his Ear, it went round the 
Caftle. He thought it at firft fome Beaft grazing 
thereabout with a Bell at its Neck; but foon 
changed his Opinion: The Noife clear’d up as 
it came near. T'he Count heard diftinétly the 
Steps of one marching gravely, and the ratling 
of a Chain, pretty heavy as he judged by the 
Noife it made upon the Pavement. This fright- 
ful Noife entering the Apartments feem’d to. 
tend directly to the Count’s Chamber. He then 
thought he ought to ftand upon his Guard, and 
flipping on his Gown and Slippers, he threw his 
Belt over his Shoulder and return’d into Bed 
ready for all Events. : 


In 
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n the mean time the Noife redoubling upom 
the Stair-cafe, awak’d the Valet, who to drowm 
his Fears had gorged himfelf with Wine overt 
Night. The Count could fcarce keep him fronm 
crying out; for, notwithftanding his Drunken-- 
nefs, he was ftill fenfible of Fear. But the Countt 
threatning. to break his Head with his Piftol iff 
he cry’d out, he lay fill. The Hobgobling con-- 
tinuing his Walks went thro’ the neighbouringz 
Rooms, and having made his Tour, groaning? 
moft lamentably, he went up Two Pair of Stairss 
where the dragging of his Chains made a terrible: 
Din. ‘This horrible Noife, far from intimidating, 
the Count, made him fufpeét fome Trick for he: 
was not at all credulous.. Says he to himfelf, iff 
they want to murder me thefe Ceremonies are: 
ncedlefs : to be fure then they want to frighten: 
me; for I fhall never believe that the Devil or: 
any Inliabitant of the other World is come hither: 
purpofely to carry on this Farce. Let us fee: 
then, fays he, the Conclufion of this Comedy. 


The Moment he made this Reflétion, the: 
Spirit pufh’d the Door violently and enter’d the: 
Chamber. His Figure was hideous: he feem’d 
all hairy like a Bear, and loaded with Chains 
which he ftruck againft the Walls with horrible 
Groans. He advanced folemnly towards the Mat- 
trefs where the Servant lay. The Fellow not 
daring to cry for fear of angring his Mafter, 
had wrapp’d himfelf in his Great Coat, thinking 
Death unavoidable, either from his Mafter or from 
the Ghoft, which laft lifting up the Chains rattléd 
‘ëm at the poor Wretch’s. Ear and frighten’d 
him into aSwoon. The Count having quietly 
abferv'd this Proceedure through his Curtains, and 

hearing 
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hearing his Man cry out thought the Spectre 
had offered Violence to him. He jump’d out 
of Bed, his Piftol in his Hand, and feizing the 
Candle ran toward the Spirit crying out Afurther, 
Murthey, as loud as he could. ‘The Ghoft, with- 
out Surprife, turn’d himfelf gravely to view the 
Count, and fhaking his Chains, faid to him 
Hollow me little Mortal. ‘The undaunted Counr, 
equally defirous of unravelling this Bufinefs, and 
troubled at the Lofs of his Servant whom he 
thonght dead, follow’d the Speétre clofe, and 
went down Stairs after him keeping his Piftol 
always in his Hand, refolv’d however not to dif- 
charge it but in Extremity. The Spectre came 
into the Court, which he crofs’d with fome Pre- 
Cipitation. The Count ftill purfued him through 
the Darknefs and the Horrours of a difmal Night. 
At laft they came to the Entrance of a very nar- 
row vaulted Gallery. There the Count enter’d 
too, but there the Spirit difappear’d, and feem'd 
to bury icfelf in the Bowels of the Earth with a 
terrible Cry. A violent Wind which came from 
‘under Ground put out the Count’s Candle which 
had furviv’d the-open Air of the Court; and thus 
he remain’d in a ftrange Place and in horrid 
Darknefs: The Count tranfported by his Warmth, 
let off his Piftol, advancing forward ; and im- 
mediately felt himfelf fink alive into the Region 
of Spectres to punifh his Incredulity.. 


Ah, for God’s Sake, Madam, fays one of the 
Ladies, cure my fufpence. Did the poor Count 
ftay there, or did the Spirit ftrangle him. My 
Heart akes for him and I’m forry, he was fo 
rafh! You are very urgent, fays my Lady with 
a Smile, Was the Count an Admirer of yours; 
you feem fo deeply concern’d for him. Be it:as 
it will Fm going to fatisfy you : But give me 
| , Leave. 
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Leave to ask you, Gentlemen, fays fhe to u 
what would you have done in his Place? I haw 
too good an Opinion of your Courage to doui 
your doing as much: and yet would you refer 
the being thought not quite fo rafh? *Tis a nid 
Queftion, fays the Marquefs, for Bravery, likee 
great many other Things, depends much upe 
Succefs, and according to that is jultity’d or con: 
demn'd. The Ladies always determine in thes 
Cafes, and the T'endernefs with which the Count 
Valour has infpir’d that Lady, fuficientiy prove 
that precipitate Courage deferves Efteem, fince: 
has touch’d a Heart like hers. The Decifion 
gallant, fays my Lady, and fince I’m to expect m 
other Anfwer, I muft continue my Story to cuti 
this Lady’s Alarms for her dear Count. 


Dangerous as his Fall was, he receiv’d no Hun 
by it. The Pit was not fo deep as the Center 
and tho’ the Manner of his Defcent was fright 
ful, he could not poffibly be kill’d by ic. “T'was 
a ‘Frap of Boards fo nicely poiz’d that a Foor 
treading upon either End of it fank it immet 
diately, and the Perfon flid down with Rapiaitt 
on a Heap of Straw and Hay, fo that the Fak 
was broke. As foon as the Count was in thil 
fubterraneous Place he faw himéelf enclos’d by: 
Company of Spirits in Human Shape whom hi 
Fall had drawn round him. He judged by thei; 
Looks that they breath’d and were fomething 
furpriz'd at this unexpected Vifit, as he was too 
to find himfelf fo furrounded. They did not give 
him Time to recollect himfelf or to gaze on 
them ; they blindfolded and difarm’d him, ant 
led him to a neighbouring Cavern, where they: 
fhut him up. The Count had his Wits about 
him, and in fpight of his Trouble he immediately! 
conceiv’d that thefe were Chymifts in full Seat 
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F the Philofopher’s Stone, or perhaps Clippers 
id Coiners; or it may be both: However he 
mild never make the Difcovery ; but the Pre- 
tutions they took to conceal their Employment : 
om him, their Situation fo near the Frontiers 
hence they might eafily quit the Realm at the 
aft Alarm, and the frightful Noife they made 
ery Night in the Caftle to drive away the 
urious and Impertinent, perfuaded him that 
ey purfued fome dangerous Employ. This 
onfideration taught the Count all the horrible 
anger which he had thrown himfelf into; and 
on he was on the-very Brink of that Danger. 
rom his Place of Confinement he plainly heard 
m confulting what to do with him. All voted 
s Death but one, who with more Humanity 
as for fending him back after a Difcovery of 
$ Quality: ‘Pho’ the Count thought his Death 
evitable, yet he begged to fpeak to ‘em before 
ey took their laft Refoiution. They led him 
it. of his Dungeon into the Midf of their AL 
mbly and permitted him to fpeak. 


f L'underftand, Gentlemen,” Says he to em, 
how much Reafon you have te get rid of me. 
My Indifcretion deferves Death and I accept 
it: But give me Leave to reprefent to you 
that your Ruin muft infallibly follow it. I 
think myfelf obliged to declare my Name and 
Quality. I am the Count of Brigadier- 
General of his Majefty’s Forces. I was going 
from the Army to my own Eflate. ‘The bad 
Weather kept me in this Village where I have 
all my Equipage ; my Valet who lay at my 
Bed’s Foot, muft have made his Efcape and | 
apprize my People of my Adventure : They'll 
certainly fearch into it; and be aflur’d that if 
they don’t find me they‘ll pull down the a 
\ i 6 but 
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€€ but they'll find what’s become of me : Confider 
‘ it Gentlemen: I don't defign to threaten you: 
“ But how neceflary foever my Death may appear 
“© to your Security, T think myfelf obliged to affure 
‘€ you that it willcertainly ruin you. If you doubt 


“ my Quality, the Letters in my Pocket with — 


‘€ Orders from his Majefty, will confirm my 
“€ Teftimony.” ‘The Count produced his Letters, 
and while thefe Cyclops examin’d ‘em he added — 
<¢ Sirs, I am a Gentleman and can keep a Secret, 
‘ without defiring to dive into yours; and I 
‘€ fwear by my Faith and Honour I won’t betray 
‘€ you.” ‘This Speech, which he made with that 
Dignity which never abandons great Men in 
Dittrefs, aftonifh’d ‘em all. They fent him back 
to his Cave to renew their Deliberation. 


They now gave into fofter Counfels; ‘though 
fome {till perfifted in advifing his Death, but 
thofe in lefs Number and with lefs Vehemence 
than before. Thefe Debates which the Count 
heard diftinétly, would have alarm’d a Heart 


lefs great than his. For befide the Idea of | 


Death which was always prefent, every one 
fram'd a different Punifhment and made him feel 
all the Horrours of ir. Eyen Death irfelf, in 
my Opinion, is preferable to this cruel Viciffitude 
of Hope and Defpair. The Count however calmly 
waited his Sentence. The Votes were unani- 
mous in his Favour: They brought him out 
again. One of thisfubterranean Crew pronounced 
him at Liberty on Condition he fwore an in- 
violable Secrecy, and would leave the Village 
and his Servants in that Notion of Spirits which 
they already entertain’d ; ard that when he was 
out of the Province he would not mention his 
Adventure. After thefe Oaths they gave him 
his Arms and Letters except one which Lu 
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kept. They made him drink fome Glaffes of 
Wine, the whole Company drank to his Health, 
and after having made him fenfible what a Risk 
they ran in fparing his Life, they open’d the 
Trap, and two Guides Jed him towards his 
Apartment. As foon.as he was upon the Stair- 
cafe, the Guides took off his Bandage and re- 
turn'd to their Cavern. 3 


The Count return’d to his Chamber, amaz’d at 
his Adventure, but had like to have met a more 
terrible one from his Valet. The poor Fellow, 
quite fober’d by his Fears, was in Defpair when 
he mifs’d the Count. He conciuded that the 
Spirits had ftrangled him, according to the Stories 
of the Night before. Full of Grief for his dear 
Mafter, he even miftook him when he enter’d, 
and taking him for the Spectre, let fly his Piftol 
at him. By a providential Stroak the Pifol 
mifs’d, and the Count made himfelf known. The 
poor Servant was ready to die with Shame and 
Horrour at the Misfortune he had efcap’d, and 
implor’d his Mafter’s Forgivenefs. The Count 
without ftaying to hear him bid him follow him ; 
for he thought quitting the Caftle a better Secu- 
rity than the mutual Oaths in the Cavern, fince 
it was poflible they might recant theirs They 
went together and waited for Day-light in the 
Avenue leading to the Village; and the Count — 
told his Man, that having follow’d the Spectre 
with his Arms in his Hand, after feveral Rounds 
it bury’d itfelf in a Sort of Well, which he too 
was almoft decoy’d into; and that he had much 
ado to find his Room again. When it was Day 
he went to the Curate, and told him the fame 
Story which foon fpread itfelf through the Vil- 
lage ; and having fent for his Bed and his Cloaths 
he continu’d his Journey. ( 

| Several 
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Several Years pafs’d before the Count men-. 
tion’d his Adventure, and he had never divulged. 
it without the exprefs Permiffion which he has: 
fince receiv’d. One Day when he was at ‘his: 
Country-Seat,‘ they told him a Man wanted to) 
communicate to him an important Affair, and. 
that he could not ftay nor come into the Caftle. ; 


The Count furpriz’d at the Meflage, fent for the 
Meffenger, and order’d his People to enquire 
whence he came. The Courier again anfwer’d 


that he muft not come in, nor wait, nor name: 
his Mafters; and notwithftanding all their Per-. 
fwafons he perfifted in flaying upon the Draw-. 
Bridge. The Count, who was at Dinner, com-. 


municated this extraordinary Meflage to the 


Gentlemen at Table with him and ask’d their: 


Advice. Some found Reafons of Diftruft where 
there was fo much SOS and were for fe- 
curing the Meflenger. But the Majority advis’d 


the Count to go and fpeak with him for fear of 
lofing fome Advice of. Confequence to his Affairs : 


or his Safety, and offered to accompany him. 
This Counfel prevail’d ; the Count rofe from 
Table, and with all thofe Gentlemen went to 
the Bridge where the Courier waited. When 
the Courter faw him he cried out, Fear nothing, 


Sir; and to prove that I have no ill Defign, [il | 


difcharge my Arms. Immediately he fhot off his 
Piftols towards the Fields. Then the Count ap- 
proaching, the Meflenger without difmounting 


put into his Hands two noble Spanifh Horfes : 


which he led ; and delivering a Packer faid to 
him, This, Sir, will inform you furthers I have 
finifh’d my Commiffion and my Orders oblige me 
to depart. At the End of this Compliment he 
{purr’d his Horfe and went off full Gallop, nor 
could they ever find out where he retir’d to, 

The 
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‘The Count wonder’d at this Commiffion, and 
was impatient to know the Authors and the Mo- 
tive of it. He gave the Gentleman next him 
the Horfes to hold, and open’d the Letter. He 
found it wrote in various Characters, and thofe 
counterfeited, and after having well confider’d 
it, he read it aloud. As well as I can remember 
it was to this Effect : 


« We thank you, Sir, for having hitherto pre- 
<¢ ferv'd a Secret in our Favour, and we have fent 
- &¢ thefe two Horfes, as Inftances of our Gratitude. 
«© We have fent too an important Letter which 
‘ you left fuch a Day and fuch a Year at the 
© Caftle of It may put you in Mind of a 
« ftrange Adventure which happen’d to you there. 
«© We have happily concluded our Affair and re- 
“ turn’d to our own Homes. We difengage you 
« from your Oaths and your Secret, we fhall tell 
“ your Adventure ourfelves, and give you Per- 
million to publifhit. Adieu generous Count— 
& This comes from the fix Gentlemen who put 
« you into fuch a Fright in the Cellars of the 
tu Cattle of ———. 


Ce) 


Afrer reading this Letter the Count yet doubted 
whether he ought to divulge the Secret ; but at 
the Inftances of the Gentlemen then with him, 
he told ‘em the odd Adventure mention’d there ; 
and took a Pleafure in repeating it on all Occa- 
fions. And now Gentlemen, fays my Lady, judge 
if I am blameable in disbelieving the daily Stories 
of Spirits and Ghofts after one fo famous ard 
authentick as this is. | 


I like your Maxims, Madam, fays the Coun- 
fllor ; and, like you, I think it the wifelt Way 
VO H to 
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to defpife thofe Stories, when they are beyond 
the Reach of Difcovery ; and if Î had Power, 
Fd make a Law to forbid among us, as among 
the States-General, the publifhing any Taie of 
Witches, Hobgoblins, Spirits, Ghofts, or any 
thing of the like Nature, under the Penalty of a 
pecuniary Mulct ; and Society would meet with 
much lefs Difturbance. We approv’d the No- 
tion, but did not expatiate on-it becaufe it was 
already very late. We begged my Lady’s Excufe 
for having troubled her fo long, for it was 
One a Clock, But our Concern was leflen’d 
when fhe told us that fhe fhould not go to che 
Fountain next Day. However we took Leave and 
retir'd very filently ; In fhort it was an irregular 
Hour at Spa, and this Partie might have pafs’d 
for very {candalous among the Drinkers. 


My Defign too was to have flep’t it out next 
Morning ; but I alfo in my turn found a very 
troublefome Hobgoblin, It was that young Cox- 
comb before-mention’d, who came back from 
Liege at Day-break. For my Lady’s Quiet and 
ours, this Fop was fallen in Love with two very 
lovely Ladies of Liege who came to Spa to pais 
a Bggnighe there. Whatever they were, his Head 
was full of ‘em, and we were happy that they 
had fo much Charity for the Publick as to en- 
‘gage him, Unfortunately this good Luck foon 


yanifh'd ; ‘Pho’ this Correfpondence was quite — 


innocent, an old Lady of Liege fpoiled the Count’s 
Affiduity towards *em, and had ’em re-call’d by 
their Friends. Their fudden Departure made 
the Count comnsit a thoufand Extravagances. He 
“would convoy ‘em and offerd bis Coach, which 
they refus’d; but all they could fay or do could 
not prevent his efcorting them on Horfeback ta 
the very Gates of Liege, making his empty 

+0 Chariot 
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Chariot follow, to prove at leaft that they took 
another againft his Inclination. | 


He had certainly gone further, and probably 
had quarrelld with the Father if he had not been 
an hafte to’return to the Ball which he had 

-promis’d my Lady. To be fure he requir’d more 
‘Time at his Toilet than another Man, therefore 
he travel’d all Night, and his Arrival put the 
whole Inn in Motion. Fatigu’d as he muft be 
with this giddy Exploit, he preferr’d to the Plea- 
{ure of Sleeping that of ranging the Sweetmeats 

and Ribbans which he had brought from Liege 
for the Ball. _ A Confectioner whom he had 
hired for that Purpofe, began with Day-light to 
_ difpofe the Defert, and he wou‘d fuperintend. 
I could not get any Reft for the Noife he made, 
which, join’d to the Murmur of the Drinkers at 
the Fountain, forced me to rife. I went in Search 
of Mr. Lake and the Marquefs to comfort me; 
and in that Difpofition we concerted a mif- 
chievous Plot of Ridicule againft him. Our Pro- 
ject was to give the Coxcomb a common Dofe of 
Opium ina Difh of Chocolate, thinking that it 
would lull him a-fleep about the Affembly-Hour : 
And for the greater Security of Succefs pre- 
wailed on my Lady to defire the Ball might begin 
early, becaufe her Irregularity the preceeding 
Night made her defirous of retiring early.” This 
Meilage was punctually carry’d when the Count 
fent the Nofegay ; and as he himfelf was tir'd, he 
took it as a Compliment from the Queen of the 
Ball, and a Proof of her Concern for him. 


A Canon of Liege who lodged with us, and was 
equally nettled at this Difturbance, join’d in the 
Plot, and fpightfully told us a thoufand of the 
Count’s Follies, whom he had long known. I 

H 2 have 
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have fpat’d him hitherto, fays he, but now I'll 
expofe him fince he’s incorrigible. This young 
Fellow is marry’d; I know his Wife, fhe lives at 
Luffeldorp We were amaz'd at this Difco- 
very, becaufe hitherto he had induftrioufly pais’d 
for a Batchelor. What I tell you is true, fays 
the Canon, a Nephew of mine was Cotemporary 
with him at the Univerfity of Louvain, and told 
me all his Follics. One Extravagance which I 
was Witnefs to, as having occafion to examine it 
judicially, was this. ‘This Spark, at the quitting 
the Univerfity, coming to Brufft/s fome Years 
ago, to pals his Winter there, brought himfelf 
into a Scrape with Regard to two Opera- Dancers 
whom he had flander’d by avery ill concerted 
Story. The Dancers, who were honeft Foiks 
in their Way, would have Satisfaétion, look’d for 
him every where to make him explain, and gave it 
out in all Coffee Houfes, that, if he did not pub- 
lickly retract, they would cane him. The Spark, 
more indifcreet than valiant, thought ir moft 
prudent to make his Peace with the two Actors, 
and was mean enough to give it under his Hand 
that all he had faid of ’em was falfe. To confirm 
the Reconciliation he gave ‘em a Supper, and to 
cement the Peace between *em the more firmly, 
he declar’d he had a moft paffionate Defire to 
mount the Stage, and begged their Intereft that 
he might be admitted into their Company, and 
act in thofe Entertainments which fometimes fuc- 
ceed the Opera. The Actors promis’d to fpeak 
of it to the Dire€tor and their Brethren, and the 
next Day his Commiflion was fign’d. 


Young Mr, Z—— at that time not having 
dreamt of forging a Title, would treat his new Fra- 
ternity : He carry’d ‘em to the Red-Houfe, where 

a magnificent Supper paid his Beverage, There 
\ they 
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they broke Glaffes, Tables, Chairs and Sconces, 
in fhort a terrible Havock was made, and all at 
his Expence. Inthe Heat of Liquor he fall in 
Love with an Adtrefs who had trod every Stage 
in Germany. As fhe was a Coquette, fhe knew 
how to make him quicken his Advances. She aéted 
a Penelcpe, treated him rigoroufly, and one Day gave 
him a Box on the Ear on the open Stage for daring 
to toy with her. The unhappy Spark, in Defpaits 
thought he might foften her Inbumanity by making 
her a Promife of Marriage. The artful Jade took 
his Promife, but continued ftill untraétable. Mif 
knew her Cue. She was fenfible that, altho’ this 
young Fellow had a Mother, the greater Share 
of his Fortune deriv’d irfelf from his Father 
who was dead. She cunningly infinuated that 
fhe had a great deal to fear from the Contract 
he defir’d, becauf his Mother would certainly 
difinherit him upon it, and reduce ’em both to 
Wretchednefs and Beggary. The Coxcomb ran 
into the Snare, and immediately flew to a Notary 
to make a full Affignment rail his Effeéts to 
this Lady, in cafe he fhould die before he could 
ratify his Marriage with her, The Aëtrefs was 
not {fo fimple as to fancy thefe two Papers valid : 
but the Ufe fhe made of em is curious. When 
fhe had ‘em fafe, fhe took Care that fecret Intel- 
ligence fhould be given of it to the Mother, well 
knowing no Stone would be left unturn’d to re- 
cover em, and that fome Way or other it would 
turn to her Advantage. She was not deceivd. 
The Mother flew to Bruxelles, and got an Order 
to fectire het Son The Actrefs difappear’d and 
came to Liege, that fhe might make the better 
Conditions. In fhort, fhe gave up the Promife 
of Marriage for two thoufand Franks, and the 
young Man, at Liberty again, revoked his Affign- 
ment in Form, after having difcharged the Ex- 
H 3 pences 
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pences of his Admiffion on the Stage. The Mo- 
ther dreading fome new Sally, carry’d him with 
her, and with all Expedition marry’d him to a 
very lovely Woman, in Hopes that Marriage 
might fix him. But fhe has not fucceeded ; the 
young Lady has been forced to demand a Separa- 
tion, which he has confented to for taventy thoufand 
Frarks which fhe gave him to play the Count with. 
And as he goes on, I believe it won’ laft long. 


It would be right, methinks fays the Marquefs, 
if Mr. — » the Canon had the Goodnefs to 
tell my Lady the Story of this young Fellow, 
to fpare her the Regret fhe’il feel for havin 
danced with him. Right, right, fays Mr. Lake, 
the Affair is too far advanced to retreat. Befide, 
fince the Dutchefs is a Party fhe muft not be 
impos’d on. I'l, undertake the Affair, and I 
have a Method of Revenge in my Head. She 
Shall be deliver’d from him, tho’ the Opium takes 
little or no Effect. Since this Spark isa Coun- 
terfeit and has conceal’d his Marriage he de- 
ferves but little Decency : He fhall meet with a 
Rebuff to Night to prevent his cheating any 
credulous Perfon here for the future. The Thing 
is eafy, and we fhall have the Pleafure without 
expofing ourfelves. The chief Point is to find 
a Servant unknown to him. I comprehend you, 
fays the Canon ; Ï have a Servant who came 
here laft Night from my Nephew ; I fhould fend 


him back this Mornin;r, but he Shall flay anc is’ 


at your Service. Then let me alone, fays he, and 
depend upon a Comedy inftead of a Ball. Adieu, 
Vil go teach my Lady her Part. 


The Morning infenfibly flip’d away in thefe 
Projets, and we feparated to drefs. Soon after 
we went to Dinner. The counterfeit Count did 

rot 
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hot appear: he was too deep engaged at his 
Toilet. The Dinner was fhort, becaule we were 
to meet at Five to begin the Ball. We went.to 
my Lady, but fhe fcarce thought us in earuelt, 
and fent us to wait upon the Dutchefs. In the 
mean Time the Count of L carry’d my Lady 
in his Coach to the Place of Affembly. A Mo- 
ment afterwards we arriv’d with the Dutchefs. 

The Ladies placed themfelves at Table, and à 

delicate and fumptuous Collation was ferv'a up. 

There were more than thirty- Ladies and as 

many Gentlemen. My Lady, who had her View 

in it, faid, that tho’ the other Gentlemen were | 

polite enough to ftand, fhe was fure the King 
of the Ball might be indulged in Sitting on Ac- 

count of the laft Night’s Fatigue. We feconded 

this Tendernef, and the Coxcomb feated him- 

felf between the Dutchefs and my Lady. They 

did not fail to make him drink, nor to flide one 

more Grain of Opium into a Glais of Jelly which 

my Lady gave him. In the midft of his Jollity 

they told him that a Country Boy wanted to fpeak 
with him in all hafte. Ele would have got up, 

but the Ladies begged the Servant might come 

in and fpeak. He made fome Difficulty of it, be- 

caufe his Vanity did not approve of the Meflenger. 

The Servant (he that the Canon lent ’em) topd 

- his Part ; pretending a great Impatience at thefe 
Delays, he enter’d rudely into the Room, crying 
out, Pray ye, Maifler, don't budge ; Madam your 
Mother has fent me to let you know that Madam 
your Wife was brought to Bed of a fine Boy. The 
Mother and Babe ave both well, and the Infant is, 
as like you as if ‘tavere pit out of your Mouth. 
This was a mortal Stroak to the Fop. I even be- 
lieve he felt ic fenfibly: But the Colouring on. 
his Face hid his Vexation, and the Compliments 
of the Company gave him time to recover him- 
H felf. 
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felf. He muft receive thefe Congratulations, ahd 
without giving him Time to breathe, they drank 
to him feveral times in Bumpers the Mother's 
Health and the Child’s. He was fomething per- 
plex’d when the Ladies reproach’d him for con- 
cealing his Marriage. Bat Mr. Lake difentangled 
him by propofing new Healths. ‘The poor Count 
refus'd none, and foon the Wine and Opium 
began vifibly to work. This was the firft AG. 


Soon came the fecond, and the Symphony 
happening to ftrike up, turnifh’d us with an In- 
terlude, during which every one laugh’d with his 
Neighbour at the Manner of difcovering the 
Count’s Marriage in fpight of all his Care to 
hide it: And they who fpoke their real Senti- 
ments, were very fevere upon this tender Huf- 
band as well as we. However the Ladies call’d 
for the Fiddles: they took away, and clear’d the 
Hall. While they were thus placing Things in 
order, the Count felt a Diforder which obliged 
him to difappear. They waited for him fome 
time to begin the Ball: but no Count came. 
Every Body enquir’d for him, but no News of 
him: All the Servants and People of the Inn 
went in Search of him ; and at laft he was found 
faft a-fleep in a Place like that where they fay 
the famous Arius dy’d. This Difcovery gave Rife 
to Abundance of Mirth and Abundance of Wit— 
Several of the Gentlemen would have the Plea- 
fure compleat in feeing bim in that Pofture ; 
and they found fome Diverfion in his Grimaces 
when they wak’d him. That did not laft long, 
for he fell a-fleep again, and fo found that they 
were forced to carry him to Bed, where he flept 
“ll Morning. ‘The Company however did not 
fleep ; they were foon comforted for his Abfence, 
and it was voted that the Ball fhould continue 
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fince it was paid for. My Lady gave her Hand 
to the Marquefs, and the Dutchefs gave hers to a 
young Lord, and the two Couples opened the Ball 
with a Minuet of Four. There was fine Dancing, 
and the Marquefs did the Honours of the Ball 
compleatly ; and the Diverfion was greater be- 


- caufe now and then they paus’d to laugh heartily 


at the Adventure of this ridiculous King of the 
Ball. At laft about Eleven the Ladies retir’d. 


In returning from the Inn, I difcover’d fome 
Uneafineis to Mr. Lake about the Opium. He 
aflur’d me he knew the Quantity, and that I 
. might be eafy. However | engaged him to go 
into the Count’s Apartment We found him 
bury’d in a found Sleep, and had much ado to 
wake him ; the Fatigue of the Night before, and 
the Wine which he had drunk beyond Sobriety 
made me apprehend the Opium more effectual 
than we defir’d, and I fincerely repented of having 
contributed to this Trick. The Marquefs was 
as uneafy as my felf, and we begged Mr. Lake, 
who feemed to underftand Chymiftry, to ftop or 
moderate the Effect of the Opium. To fatisfy 
us he fent for fome Lemons and fqueezed out the 
Juice, and made the Sleeper {wallow fome Spoon- 
fulls, which immediately wak’d him, and he talk’d 
with us. Some time after he fell a-fleep again, 
and we left him to do fotoo, upon the pofitive 
Word of Mr. Lake that there was nothing at 
all to fear. 


As foon as I wasup, I inform’d myfelf of his 
Condition, and learn’d enough to cure my Appre- 
henfions. I went down to the Fountain, where 
I found our Gentlemen with her Grace and my. 
Lady ftill very bufy in laughing at laft Nights 
Follies. Tho’ this Farce had extreamly diverted 
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us, we chid Mr. Lake for carrying the Jeft a 
little too far : But fay what we wou’d, he infifted 
on it that it was Charity to do it, and that nothing 
Corrects fuch People like placing their Follies in 
Jo ftrong a Light that they muft fee ‘em them- 
felves. ‘The Canon back’d this Opinion, and we 
allow’d it juft where the Perfon is corrigible ; 
and faid, that poflibly thefe malicious Tricks 
might have reclaim’d our Count in his Youth — 
but at his Age it feem’d very likely that he wou’d 
perfevere “till he had {quander’d away his All, 
and that then no Change would be effeéted in 
him but the joining Wretchednef to his Folly. 
No Matter, fays Mr. Lake, I'll try him once 
more ; but whatever be the Effect of it, I fwear 
it fhall be the laft Time. If this don’t amend 
him “tis not my Fault; and at the worft he can 
but be as he is, and will have given us good 
Diverfion. In fhort, fayshe, I am refolv’d to 
make him King of the Bobelins. °Tis an old 
Ceremony which I have formerly feen here : 
Mr. the Canon, has feen fome Inftances of 
it too, and our Fop is the very Man we want. 
Til take care of every Thing, and defire nothing 
but not to be contradiéted. Her Grace and the 
Ladies gave their Votes for it, and the Bufinefs 
was left to Mr. Lake and the Canon, 


While we were trifling about this Affair, we 
faw the Sieur Salpeteur returning home with that 
little Phyfician who attack’d me the firft time I 
went to the Fountain. They both feem’d to us 
warm in Difpure. When they parted we had 
a Curiofity to enquire of Sieur Salpetenr what was 
the Subject of their Conteft, not doubting that 
it was the Diftemper of fome Patient the Method 
of whole Cure they difagreed in. We judg’d 
right, for one call’d himfelf Doétor, and the other 
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was but an Apothecary. By the Privilege of the 
Faculty Salpeteur was to be in the Wrong ; but 
unhappily for the Doétor, the Apothecary had 
forty Years Experience ; fo that he fometimes had 
Reafon on his Side — as he had this Time, ac- 
cording to what he toldus. A Lady of Namur 
came to the Waters for the Cure of fome Ob- 
~ ftructions very troublefome to her; and by the 
Advice of this Doctor (whofe Name I conceal) 
fhe fwallowed a Legion of his Pills to prepare 
her for the Waters. Notwithftanding thefe Pre- 
parations, the Waters wou’d not pafs. Her Phy- 
fician liked it ; So much the better, fays he, the 
Waters operate. She drank more next Day, ‘till 
fhe threw ‘em up again. What muft we do now: 
So much the better, fays the Doctor, Nature 
helps us. Drink, Madam, drink on, but go on 
with your Pills. The Waters obftinately refus'd 
to pafs, and the Lady flood a fair Chance of the 
Dropfy or of Burfting. The mercilefs Doctor 
threw her into Defpair with his eternal Pills and 
“his So much the better. At laft the Lady having 
fent for Salpetexr, he, tho’ but an Apothecary, 
by throwing away the Pills, and by a Remedy 
of his own fet all Matters right. This Pro- 
fanation of the Pills was the Subject of their 
Difpute. 

Comical as this Conte% was, it gave us an Oc- 
cafion of congratulating one another that we were 
under no Neceflity of applying to the Faculty. 
where Phyficians were fo fcarce and fo little 
knowing: And yet the moft expert Phyfician 
would be puzzled with fome Cafes there ; and it’s 
lamentable that Patients, after a long and painful 
Journey, find themfelves at the Mercy of the 
Phyfician of the Place; who relies entirely on his 
Pills, which are always dangerous, or at beft 
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but innocent. The fureft Method for thofe who 
come to Spa for a Cure, is, before they fet out, 
to take the Inftructions of a good Phyfician, how 
to behave in fuch and fuch a Cafe; and fo to 
proceed according to the Symptoms. The Rea- 
der will permit me to give him this Advice, and 
what I have feen upon the Place I think au- 
thorizes me to doit. There is as great a Want 
of Surgeons too, of which we hada Proof. An 
Advocate, very famous in the Low-Countries, be- 
ing with us at the Waters had a terrible Fall. 
This good Gentleman returning home one Nighr, 
after having fupp’d at the Golden Rofe, fell from 
the Parapet of the little Bridge which is near 
that Inn. He was carry’d to his Room, the Sur- 
geon of Spa was call’d, and pretended that the 
Advocate had broke a Bone in his right Arm, 
and diflocated his left Wrift, Accordingly he 
proceeded in his Cure, and put him to intolerable 
Pain. The Merit of this Advocate having pro- 
cured him every Body’s Compaflion, they ftrove 
to eafe and comfort him. Among the Drinkers 
there was a Surgeon-Major of the French Troops : 
This Man having talk’d with the Patient about 
the Pains he felt, begged Leave to look at his 
Arm. He took off the Bandages, and was {ur- 
priz'd to find that the whole Matter was a Tu- 
mour, occafion’d by the Strain of a Mufcle, and 
that there was neither Luxation nor a broken 
Bone. In fhort the Advocate was cur'd in a few 
Days by a few Fomentations. 


I own this laft Inconveniency not to be re- 
medy'd by thofe who come to the Spa, becanfe 
the Directions of the fineft Phyficians in the 
Univerfe can’t fecure ’em from the Ignorance of 
a Surgeon. But give me Leave to obferve by 
the W ay, that it’s Matter of Wonder the Govern- 
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ment of Liege, fo prudential in other Refpects; 
has hitherto difregarded this Affair. °Tis true, 
the Neighbourhood of that City aflords fome Ke- 
lief: But in prefling Cafes a Patient will have 
Leifure to fafter or die. It would be more fecure 
and more ready to have Recourfe to the famous 
= Mr. Chrouet, Phyfician at Avne in the Diftrict of 
 Dalem four Leagues from Spa, if his great Age 
did not prevent his taking fo great a Journey. 
He ufed to come there, and acquired as much 
Reputation by his Cures as by his vaft Know- 
ledge in the Nature and Qualities of the Waters. 
His Obfervations made upon the Spot, gave them 
a great Advantage over thofe which had been 
made before, as I obferv’d above. It may be 
faid, that after having purfued Nature through 
all her Mazes, he at laft has catch’d her. He has 
fpent much ‘Time and Pains in this Re-fearch, 
and is the firft who has difcover’d and prov’d that 
the Waters of Spa, and even thofe of Poubon, are 
not at all impregnated with Vitriol or volatile 
Mars, as was formerly fuppofed from their Tafte 
and Effeéts ; he has demonftrated that this vitrio- 
line Quality proceeds only from the Combination 
and Fermentation of Minerals—— which it is not 
my Bufinefs to explain. 


After having talk’d on thefe Subjects, the Sub. 
ftance of which I thought might be ferviceable to 
the Reader, we diverted ourfelves with feeing 
hundreds of Bottles fill'd for diftant Countries. 
There is a vaft Demand, and above a hundred 
thoufand Bottles are carry’d from Spa every Year, 
fometimes abundance more. ‘The Inhabitants 
thet trade this Way are extreamly cautious to fill 
‘em only in dry Weather, for the Waters are 
found abundantly weaker after fome Days of 
Rain. Indeed the Reafon is plain, for then the 
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Rain finking into the Earth through the Clefts 
of the Rocks, is blended with the Minerals and 
weakens ‘em. The Manner of filling ‘em has 
fomething curious, becaufe their Precautions make 
the Water keep. This Care is committed to Wo- 
men appointed by the Magiftrates of Spa _Firft 
they carefully rinfe the Bottles, and range them 
five by five on the Parapet which furrounds the 
Efplanade of the Poxbon Fountain. This Parapet 
which is of Free-Stone has a kind of Gutter cut 
in it purpofely to hold the Bottles; and is en- 
compafs’d with little Iron Rails which the Bottles 
reft againft. Then a Woman puts a Funnel into 
the Bortles one after another, and fhe is follow’d 
by another who pours in the Poubon Water : And 
tho’ they do this with furprizing Qnicknefs, Ufe 
has taught “em to put no more inte one Bottle 
than another. I perceiv’d that at fi:ft they did 
but half fill the Bottles, and that they did noe 
pour in the other Half till they had thus run 
through all of ‘em. I ask’d ‘em the Reafon of 
this: they told me they were forced to ufe this 
Precaution becaufe the Waters ferment vehe- 
mently when firft drawn: And for the fame Rea- 
fon they faid they durft not cork the Bottles im- 
mediately, for if they did it would infaliibly burft 
“em. We had a Mind to try it, and fora few 
Skillins had the Pleafure of breaking fome Bottles 
in a Moment. 


This Experiment was a fufficient Proof of the 
effential Difference between the Waters drunk at 
the Fountain, and thofe which have gone a Jour- 
ney. For befides the Lofs of Spirit which evapo- 
rates during this Fermentation before they are 
cork’d, the Mineral Subftances muft neceffarily 
be feparated by that Ferment which continues 
even aker Corking. Wherefore I would advife 
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thofe who have a Mind to drink thefe Waters 
at home, to choofe fome faithful Correfpondent 
at Spa, to take particular Care that the Bottles be 
fill‘'d in dry ferene Weather, aud to have ‘em 
cork’d as foon as poffible, allowing a Half-penny 
or Penny more in a Bottle to pay for fuch as may 
 burft; and to pay fomething extraordinary to 

the Woman that corks em and puts the Town- 
Seal to ‘em, that fhe may give a full Allowance 
of Wax and Leather to every Bottle. The laft 
Precaution is to’ place the Bottles, both in the 
Carriage and in the Cellar, the Mouth down- 
wards. In this Pofture the terreftrial Particles 
will defcend to the Cork ; and the Sulphur and 
mice’ fubtil Parts arifing to the Bottom of the 
Bortle will find no vent. 


Here I muft not omit mentioning, to the Ho- 
nour of the Magiftrates of Spa, that great Regard 
they pay to Strangers who come to drink the 
Waters on the Spot. For Example, no Body is 
permitted to fill any Bottles “all Ten in the 

Morning, and then all the Drinkers are generally 
rene home. In the Night-time too it is equally 
prohibited, that the Fountain may have Leifure 
to replenifh, for fear it fhould be empty when 
the Drinkers appear next Day ; fo that it’s care- 
fully lock’d up every Night. As foon as it’s Day, 
the Woman whofe Office it is takes care to 
fweep the Avenues, and to take off a Kind of 
fhining Cream which rifes on the Surface, and 
which a great many miftake for the Ruft of Iron. 
Thefe little Inftances of Care, which are very 
commendable, give Room to hope that the In- 
habitants will confult the Conveniency of Stran- 
gers in a more confiderable Point, that is, in 
building fome cover’d Gallery where the Com- 
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pany may walk and fhelter themflves from the 
Rain and Sun. 


While we buly’d ourfelves in thefe Obferya- 
tions the young Lord join’d us; and told us 
that the famous Baron of P » whofe Hiftory 
Mr. Zake had recited, was gone off the Night 
before without taking Leave of his Landlord or 
his Valet, which laft he had thus bilk’d of his 
Wages. Refides the Rent of his Room which 
he had not paid, he ow’d a confiderable Sum for 
Eating, and had a long Score for Wine. ‘This 
Adventurer, before he went off, had bought upon 
Credit Abundance of Knick-nacks in all the Shops 
at Spa, and had carry’d them off with him. 
Well Gentlemen, fays Mr Laké, did not I teil 
you that this Cavalier would make the beft of his 
Way, and give usa Caft of his Office ? Come, 
Gentlemen, confefs, confefs, that notwithftanding 
my Account of him he has laid you all under 
Contribution. . The Marquefs own’d, that to get 
rid of him he kad given him two Louis d'Ors ; 
and for my Part I was heartily afham’d that he 
had wheedled me out of fome Ducats Mr. Lake 
langh’d at our Compaffion, and rally’d us a good 
deal; but the Confeffions of the Company gave 
us fome Confolation. How, fays my Lord who 
Was not very generous, did Mr. Lake know this 
Adventurer? Yes, fays I, and defcribed him to 
us exactly too, and yet he coax’d us out of our 
Money. I’m forry for my poor Guineas, fays 
my Lord, for he had fix of mine at once, and I 
gave him two more in the Gathering which the 
Durchefs made for him ‘tother Day. Ah! my 
dear Lord, fays my Lady, take Comfort, he has 
fome of mine too; but I find it’s a good Bargain 
to get rid at any Rate of a Man that may make 
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you fuffer more. My Lord added, that this 
‘Adventurer had made his beft Market of two 
Dutch Fews who were come to Spa ; and I don’t 
wonder at it, fays he, for he knows how to paint 
his pretended Misfortunes fo artfully that he'd 
foften an Arab. I faw fome Letters which he 
~ wrote to the Dutchefs and to two young Noble- 
men of Amfterdam, in which he defcribes his 
Circumftances in the moft moving Manner ima- 
ginable, and interfperfes fo many Sentiments of 
Honour that I thought him a Man of Worth. 
Thofe young Hollanders however are the only 
Perfons that have not been his Bubbles. In fhort, 
-curforily fumming up what the Baron had pilfer’d, 
we found he muft have got above a hundred. 
Guineas, without reckoning the Debts he left un- 
paid, or what he won at play. 


We ask’d my Lord where he heard this News ? 
At the Fountain of Geronftere, fays he, from 
whence I am juft return’d ; and he affur’d us that 
that Fountain was a great deal more frequented 
than the Poubon, and that the Concourfe of 
Drinkers which he found there had taught him, 
that there was much more Company at the Spa 
than he hadimagin’d. What he told us of the S1- 
tuation, the Profpeéts and Pleafures of that Foun- 
tain, gave us a Defire to go thither. We pro- 
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pos’d it to the Duichefs and her Ladyfhip, who - 
agreed to it, and appointed next Morning. The 
Ladies ordered their Servants to hire Coaches, 
and we difpatch’d ours to get Horfes. The 
DutchefS invited us to make a Partie with her at 
Three a Clock. We went to drefs, and after 
having play’d there good Part of the Afternoon, 
we refolv’d to end the Day with a Walk at the 
Capuchins. 


We 
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We could not do it conveniently. They had 
that Day fome Sort of Feftival, a very folemn 
one probably, becaufe they were going to make a 
great Proceflion round the Garden, finging pite- 
oufly, and Abundance of People followed them. 
My Lady advis’d us to go on one Side, that we 
might not be expos’d to the indifcreer Zeal of 
fome Devotée : So we went into an Arbour where 
we faw without being feen. My Lady was much 
in the Right; for but a little before one of the 
greateft Ladies of the Englifm Court had like to 
have paid dear for indifcreetly expofing hetfelf. 
It was the Dutchefs of N= ~, and fhe herfelf 
told it to my Lady when they met at Bruxelles. 
This Lady going one Day to a Sermon of the 
Capuchins had the Curiofity to be prefent at the 
Sacrament which follow’d. She did not know 
that the Hoft was expos'd, and ftood up during 
the whole Ceremony, and even after the fatal 
Stroak of the Bell. 4 Liepeois, more infolent 
than religious, offended at the Pofture of the 
Dutchefs, gave her fuch a Blow on the Back with 
his Cane that fhe fell upon a Bench over-againft 
her and fwooncd away. The moft moderate 
among the Catholicks murmur'd at this Accident, 
and the Exeli# ran to Arms to demand Satis- 
faction. The Capuchin Fathers, who had no 
Share in this Diforder, came to make their Apo- 
logy, and hegged the Dutchefs to huth up the 
Affair, and fo it ended. We concluded the fureft 
Way was to run no Hazard, fo we efcaped from 
the Garden to return home, 


However, as it was early, we ftopped to prattle 
in the Street; and faunter’d along like idle Peo- 
ple’ gazing at the Coats of Arms. which graced 
the Fronts of the greateft Inns. This Diverfion 
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was pleafant enough, as it gave us Occafion to 
talk of thofe illuftrious Perfons whofe Arms we 
faw with the Date of their Journey to Spa. 
Among the Reft we faw the Arms of the famous 
Queen Margaret, firft Wife of Henry IV. of 
France, who came there in 1537, purely to pro- 
cure Pregnancy to prevent the Diffolution of 
their Marriage, as appears by her own Account 
of this little Journey. Her Arms are encom- 
pafs’d with thote of the Dutchefs of Aontpenfier, 
and the moft illuftrious Lords and Ladies which 
attended her. A little further we found the 
Arms of Henry III. of France and Poland, who 
came for Health in 1585 ; and thofe of 4- 
lexander Favnefe Duke of Parma, who came 
there in 1591. There was the Coat too of 
Charles 1. King of England, who came for fome 
Diverfion from the Difquiets of his Exile: The 
King of Denmark's Arms, thofe of the Great 
Duke of Zafcany, of the Prince and Princefs of 
Orange, and of Abundance of Noblemen of the 
moft diftinguifh’d Houfes in Europe. 


Our Eyes dazzled before we were tir’d of this 
Amufement, and we went to fit upon a Bench 
at Sieur le Loup’s Door, who lives at the Corner 
of the Peubon. But as we were too many, that 
civil Gentleman brought Chairs for the Dutchefs 
and the other Ladies. Our Heads were full of 
Heraldry, and we asked him if there were not 
fome more mncient in the Parifh Church. H° 
told us no, becaufe their Church was originally 
only a Chappel of Eafe, and was erected into a 
Parifh Church but in 1573. Beforeythen, fays 
he, we belonged to the Parifh of Sart a little 
League from hence ; and ‘tis fince that tin. that 
a little Magiftracy has been erected at Spe upon 
the Ruins of that at Sart. But as we thea form'd 
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but one and the fame Community, the Records 
of our Eftablithment were placed in the Regiftry 
of this Town where they perifhed by Fire. But 
at leaft, fays Mr. Lake, you certainly know when 
your Town was tounded. They fay Sir, fays 
Steur le Loup, that the Founder of this Town 
Was a Smith, who in 1327 bought of the Bifhop 
of Liege twelve Acres of Wood-land round the 
Pouhon Spring, which at that time was in the 
Midit of a little Meadow encompafs'd with Woods. 
This Man clear’d the Ground and built upon it. 
My Houfe, added he, was the firft ; and thofe 
which they have fince built, form this Market- 
place of Spa, which has encreas’d by little and 
little. Formerly the Drinkers lodged in thofe 
Ruins call’d the Old Spa; and as there was not 
Room enough,every Summer they provided Tents 
round the Sauveniere for thofe who were leaft 
infirm. This, fays he, is all that’s known of 
the Foundation of the Town. We thank’d this 
Man for the Civility with which he had anfwer’d 
our Queftions, and retir’d to our Lodgings agree- 
ing to rendezvous the next Day at Pouhon. 


The Idea of the Pleafure which my Lord had 
“promis d us at Geronffere rais’d us an Hour fooner 
than ufual that we might fet out together. We 
met at Pouhon at the fame Inftant, as if one 
Genius had awak’d us. The Dutchefs and the 
other Ladies were as punétual to the Appoint- 
ment, fo that by Half an Hour after Four we had 
taken our ufual Dofe of Poubon ; and the Coaches 
walted: The Dutchefs entered one with two 
Ladies, and my Lady another with her two 
Friends. My Lord, Mr. Lake, the Marquefs and I, 
accompany d them on Horfeback. By good Luck 
we had the fineft Weather in the World, and fo 
we ought to compenfate the Length and ie 
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of the Journey. And yet it’s hardly more than 
Half a League from Spa to Geronffere ; bur the 
Way is fo rough that it always takes up an Hour 
and a Quarter. The Country too itfeif is very 
difagreeable. As foon as Spa is left behind, there 
is no more Appearance of Habitation, fo that the 
Traveller feems tranfported into a mountainous 
Defert : Look which Way he will, every thing 
befpeaks Solitude : Foreft, Heath, and Rock, are 
all that’s vifible. The Roads are border’d and 
enclos’d in fome Places with Rock, or with Shi- 
vers of Rock of a prodigious Bignefs ; fo that 
Coaches can go but a Foot-pace be the Occafion 
never fo prefling, and the Coachman always 
walks to be ready to guide the Horfes where the 
Rocks would otherwife overfet the Coach. 


Thefe Conveniences are contriv’d purpofely for 
thofe rough and narrow Roads. They are a Sort 
of light Chaife cover’d with Leather or Ovyl-skin, 
with Curtains of the fame, without Glaffles or 
step. Thefe Machines are hung upon Shafts 
with two Wheels: They have a Lunette behind, 
to watch the Cloak-bags that are ty’d there — 
for it’s impofiible to place a Man there. It is no 
eafy Matter to be expeditious with thefe Car- 
riages, becaufe they won’t admit of two Horfes 
in Front, and when the Journey is long enough 
to require two Horfes they muft go one behind 
the other. Whatever Time thefe Animals take 
up they always go one Pace, and are fo well 
acquainted with their Path, that I have obferved 
in difficult Places they always put their Feet in 
the fame Holes and upon the fame Stones, fo 


that the Traveller is fure of the fame Jolts every | 


Journey. But flow as thefe Carriages are they 
are extreamly fure, and we feldom hear that they 
meet with any Cafualty. Neither are they very 
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dear ; the Coachmen take but three Skillins for a. 
‘Chaife to the Fountains, tho’ three or four People: 
be.in it. Perfons that can’t ride like ‘em well! 
enough ; but for my Part I deteft *em, and 
would much rather chufe to walk as the Czar: 


did oftenin 1717. Inthe mean Time we had but: 


little Benefit from our Horfes: Good Manners 
not permitting us to leave the Ladies we were. 
forced to follow their Chaifes Step by Step; we. 


could not even enjoy their Converfation, becaufe : 


in fome woody Places the Roads were fo con- 
fined that there was only Room for the Chaife. 


Follow ’em then we muft, wifhing the Road at: 
the Devil, and blaming the carelefs Inhabitants : 


of Spa who might be Îef negligent of a Road 


fo beneficialto “em. Mr. Lake, to comfort us, , 


faid it was much worfe formerly, ard that the 
firft time he came to Spa it was almoft unpaffa- 
ble. We are obliged to the Count of Lynden 
Afpremont for its Amendment. ‘That Nobleman, 
who was a Favourite of Prince Clemext of Ba- 


varia, and Governor of his Marquifate of Franchi- + 
mont (to which the Fountains are an Appendage) 


has been at infinite Pains and Expence to make 
every Road that leads to ’era convenient. “Tis 
: ta Looe FE = Be 2 

pitty, added he, that his Succeflors have not had 
an equal Zeal for the Publick Good. Perhaps, 


fays I, Policy occafions this Negligence of the . 
Roads, and they won’t improve *em that Strangers 


may be forced fill to make ufe of hired Horfes 
and Carriages. That may be, fays he, but then 
they miftake their Intereft ; for if their Roads 


were better abundance more Strangers would come | 


hither who now ftay at home terrified by the 
Account they hear. Befides, People of Fafhion 
would; bring their Equipages, which would be 
much more advantagious to the Town than the 
trifling Hire of their Vehicles. 

This 
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_ This little Converfation led us infenfibly to 
Geronftere. We difmounted, and gave our Horfes 
to a Boy whofe Office it is to tie ‘em to a Stake 
and watch ‘em; and then we help’d the Ladies 
to alight at a great Stone where all the Chaifes 
_ftopt: And we ran to the Fountain of Geronflere. 
We were there firft, as our Chaifes had fer out 
earlieft ; but we were not long alone. Ina Mo- 
ment we faw a T'rain of thirty Chaifes, fome that 
dropp’d in fingly, and about a hundred Horfe- 
men, without reckoning Priefts, Monks, and 
others who foot it thither. 


I call’d for Glaffes for the Ladies, and the 
Women attending on that Fountain gave us fome 
with a little Liegeois Compliment which I did 
not well underftand. I prefented a Glafs to my 
Lady, who at firft was extreamly difpufted at 
the Tafte of that Water, which differs a good 
deal from the Pouhon : Her Repugnance gave me 
a good Revenge for her malicious Treatment of 
me in the fame Cafe: I gave her no Quarter ; 
and by good Luck I had no Diftafte ro thefe | 
Waters, fo that I took occafion to teize my Lady 
cruelly every time fhe was to drink. 


After thefe firft Libations to the Nymph of 
Gevonftere, we bufy’d us in examining her Situa- 
tion, her Palace and Territories. This precious 
Water iffues froin the Cavity of a Rock pretty 
high in Comparkon of Spa. The Fountain is in 
a little Marble Niche cover’d by a Dome of 
Free-ftone fuftain’d by four Marble Pillars. This 
pretty little Fdifice is owing to the Liberality of 
_ the Count Conrade of Boursfdorff Privy Counfel- 
lor to the EleCtor of Brandentourg, This Noble. 

man 
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man coming there in 1651, and finding great: 
Relief, thought himfelf obiged to provide his: 
Benefaétrefs a better Lodging, and fo was at: 
the Charge of this little Building. He has even: 
left a publick Teftimony of his Gratitude in an) 
Anfcription in High Dutch under his Arms upon, 


a great Stone in a neighbouring Wall The. 


Marquefs, who underftood that Language, in-. 
terpreted the Infcription to us; and as there is: 
nothing of great Moment in it, I thought it 
fufficient to extract from it the Faét which [have 
juft related. In all Likelihood, fays my Lady,, 
‘if every Body made an Offring after Recovery, 


thefe Waters would be as famous for their Orna-. 


ments as their Virtue. For my Part, fays the: 
Dutchefs, I can’t forgive the Czar Peter for 
leaving the Spa without leaving fome Tokens 


more worthy fo great an Emperor. A Lewis XIV, , 
added fhe, as great an OEconomift as he was,, 


would have thought a Marble infufficient : He 
would certainly have rais’d a publick Edifice, 
and have made Strangers drink his Health two 
hundred Years after his Death. Oh! Madam, 
fays Mr. Lake, the Czar was more confiderate : 
Had he built wherever he went he had not been 
able to found his Petersbourg. Befides, as modeft 
as he appear’d, he had fuch an Idea of his own 
Greatnefs that he thought his Name and Arms 


a greater Favour than all the Buildings in the : 


World. ‘The good Folks of Spa had themfelves 
fo great an Opinion of ’em, that inftead of folli- 


citing his Liberality, they contented themfelves . 
with begging his Arms and a Certificate of his | 


Cure, of which I have an authentick Copy : 
And that Certificate was given by his Phyfician 
too. This is it. 


“ IT the 


en = aa lo nérme rite i pe 
RS TNT OS re 
vw Ff à 


ee en ane an ses étre eco aere ll 2 Ds LS 


Geronstere 


de 


O71 at72E 


' 


Se ae ee SS eer: SE SSS ea) 


SS 
{a Ne : EE — 


A 


PI’ 


° 


de Spa 


The 


oS GYeronstere rear Spa 


A 
, 


Curilatrt 


[ 165] 


« I the underwritten, Privy-Counfellor and 
prime Phyfician to his Majefty the Emperor of 


SE Rufia, do atteft that his Majefty having a , 
. € great Weaknefs af Appetite by the Relaxa- — 


“ tion of the Fibres of the Stomach, together 
. © with fwell’d Legs, Palenefs of Face, and from 
time to time bilious Cholicks, came to Spa to 
“ drink the mineral Waters there. I am Witnefs 
€ of the Relief which his Majefty found from 
‘6 ‘em, daily growing better: Having taken the 
“ Pains to go in Perfon to the Geronfiere Spring, 
‘ three Quarters of a League from the Town, 
“6 well knowing that their Virtue is abundantly 


4 greateft on the Spot: And laftiy, ‘tho’ his. 


‘ Majefty had drunk other Waters in different 
‘6 Places, he has found none better, nor any fo 
“ effectual in, his Diftemper as the Spa Waters. 
*€ Given at Spa 24 Fuly, 1717. fign'd R. Aveskin, 
¢ with his Seal in red Wax. Certified in like 
‘ Manner by G. Sthoreaux, Regifter of Spa, 
4 under-written.” 


This Certificate, fays Mr. Lake, has made his 
Memory eternal here; every one knows it b 
Heart, and every Father tranfmits it to his Child. 
ren. Thefe honeft Folks are great Fools then, 
fays the Dutchefs : For in fhort, to what Purpofe 
ferves the Marble which the Czar has put up ag 
Poubon. That Infcription and this Certificate 
tell us he was ill and recover’d : And what’s thag 
tous? I fee nothing in it but what's very come 
mon. Princes, like ether Mortals, are fubje& 
to a thoufand IIs, and I look on this Infcription 
as a more confpicuous Monument of human In. 
firmity, of which we have too many Proofs with. 
out that Marble. But it had bee: worth ous 
(Concern and bis Imperial Dignity, if, while ke 
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acquainted Pofterity with his Malady, he had 
enabled us to read in more lafting Characters, 
fuch as fome convenient Gallery, or other publick 
Building, that his Liberality and Magnificence 
had fhewn themfelves as amply in his Gratitude 
as upon other Occafions: What think you Gen- 
tlemen ? Every Body approv’d her Notion, and 
own'd that it had fhew’d more Grandure in fo 
rich and powerful a Monarch, had he left fome 
glorious Monument in a Province fo very diftant 
from his Dominions: At leaft, fays my Lady, 
he would have efcap’d the little Reproaches which 
his Memory has fuffer’d from us to Day. 


Only the young Lord diffented from this Opi- 
nion. He lov’d Money and’hated Expence, and 
that mean Paffion in one of his Age and Quality, _ 
made him often aét a ridiculous Part, as we fhall 
find. But without quitting the Czar, he under- 
took to prove that our Remarks were injurious to 
that Monarch, and in down-right Anger told the 
Ladies it was foolifh to condemn a Prince to 
Expences in a foreign Country. My dear little 
Lord, fays the Dutchefs, you are’in the Wrong 
to be fo angry. The Czar might have done this 
without cofting you any [thing. O' my Word, 
you are hardly an Englifiman. Befides, you are 
to know, that at Spa as at London, we fpeak 
freely of crown’d Heads, without Offence to 
any Body. 


The Marquefs obferving that the Converfation 
grew warm, and that my Lord, piqued at that 
indirect Reproach of Avarice, might forget a 
due Refpeét to the Ladies, diverted the Subjea, 
in propofing to go and drink a Glafs. In fhort, 
he made us trudge along the Plain, in the Midft 
of which is the Fountain. ‘Tis a listle Square of 

forty 


| [171 = 
forty Foot, which they have cut in the Rock fox 
the Conveniency of Drinkers: At the Bottom 
of this Place, and oppofite to the Fountain, they 
have rais’d a large UE LES in Form of a Hall, 
over which there is a Chamber capable of being 
made very convenient. Thefe two Apartments, 
… which ferve as a Shelter for the Drinkers when 
it Rains, have neither Doors nor Windows, nor 
any Light but from Sky-lights. At beft this 
Building looks like a Guard-Houfe. The upper 
Room juts out ten Foot before the Under, and 
this being fupported by four Gothick Pillars, forms 
a little Piazza like a Gallery before the Hall. 
This Hall ferves as a warming Place to thofe who 
are too much aficéted by the Coldnefs of the 
_ Waters. There is a Hearth as inconvenient as 
the reft, and they made a terrible Fire on it of 
whole Trees and green Boughs, which fmoak’d 
the whole Company. Yet Neceffity made it con- 
venient: There are Benches round, and there 
one may fee Dukes and Dutchefles, Burghers, 
Monks, Priefts, and even Princes, who laying 
_afide their Rank and Quality, talk with as much 
Familiarity as if they were all on a Level. We 
' too ventured into the Smoak to fee all the 
Drinkers. We mix’d ourfelves in the Crowd, 
_ and join’d Converfation with the firft Comers ¢ 
_ But the Smoak driving us away, we endeavoured 
to rally and take a little Breath upon the Terrace. 
_ We found the Dutchefs and my Lady deep in 
talk with a very amiable Abbefs, who had po- 
litely made Room for ‘em on the Bench. Our 
Ladies invited her to take a Walk with ‘em, 
and after having drunk another Glafs we went 
upon the Terrace, where we found Violins and 
other Inftruments, which come thither every 
Morning to enliven that Solitude, T'welve or 
Éfrcea Steps lead to the Top of this Terrace, and 
| 2 aa under 
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under thofe Steps runs a little Rivulet which makes 
an agreeable Murmur. This Terrace is charming : 
*Tis a Spot about an Acre and an Half, which 
they have clear’d, and which is naturally paved 
by the -Rock which they have uncover’d and 
made {mooth: It enclines a little, and by its 
Situation forms a fort of Amphitheatre. This 
Walk is edg’d round with large Trees, which 
furnifh a Shade fufficient to make the Walk con- 
venient. And in the moft fecret Parts of the 
‘Thickets are cut feveral little private Cells, 
where any Body may retire when Nature is im- 
portunate. They have cut down all the Trees at 
the lower Side of the Terrace, fo that there 
is a delightful Profpeét. The View is even and 
diftant, and between the Mountains are feen 
Steeples a prodigious Way of. We took fo much 
Pleafure in this Walk that we refolv’d to quit 
Poubon notwithffanding the Inconveniences of the 
Way to Geronftere. 


The Heat of the Sun which began to be per- 
ceivable obliged us to re-afflume the Way to 
Spa. For it’s requifite that the Waters fhould 
be drunk in the Cool, and equally requifite to ufe 
Hxercife that they may pafs: That Exercife too 
muft be moderate, to avoid Sweat which is ex- 
treamly prejudicial to the Drinkers: for then the 
Waters ftrive to pafs by Perfpiration, which 1s 
always infofficient to carry off the Quantity which 
People drink. I prefsd my Lady to drink a 
parting Glafs: but the Abbefs took her Part 
againft me, and advis’d her not to do it, becanfe 
jt often happens that the Gerorffere Water in- 
toxicates for a few Days at firft; and fhe affured 
us fhe had experienced it, and that fhe really 
found herfelf drunk a few Hours. I fubmitted 
to thefe Reafons, and after having conducted the 
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Ladies to their Coaches we remounted to wait 
on ’em to l'own. 


The Return from Geronfere is much pleafanter, 
tho’ we come back by the fame Way we went: 
The Profpeét is lefS favage, becaule the Road is all 
the Way declining, and the Eye diverts ifelf 
with the Vales and the neighbouring Hillocks. 
Befides, the Road fwarms with Coaches, with 
Horfemen, ‘and Folks on Foot, who return all 
about the fame time. he natural Effect. of the 
Waters, the Percolation of which is baften’d by 
the Exercife of the Journey or the Jolting ot 
the Coaches, caufes no little Perplexity, particu- 
larly among the Ladies. None will a-light ri, 
but each pays bis Compliment of Precedence tothe 
reft, ‘till at length the moft prefling Neceflity de- 
cides it. But as foon as one Coach halts, all form 
themfelves into Parties, and fcreen themfeives un- 
der Bufhes or great Stones. At length up we get 
again, and the Company ufually halts three or four 
Times by the Way Nemine contradicente : And 
as every B 
ways bappens fomelittle Accident to promote Mirth: 
Ï can’t tell whether the Situation of Geronftere con- 
tribytes to it, bur thefe Waters feem to me to en- 
_ liven more than thofe of Poubon. They gave us all 
Spirits, and inftead of Dreffing at our Return to 
Spa, the Ladies would take a Turn in the Ca- 
peuchins Garden. ‘The Abbefs who went to Mafs 
there came to us foon after ; for the Priefts and 
Capuchins of Spa are enjoin’d Brevity in their 
Devotions that the Drinkers may not be fatigu’d. 
This Abbefs took fo much with my Lady, thar 
fhe invited her to come and fee her, and to pafs 
the Afternoon with her, with the Dutchefs and 
the Reftof the Company. For at Spa very little 

Fa Pre- 
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Preliminary is requifite to the Eftablifhment of a 


ftri€t Acquaintance. ~ 


It ftruck Eleven and we left the Garden to go 
to Dinner. As we were at the Capuchins Gate 
we faw the Count of Z ’s Servant coming in 
great hafte. The Meflage was to the Abbefs : 
His Mafter had fent him to ask if fhe had not 
found an Agate Snuff-Box which he had loft in 
the Church. The Abbefs anfwer’d, No: And in 
like Manner the Man ask’d all who had been at 
Mafs at the fame Time with his Mafter, and 
made the Capuchins fearch every Corner of their 
Church. However, fays the Abbefs, I with this 
Sauff box was found: For I fancy from the Oddity 
of his particular Addrefs to me, that he fufpeéts 
T have pilfer’dit. She guefs’d right. The Count 
himfelf appear’d, and begged her ferioufly to 
give him his Box — becaule, fays he, it was a 

avour from the Princefs of » and I can’t 
handfomely part with it; and to prevail, he 
begged her to accept another golden Snuff-box 
in lieu of it. The Abbefs aftonifh’d at his Com- 
pliment, call’d him faucy Fellow, and bid him 
enquire elfewhere. We did not know what to 
think of this Affair, for this Lady’s Referve and 
her whole Conduct declar’d her incapable of fuch 
an Intreague. The Marquefs faid to the Count 
with fome Emotion, Corfider Sir, what you fay 
here, I am anfwerable for your Snuff-box if its in 
the Hands of Madam the Abbefs, but you muft make 
me Aimends if its found elfewkere ‘The Abbefs 
fearing a Difturbance, and knowing that a Lady’s 
Reputation is always fully’d by paffing through 
the Hands of Men, thank’d the Marquefs for 
the Intereft he took in the Infult offer’d her : 
She begged he’d leave her to decide the Quarrel ; 

and 
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and faid very agreeably, that a Man that paints 
frightens no Woman he attacks, and that fhe 
thought herfelf a Match for him. Let us fee 
then, Monfieur le Comte, fays fhe fcornfully, if 
this is your Snufi-Box. ‘The Count advancing to 
fee, and feizing the Abbefs’s Hand, cry’d out, 
Ah! Madam, I’d rather you’d accept it: But 


. the Abbefs giving him a Box o’the Ear, faid, 


There’s a Box for you ; and repeating it before 
he could recolle& himfelf, and this, fays fhe, I 
give you for daring to name the Princefs. ‘The 
poor Count quite unhing’d, made a low Bow, and 
faid he did not expect that Favour, and retir’d 
into a Corner of the Street to recompofe his 
Curls. However, as we fear’d he might infule 
the Lady we convey’d her home. | 


We were no fooner at Table but in comes our 
Fop, and a Moment after his Man brought him 
his Snuff-box, telling him he found it upon his 
Toilet. He confefs’d he might leave it there. But 
the Marquefs teld him, if he did not beg the 
Abbefs’s Pardon that Day he muft expeét Com- 
pulfion. O, Fil not fail to be fure, fays the 
prudent Spark : But upon my Life I thought that 
Lady, who fat next me at Church had play’d a 
Trick with me. The Affair was to reft here, 
provided he made the Abbefs what Satisfaction 
fhe requir’d ; and Mr. Lake, whofe whole Bufi- 
nefs was Diverfion, appeas’d the Quarrel, in hopes 
of promoting his Defign by ir, 


This Adventure having abridged Dinner, we 
went to the Coffee-houfe to play a Game at 
Billiards and wait the Hour of waiting on my 
Lady. Accidentally we found there one of thofe 
German Hawkers who frequent Fairs to fell Toys 
and Knick-knacks. The German opened his Box 
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to us, and bepged us only to look, in hopes of 
tempting us. His Stock confifted chiefly of Snuff 
Boxes of all Sizes, and of a certain Stone cali’d 
Flint of Mayence— which thefe Vagrants fell for 
Agate. We look’d at Abundance, and ask’d him 
the Price. They were cheap enough, for he 
ask’d but a Guinea for the very beft, and {wore 
he had fold the Fellow to it thar very Morning 
to the Count of Z for three Ducats. Here 
the Myftery of the Favour from the Princefs 
of was Clear’d up, and this laft Air, after 
what had pafs’d, made us conclude our Fop 
incorrigible. 


We took Care to make him repeat the Count’s 
Name and defcribe him, to avoid Equivocation ; 
and after a perfeét Affurance that it could be 
no other but our Spark, we ran to communicate 
our Difcovery to the Abbefs. She laugh’d heartily 
at it, and defir’d us to go with her to my Lady, 
where the Dutchefs was already, and we diverted 
"em with the Story. In the mean time Mr. Lake, 
who ftaid at the Inn, had difpos’d the Count to 
accept the Title and Honours of King of the 
Bobelins ; for he told him, every Body gave Way 
to him in Gratitude for the Pleafures he had 
procur’d the Ladies. The ftupid Count fwallow’d 
the Bait, and efteeming this ridiculous Title as a 
Mark of Diftinétion begged his Intereft in ob- 
taining it. Mr, Lake promis’d it, on Condition 
he would be very fecret in the Affair, for fear of 
a Competitor and any Cabals which might be 
form’d againft him by the Abbef in Revenge. 
Immediately Mr, Lake came to inform our Ladies 
of his Progrefs ; and inftruéted the Abbefs in 
the Part fhe fhould play when the Count came to 
beg Pardon ; and immediately he drew up the 
nftrument of Election, in which we all had a 

Share. 
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Share. It was fo Burleïque that I think myfelf 
obliged to give it the Reader. 


« We the Bobelins, fick and and well,afñfembled 
© at Spa for the Cure of our refpeétive Diftem- 
© pers prefent and to come, and efpecially for 
«© the Evacuation of Melancholy and Vapours to 
6 all who fhail fee, read, or hear thefe Prefents, 


«© particularly to all Hypocondriacks our Bre- 


“ thren Friends and Allies actually refiding 
& here with the fame View; Health, Honour, 
“ Joy, Appetite, and a free Paflage to their 
& Waters. We make known, that agreeably to 
“¢ the laudable and ancient Cuftoms of our An- 
‘6 ceftors, left the eftablifh’d Difcipline among the 
‘6 Drinkers fuffer any Change, in Default of a 
€ Chief capable of guarding the Privileges grant 
& to them time immemorial : And as the higheft 
and moft noble of thofe Privileges is a Right 
© of elcéting a King, whofe Election is ufually 
made in our Capital of Spa according to the 
€ Laws and Conftitutions of the Bobelins: We 
‘6 have ferioufly refolv’d (as ferioufly as we can 
“ refolve) to fill the Throne vacant by the Abdis 
& cation of my Lord Colifichet, our late King o 
‘© Joyous Memory. Having to that Purpofe fearched 
‘ ‘thro’ the whole Extent of our Empire, a Subicét 
«© worthy of being rais’d to that Dignity, we have 
« caft our Eyes upon the noble and moft illuftri- 
& Peer my Lord N. N. who calls himfelf Count 
6e of L——, Ec. &c. Defigning by rhis Choice 
4 to addanew Luftre to all his eminent Qualities, 
« and to make his exalted Merits, as well natural 
«“ as acquir’d, confpicuous tothe Univerie. Cons 
« fidering likewife the high Alliances of the faid 
4 noble Count with all the Nobility and Princes 
« of the World, — even with Prefer Fobn, the 
& Great Mogul, and the Cham of Yartary, whofe 
A a5 6 Friend= 
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Friendfhip muft be very precious to this Re- 
publick. We the Bobelins above-mention’d, re- 
prefenting the whole Body, by Virtue of rhofe 
full Powers lodged in us, do declare to all 
whom it may concern, that we have chofen, 
elected, created and conftituted, and by thefe 
Prefents do chofe, elect, create, and conftitute 
the moft Noble, moft illuftrious, and moft 
excellent Count of Z——, King of the Bobe- 
lins, and of the Fountains of Spa, with all the 
Honours, Rights, Privileges, Prerogatives and 
Immunities belonging to that high Dignity, 
We will and ordain that he be acknowledged 
as fuch throughout the whole Bobeline Jurif- 
diction, and by all our Officers and Agentse 
We enjoin all Bobelins of every Age, Quality, 
Sex, Order and Condition, to behave to him 
accordingly ; exprefsly prohibiting them to 
drink firft, or to difcover Melancholy or Va- 
pours in his Prefence, under the Penalty of 
arbitrary Correction, befides a double Dofe of 
Water which they fhall be obliged to drink, 
according to the Exigence of the Cafe. 


« Defirous alfo of enabling the fame our Lord 
the King to yea the Dignity of his Cha- 
racter, we do afiign him all the Revenues and 
Domains of his Royal Predeceflors ; and asa 
Mark of our fingular Efteem for his Perfon, 
we add thereto all the ferruginous nitrous AL 
lum and vitriolick Exhalations of the feveral 
Fountains of Pouhon, Savveniere, Groesbeck , 
Waitroz, Tonnilet and Barifart, to fupply the 
Expences of his Toilet, as Paint, Patches, 
Ribands, &¥c. ftem, The fulphureous Vapours 
of Geronftere for the Supply of his Privy-Purfe, 
particularly for the Purchafe of a great many 
"Fweezers and Snuff-Boxes. And laftly, We 


& affign 
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& affign him all the Pieces of broken. Bottles and 
« Glaffes, to ferve as a Fund for the Balls which 
& he will continue to give the Robeline Ladies, 
<¢ during the Courfe of his merry Keign. “More- 
€ over, we order the Sieur Salpeteur, our Chan- 
& cellour, to deliver up to him inftantly fuch Ti- 
& tles and Charters whofe Guardianfhip to de- 
4 yolye to him, and to exhibit the ancient Rules, 
‘€ that the Obfervation of ’°em be {worn to, and 
“to procure the immediate Inftallation of our 
“ faid Sovereign. Finally, be thefe Prefents ex~ 
6e ecuted through the whole Extent of the Robe- 
“ Jive Territories, for fach is our Will. Given» 
«¢ in our Capital of Spa, near the venerable Foun- 
“© tain of Poubon, the firft Day and Year of our 
‘6 new King. ” PS a 


When this ridiculous Decree was finifh’d, the 
Reading of which gave us a Comedy, Mr. Lake went 
to propofe it to the moft diftinguifh’d Perfons at 
the Waters, and let fome pleafant Liegeois into the 
Defign, who undertook to contribute their utmoft 
towards making this Ceremony as burleique as 
poffible ; and it was fix’d for the Afternoon of the 
next Day. From thence Mr. Lake went again 
to the future King, and having inftruéted him to 
act, kd him to my Lady’s, to beg Pardon of the 
Abbefs. . That Lady, Be fome little Reproaches, 
promis’d to forget his Incivility, and affur’d him, 
he fhou’d foon fee, that fhe was more his Friend 
than any Body. My Lady then open’d to him 
the Intentions of the Company, and fhew’d him 
the Inftrument of his Eleétion, which fhe flatter’d | 
herfelf wou’d be folemnly fign’d next Day at the 
Fountains. ‘The ftapid Count underfiood all thefe 

Compliments literally, and faid, he wou’d receive 
his Crown from the Hand of the Dutchef. They 
 advis’d him, in the in Lie to be very fecret 
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in the Affair, and not to appear till Notice given, 
_becaufe they wou’d ftrive to make his Election 
fudden, and to grace it with Acclamation; and 
in this he found fomething very glorious. Thefe 
Precautions feem’d the more neceflary, for fear 
fomebody fhou’d give him an Infight into the 
Folly of this Affair: He promis’d all we defir’d, 
and retir’d brimful of Joy. I muft confefs I pi- 
ty’d him, and thought the Jeft grew too ferious. 
The Marguefs, piqued as he was, approvd my 
Sentiments ; but we cou’d avail nothing, and fo 
let ourfelves be carry’d down the Torrent. 


The Afternoon pafs’d in Pleafantries upon this 
Scene which we left entirely to Mr. Lake's Con- 
duét, and he join’d the Jtalian with him to adjuft 
the Execution. There was no want of Mufick : 
Englifo and Italians can have no Pleafure without 
it. They engaged over Night in the Count’s 
Name, and by his Order, all the Inftruments of 
Sa, Hautbois, hunting Horns, Fiddles, Bafs- 
Viols, Lutes, Harps, Flutes, Bagpipes—even to 
the humbleft Reed. For us, we went to walk in 
the Town, and refted ourfelves at Salpeteur’s, and 
the Dutchefs ask’d him for a Glafs of Mineral. 
This good Man humouroufly told us, we muft 
quit his Door fince we had deferted Poubon. Yet 
you fee, fays he, how true the old Proverb is, 
Never fay, Fountain I abjure thy Waters: For he 
was very rich in old Proverbs, with which he 
larded all his Stories. A Scotch Man too, a great 
Votary of Poubon, who was then in the Shop, re- 
proach’d us fadly with our Inconftancy. His Rea- 
fons were juft; but as we had none of his Illnefs, 
they could not perfwade us to renounce Geronffere. 
*Tis true, the Recovery of that young Man Is as © 
miraculous as any Cure ever perform'd there. 
The Story which he told us of it is re 
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At the Age of Eighteen, fays he, I was at- 
tack’d with the Stone-Cholick with fuch exqui- 
fite Torment that I thought I muft fink under ic. 
As I was then at the Univerfity of Oxford, I ap- 
ply’d to the beft Phyficians, and found Relief for 
fome Time. After fome Months the Cholick 

return’d, and the Fits of it were as regular as a 


_. Quartan Ague. Thefe frequent Pains made my 


Life fo infupportable, that I had a hundred Times 
a Mind to hang myfelf. Religion, Reafon, and 
the Inflances of my Friends, perfwaded me to 
throw myfelf again into the Phyficians Hands. J 
went round with ’em, and I, believe, in a Year’s 
Time, thofe Gentlemen made me {wallow every 
Drug they deal in. Thefe Medicines, which 
certainly made the greateft Part of my Diftemper, 
wafted me fo much, that even, when I was freed 
from thofe Returns I cou’d not ftand. One of 
*em prefcrib’d the Bath Waters. 1 went and 
drank ‘em. to no Purpofe; yet there is fome Ap- 
pearance that they fix’d my, Diftemper. The 
Cholick went off; but an infupportable Pain in 
the Reins fucceeded it. A continual Wearinefs 
opprefs’d my Nerves: I cou’d not fleep, I had an 
univerfal Difguft to Eatables, and fometimes felt 
fevere Pangs in my Bowels. All thefe Symptoms 
made me fufpect an hereditary Difeafe—for I had 
had no Opportunity of deferving it myfelf, and 
they fentenced me to take the celebrated Pills of the 
famous Dr. Mifaubin which everybody took. 
They coft a Guinea; I fent for fome and took 
em with a good deal of Repugnance. Whether 
through want of Faith or a Miftake of Medi- 
cine, their Effect was quite contrary. However, 
Thanks to my Conftitution, the Qyid pro quo did 
not kill me. I abjur’d the Pills, and compos’d 
myfelf to wait for Death. Accidentally a F em 
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of mine brought a French Phyfician to me, who 
pretended to cure me. Once more I liften‘d : He 
examin’d my Urine, and fancy’d he cou’d difcern 
there, that my Anguifh proceeded from an Ab- 
cefs in the Reins, which was ftill curable, if I 
wou'd go to Spa. Such a Journey being impofli- 
ble, in my weak Condition, eipecially in that ge- 
neral Contraétion of my Nerves, which had re- 
duced me tothe Shape of the late Scarron, I look’d 
upon his Counfel as meer Quackery. However, 
in Complaifance to my Friend, I drank fome Bot- 
tles of Sp2 Water, fuch as we have it at Lendon, 
and I perceiv’d fome Amendment. In lefs than 
fix Weeks, my Sleep, my Appetite, and a little - 
Strength of Nerves return’d to me. This good 
Effect encouraging me to continue, after four 
Years IInefs, I found myfelf well enough to ven- 
ture the Journey. In fhorr, here I came. I 
try’d all the Springs. That of Geronffere almoft 
kill’d me, that of Sauveniere did me lefs harm, 
and Experience taught me to ftick by Pouhon. 
There then I fix’d. I hired Lodgings here, and 
agreed for my Board; refolv’d on Death or a 
Cure. I had not drunk thefe Waters above three 
Months, before I difcern’à that the French Phyfi- 
cian only had hit my Cafe. ‘The Abfcefs in the 
Reins fhew’d itfelf and difcharged itfelf by Way 
of Urine. This fuppurated Matter continued its 
Courfe above a Year, during which I fell away 
to a Shadow. ‘That did not difcourage me: I 
went regularly to the Fountain every Day Win- 
ter and Summer, and in the coldeft Weather 
drank my ufual Dofe. I paid a Woman for ma- 
king a Path in the Snow to the Fountain, and for 
lighting me a Fire in the Hall in very cold Wea- 
ther. But Sir, fays the Abbets, don’t thefe 
Springs freeze in Winter? I have pafs’d four 
Winters here, Ladies, fays he, and they have 
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not froze. They have even affur’d me, that in 
the terrible Winter of 1709, they did not freeze ; 
but on the contrary, fmoak’d as if they had boil’d ; 
and that not only the Poshon Spring, but thofe ex- 
pos’d to the open Air too are unalter’d by the Cold. 
Be: that as it will, Ladies, laft Year I began to 
walk more at Eafe, my Body, till then, bow'd 
down, reform’d itfelf by little and little, tiil now 


- I find myfelf able to dance a Ball. However, I 


think I ome not to haften my Return, but ra- 
ther to confirm my Re-eftablifhment by a Courfe 
of ‘Time equal to that of my Ilnefs. ‘This Year, 
the fourth of my Refidence at Spa, I lay out in 
the Recovery of my Strength ard Plumpnefs; 
and you fee, Ladies, I fucceed pretty well. I e- 
ven propofe, continn’d he, to fet out for fal 
next September. : 


Salpeteur, who was prefent at this Recital, con- 
firm'd it in every Point, and added, that during 
thefe four Years, the young Gentleman had taken 
no Medicine but a little Syrup of Peaches; and 
that when he had occafion to purge, he went to 
.take the Waters of Chaud-Fontaines, and bath’d, 
and that only for a few Days twice a Year. I 
wifh you Joy, Sir, faid the Dutchefs, of your 
Cure,and your Conftancy ; and I dare fay, your An- 
guifh muft have been exquifite, to bring you to a 
Refolution of burying yourfelf here four Years. 


But Sir, fays my Lady, I fancy this muft be 
the moft hideous Place in the World in Winter ; 
thefe Rocks, thefe Fountains and Brooks, mnft 
look very melancholy, when there’s no Company 
or Diverfion. °*Tis true, Ladies, reply’d the Scot, 
this Place is very melancholy in Winter; but it’s 
more fo to live in Pain any where. The Care of 
my Health, Study, Reading, and fome little Ex- 
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ercifes, fill'd up my Time. I go to the Capuchins 
when I pleafe, and they return the Vifit; and 1 
have now and then found among ‘em Men of 
Merit, whofe Converfation has agreeably diverted 
me. Exclufive of that, 1 agree, that this Place is 
fcarce habitable but in the belle Seafon. 


And fo, Ladies, fays the Abbefs, you are 
amaz’d that this Gentleman has been able to ftay 
here four Years, with Liberty to go backwards 
and forwards, to drink, eat, fleep, and talk 
when he pleas’d : This feems wonderful to you. 
What wou’d you fay of thofe Thoufands of Girls 
and Women fhut up in Convents-no better fitu- 
ated than Spa, where they are eternally confin’d 
and curb’d, and often Sick; and which is worfe, 
condemn’d to Silence, and never to go-out? I 
wou’d fay Madam, anfwer’d my Lady, that fince 
they have chofen that Situation, to befure they 
have a Relifh of that Kind of Life. Ah! Ma- 
dam, reply’d the Abbef, how few retain that 
Gout! She accompany’d thefe Words with a Sigh, 
which made us fancy that herfelf was one of that 
Number; tho’ the Sequel proved the Contrary. 
But our Servants calling us to Supper, we had no 
Time to beg an Explanation of that Sigh. 


I was forced to retire very early to write fome 
Letters, and indeed I had no Inclination to dis 
ftinguifh myfelf in Mr. Lakes Holiday. I went 
to bed very late, and when I went to the Poubon 
next Day, our Company was all gone. However, 
I mounted, and arriv’d at Geronftere half an Hour 
after my Lady. She rallÿ’d me a good deal on 
my Lazinefs, and oblig’d me to drink immediate- 
ly as many Glaffes as fhe had drunk. A Phyfician 
from about Liege, who was accidentally there, ad- 
visd me however to proceed leizurely, bia 
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fame Reafons the Abbefs had given us, and whichr 
he explain’d very clearly. As he feem'd to us 
very expert in the Practice of thefe Waters, and 
entirely in Mr. Chrovet’s Syftem, we bege’d him 
. to inftruét us in the Regimen to be obferv'd. He 
did it very politely, and gave us fome very pru- 
dent Rules, the Communication of which may be 
'. ferviceable to the Reader. 


I have obferw’d, fays he, that it’s beft before | 
Drinking, to walk a Quarter of an Hour, with= . 
out Fatigue, to prepare the Body by that light — 
Exercife for the Evacuation of the Waters. 


You muft begin by a Glafs of about ten Ounces, 
and take after ic a Pinch of Anis, Fennel or Ca- 
raway Seeds, or fome preferv’d Orange Peel, or 
Indian Gingerbread, to correct the Crudity of the 
Water. You muft drink your Quantity in about 
an Hour and a half, walking a little after every 
Glafs, and taking Anis, &c. asabove. You muft 
continue walking after your Dofe, but carefully 
avoid Sweating. 


The Quantity is not uniform, and it is perfect 
Murther to affign every Drinker the fame Dofe, 
which ought to be prndently regulated according 
to the Strength of the Stomach. À fmaller 
Quantity fhou'd at firft be us’d, and then in- 
creas’d, according to its Effects, to the Quantity 
prefcrib’d : And it’s equally difcreet to quit ‘em 
gradually. The common Dofe is fixteen Glaffes, 
that is, two Bottles; but as that is too much for 
fome Conftitutions, and as fome can bear three or 
four Bottles, the Dofe ought to be adapted to the 
Complexion. 
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Neither can the Duration of this Regimen be 
afcertain’d. ‘Three Weeks are fufficient in com- 
mon Diftempers. But in Chronical and invete- 
rate Difeafes, as the Gravel, the Vapours, or the 
Scurvy, a much longer Continuance is requifite. 


But pray Sir, fays my Lady, tell me, muft they 
who drink by way of Pleafüre, or Prevention, 
confine themfelves to the Diet prefcrib’d thofe 
who drink for Health? Yes, Madam, fays the 
Doctor; and the fureft Method is not to eat till 
the Waters have pafs’d. The propereft Meats 
are Beef, Mutton, and roaft Fowl. Veal is lefs 
fuitable. Abftinence from Spice and high Sauces, 
and Moderation in wild Fowl are requifite. A- 
mong Fifhes, Trout, Pike, Perch and Crawfith, 
are leaft injurious to the Drinkers. A Soop well 
ftew’d, makes a very wholfome Dinner; but a 
very little is fufficient for Supper: A few Biskets 
or preferv’d Fruits. But take Care of Milk, Sal- 
lads, and raw Fruits—and be moderate in Pulfe : 
Malt Liquor is bad. The Wines of the Rhine 
and Mofelle are the wholfomeft, becaufe they faci- 
litate the Paflage of the Waters. This, Madam, 
is the Regimen, in my Opinion, to be obferv’d as 
neceffary to cure all Fears, and all Self-Reproach 
in the Ufe of the Waters. Experience has dif. 
cover'd the ill Confequences of ufing all Viétuals 
indifferently, wherefore thofe which I have the 
Honour to recommend to you, are almoft the con- 
ftant Diet of all the Tables at Spa. Tho’ ’tis the 
Fruit Seafon, yet to avoid the ‘Temptation of ir, 
you rarely fee it. Whoever ventures particularly 
on Peaches, or Cherries, feldom efcapes'the Pu- 
nifhment of fome Cholick. Oh! Sir, fays we, 
you are too rigid: And does this Severity extend 
to all the Waters? Yes Ladies, fays the Doctor, 

and 
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and the Choice of your Fountain is not fo indiffe- 
rent a Matter as is thought: Very ill Confequences 
may happen from the Ufe of one in Lieu of ano- 
ther. For Example, Geronflere, fo efficacious in 
curing Barrennefs in one Sex, and Want of Abi- 
lity in the other, is extreamly detrimental to thofe 
who are fübject to the Gravel, to Heat of Urine, 
or the Hemorrhoides. As it’s a fovereign Reme- 
dy for female Diftempers in young Women, fo it’s 
certain Death to Women forward with Child. 
Tis very dangerous too, to People fübject to vio- 
lent Vapours, Vertigo’s, and other Diftempers of 
the Brain. It frequently throws’em into a fright- 
ful Condition, fo that they are forced to have im- 
mediate Recourfe to bathing and bleeding. Eve- 
ry body knows what happen’d two Years ago to 
the young Lord Dou , fent hither for Cure 
of the Vapours, which he was fubjeét to periodi- 
cally. They fent him unadvifedly to Geronftere : 
He had not taken the Waters eight Days, before 
he fell into a real Phrenfy. They were forced to 
confine him, to bleed him in the Foot, and to 
weaken him by all imaginable Ways. Nobody 
durft approach him: Only Dr. Coqueler, Phyfi- 
cian here, knew how to retain an Authority over 
him, ,fafficient to his Cure, which he glorioufly 
atchiev’d, by a Courfe of Poubon. He left Spa 
perfeétly compos’d, and has continu’d fo ever 
fince. In fhort, Ladies, of all our Springs, this 
demands the greateft Caution ; becaufe its Effects 
are moft violent, as being impregnated with a very 
volatile and fpirituous Sulphur, as is perceivable 
by the Tafte. But in Return, where it’s well ap- 
ply’d, it’s wonderfully effectual; and a Bottle of 
this Water, drunk at the Fountain, is truly a 
Phyfical Potion, compos’d of the Effence of feve- 
ral Minerals, fo nicely blended, that Nature has. 
fhew herfelf infinitely fuperiour to Art. 


But 
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But Sir, fays the Dutchefs, did this Spring real 
ly lofe its Virtues at the Earthauake? Yes Ma- 
dam, fays the Doétor, and all the World agrees, 
that the Sulphur was more apparent both in T'afte 
and Smell before than it has been fince. This 
Water fcarce recoils upon the Stomach now, 
Whereas then it occafion’d frequent Vomitings. 
But as this Accident has ftripp’d it of its grofier 
Sulphur, the volatile and more fpiritualiz’d is 
left: So that whatever our Liege Phyficians may 
fay in their publick Certificates, it can’t be tran{- 
ported: The Jeaft Heat, a Storm, or a Clap of 
Thunder, raife it to fuch a Ferment, that half 
the Bortles will burft on the Road, and the other 
half efcape only becaufe they are ill cork’d. For 
my Part, I never prefcribe the Geronftere Waters 
but on the Spor. 


Mr. Lake, who had all his Spa by Heart, ask’d 
the Doctor what that Hollow was, about 40 Yards 
off, and call’d the old Geronftere. There, fays. 
be, was formerly a Fountain very much in Vogue. 
As it had the fame Qualities with this, probably 
they fprung from the fame Source. It’s even 
likely, that as it was the moft ancient, ir enjoy’d, 
a long Time, the Rights of Seniority. It often 
happen’d, this Fountain was too penurious to fa- 
tisfy the great Number of its Votaries, fo they 
refolv’d to enlarge its Bafon, and in cutting it, 
they fhook the Rock, underneath which it has 
found a Paffage, and never more vifited its Refer- 
voir. The Marquefs, defired the Ladies to go 
and look at it. Mr. Lake led the Way, and we 
{till faw the Remains of the Niche, and the Wall 
which encompafs’d it ; but the Bafon had nothing 
in it but but a little Water, which was red, mud- 
dy, and of no Uf. Poor Fountain, fays the oe 
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 bef! She fella Sacrifice to her younger Sifter ! 


I did not think of finding here fo lively an Em- 
blem of my own Cafe The Dutchefs was 
going to beg an Explication of this Riddle, but 
fome Tears which fhe dropp’d fufpended our 
Curiofity. Befides Mr. Lake, full of his intended 
Farce, prefsd the Company to return. The 


2 Doctor had our Thanks for his Civility, and back 


we went to Spa. 

At Dinner-time the Count, by the ftalian’s Ad- 
vice, fent his Servant round the Town to ren- 
dezvous all the Drinkers ar Three a Clock ar 
the Poubon Fountain, where he defign’d them a 


Feaft. This News foon ran from Houfe to Houfe, 


and through every Corner of Spa. Every Body 


came, impatient to fee how he would extricate 


himfelf out of this new Folly; for fuch every 


one fuppos’d it: And his Impertinences had fo 
much diftinguifh’d him, that fomething ridiculous 
was always expected from him. ‘The Hunting- 
Horns placed in a neighbouring Houfe proclaimed 
the Feftival. The Hall of Pouhon was fill’d with 
Inffruments, which made a very barbarous Con- 
cert, but agreeable too. This obfreperous Mu- 
fick made every Body gay, and confirm’d their 
former Anclination to give the Count a Title 


fo conformable to his Folly, and which no Bod) 


would conteft with him. Befide the Mufick, 
there was in the Halla Table loaded with Sweete 
meats, Biskets, Fruit and Paftry for the Ladies, 
with Wine and other Liquors for the Men. The 
Fountain made Holiday too; and was drefs’d up 
with Foliage and Garlands ; and the ftupid Count 
had laid out a couple of Guineas in a Coronet of 


… artificial [¢alian Flowers. To make the Scene 
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#ill more comical, the /salian had, unknown te 
him, drefs'd up a lively Boy in the very Model . 
APS of 
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of the Count. He had imitated the Count’s Ex- 
tention of his Skirts with Whalebone— but abun- 
dantiy more than was ufual. He had put Patte- 
board under his Shirt-Sleeves in order to diftend 
them too, for the Count lov’d his Shirt-Sleeves 
fhould puff out Jike a Pair of Trunk Hofe. The 
Boy had a Ribband at his Neck the Colour of 
his Cloaths. To imitate the Count’s Red and 
White he had daub’d his Cheeks with Juice of 
Blackberries ; and to copy the Original wich Ex- 
actnefs, had ftuck on a Matter of thirty Patches. 
In fhort, he aped the Count’s Air fo perfectly 
that he could not be miftaken. ‘The Boy thus 
equipp’d, was to perform the Office of Herald at 
Arms in this Ceremony, and to walk before his 
Majefty. When he appear’d we muft have burft 
if we had not langh’d. 7 


However this “pparatus, which pleas’d me in 
Imagination, now renew’d my Compaffion. I fele 
a Return of my Repugnance to a Sport which 
-muft eternally fix this young Fellow a Fool, and 
would not have promoted it on any account, 
I thought myfelf obliged to repeat my Endea- 
vours againft it. I fpoke of it to the Marquefs, 
and found his Sentiments the fame, which we 
communicated to the Abbefs, who join’d with 
us. She apply’d to the Dutchefs, who own'd us 
in the Right, and confefs'd that this Farce might 
be changed into a Tragedy, fhould the Sot open 
his Eyes -and difcern the Infult. We ftepp'd 
afide to win my Lady, who felt fome Pain in 
giving up fo foon a Comedy fo much to her T'afte. 
ut as her Gaiety never exceeded her Goodnefs, 
fhe at laft confented to ftop there, and undertook 
to make Mr. Lake hear Reafon. She beckon'd 
him that Moment, and employ’d all her Rheto- 
rick to diffwade him; and we feconded her; for 

an 
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an Englifbman does not fo eafily quit a Delight in 
View. However, partly through Reafon, and 
partly through Complaifance, at laft he yielded — 
the /talian gave up at once. But the Difficulty 
was to get it out of his Head who was moft 
concern’d in it. No Body was willing to hold 
up the Mirrour ; none but a Lady could do it 
With Decency, and my Lady undertook that too. 
in the Height of this Confultation, the Fop, 
impatient for his Crown, appear’d in the Street 
more exact than ever. He had {pared neither 
Paint nor Patches, nor Curls ; his Men, bedeck’d 
as much as himfelf, follow’d him gravely, and 
the ftrange Herald at Arms march’d before imi- 
tating his Air and Gate. This ridiculous Parade 
occafioned an univerf{al Laugh ; and all our Huma- 
nity could not exempt us. The Count piercing 
throngh the Crowd, came directly toward the 
Dutche{s to receive the Crown from her Hands : 
But that Lady drawing him afide, faid to him 
with her cool Air, Upon my Word, Sir, you muft 
be very blind not to fee that you are laugh’d ar. 
Me, Madam, lays he? Yes, you Sir, and your 
ridiculous Airs, fays my Lady, and all we did 
yelterday with thefe Gentlemen, was in order to 
your Cure. Your Extravagance deferves that we 
fhould léave you here the Laughing-ftock of the 
Company... What have I done then Madam, 
fays be? What! reply’d fhe, Are not you 
afhamed at your Age to patch and paint, and 
flutter about in a Manner very unbecoming a 
married Man, or indeed any Manatall. Patches 
and Paint! Fy Sir, A Man guilty of ‘em! and 
guilty to a greater Excef than a Coquette! Your 
Vanity blinds you, and you don’t perceive that 
yout Feafts and your Balls make you ridiculous, 
~ For my Part, I come to ‘em as to aFarce, You 
had better manage your Affairs, and live within 
; your 
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your own Sphere. It’s fit indeed you fhould 
place your felf upon a Level with Dutchefles. 
Know that every Body defpifes you, and I doubt 
whether you'll be receiv’d any more. This is 
my iaft Advice; profit by the Counfel which 
my Compafiion gives you ; and if you doubt your 
being ridiculous, fee your felf in that Boy equip’d 
in Imitation of you. The poor Count was going 
to plead his Quality. Hold there, fays the 
Dutchefs, ‘ris no Secret who you are, nor that 
your Countfhip exifts in your Brain. Any Body 
but myfelf would have ufed you as you deferv’d 
for your Impudence in claiming Kindred with : 
me, and: your infolent Treatment of the Abbefg | 
yefterday. There, take your Crown, and my» 
Advice with it. Quit this Folly; and if you 
are wife, on any Pretence change the Scene, and 
give a Baill to the Ladies, 


Struck dumb with this pathetick Harrangue, 
the Count could frame no Anfwer: But Mr. Lake” 
obferving Affliction in his Face, made him a 
Sign to go into the Hall. He was beginning a 
whole Volume, but Mr. Lake not liftning to his 
Complaints, made a Servant proclaim, that if the 
Ladies would go into the Meadow the Count 
would ordèr the Mufick thither. ‘They ballanced 
it fome ‘Time; but the Majority of the Ladies 
followed the Dutchefs ; the reft ftaid to enjoy 
the Collation. However the Mufick drew every 
Body to the Meadow. ‘There they fung and 
danced upon the Grafs, and this rural Ball gave 
univerfal Pleafure, becaufe every one danced his 
own Way and with his own Acquaintance. 


‘Thus finifh’d the Comedy which had proceed- 
ed further had Mr. Lake’s Plan and the general 
Vote been follow’d.” The Laughers were very 
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forry ‘twas interrupted ; for according to former 


Practice at Spa, there are Abundance more Cere- | 


monies. The King fits in a Throne of Foliage 
near the Poubon, with his Officers in Waiting ; 
all the Bobelins lay their Hand upon the Fountain 
and {wear an Obfervance of all the Statutes of 
their Order. Some printed Copies of thefe comical 
Regulations are even ftill extant at Salpetens’s, 
‘Tradition informs us that the King muft be car- 
ried round the Town in Pomp, attended by Mu- 
fick and the Bobelins. The fame Ceremony is to 
be repeated at every Fountain, where no Body 
muft drink before him if he is prefent ; and this 
Farce generally concludes with a Ball at the 
King’s Expence. To be fure no Body could be 
fitter for the Purpofe than our Fop : However, 
People of good Senfe approv’d the Mercy we 
fhew’d him, and I was heartily glad to have con- 
tributed to it. I don’t know how the Corre@ion 
affected his Head, becaufe he went off the nexr 
Day, after having paid dear enough for his Fol- 
lies. Happy if it has procur’d his Amendment ; 
but happier are they who leara at his Expence 
to keep within the Bounds of Nature and their 
Condition. Tho’ the World is falfe, Reality is 
always preferr’d to borrow’d Airs, which are cer- 
tainly dtrided fooner or later. And it’s always 
obferved that Derifion always follows Affectation, 
and Contempt and Mifery are the Refult of 
Vanity. 


It was almoft Eight when we quitted the 
Meadow to go to Supper. The Durchefs, the 
Abbefs, and my Lady went home, and appointed 
to meet us next Day at Geronffere. We did not 
fail, for indeed the moft agreeable Hours are 
generally {pent at the Fountains. We drank 
-fome Glafles and went to walk as ufual. How- 

D VOL L _K ne 


Lo 


[ 194 J 

ever, as the Wind was pretty high, we went 
into the Hall, where we faw feveral applying 
warm Linnen to their Stomachs ; and our Phy- 
Gcian told us that this Practice was very beneficial 
to the Bowels in preferving them from the fevere 
Cold of thofe Waters, which without that Pre- 
caution might eafily give the Cholick: And he 
told us, chat for this Reafon, fome People are 
forced to take ‘em in Bed. Our Converfation in-: 
fenfibly ran into the Learned and Medicinal :: 
And as the Tafte of thofe we frequent, efpecially! 
when they have Wit and Politenefs, generally 
infinuates itfelf into us; we took Advantage of! 
the Phyfician’s communicative Temper, to fearch 
inte the Nature and Effects of mineral Waters: 
The Dutchefs ask’d him if the Fountains off 
Geronftere and Sauveniere really foretold Rain fomes 
Days before, as the Attendants at the Fountaim 
pretend. For my Part, fays fhe, I look upom 
thefe Predictions as idle Jokes. Pardon me; 
Madam, fays the Phyfician, this Phenomenon is: 
not only true, but eafily underftood from a little: 
Attention on the Manner how Rain is form’dl, 
Thefe Ladies, fays he, muft know that the firfit 
Conftituent of Rain is thofe Vapours which thet 
Sun attracts into the middle Region of the Air! 
where they form Clouds, and foon after thofé 
Clouds ave diffolued by the Sun's Rays, and fo thew 
drop in Rain. ‘Vhete Vapours are always infinitely 
more abundant near mineral Springs than in other 
Places, becaufe mineral Waters being extreamll; 
Spirituous, are more fubjeét to Rarefaction ; anx 
as Experience teaches us that the Spa Waters art 
greatly lighter than fair Water, their Particles 
are more eafily feparated, and rais’d to thofl 
Clouds which the Sun draws up. Hence it comes: 
that when the Vapours are exhal’d copioufly fron 
the Earth, the mineral Waters contribute large! 
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to the next Rain. But as there can be mo Vacuum 
an Nature, when the Water has loft thofe {piritu- 
ous Particles, a fubtil Air takes their Place, and 
this Air being comprefs’d, produces that Hiffing 
from which the Bottle-Fillers forefee Rain three 
or four Days before it happens: And as this 
_ Hifling is more difcernable in Proportion to the 

Vapours exhal’d, it’s a natural Barometer to the 
People of Spa. The Silence of thefe Fountains 
is a certain Prognoftick of the Continuance of 
fair Weather ; and the Fountaincers confidently 
foretell Rain when the Fountain fings. Lon 
Experience founded upon continual Obfervation, 
has made the Efe familiar to them, tho’ they 
don’t know the Cauf. Yer nothing is more 
natural, for when the Sun has rais'd more Va- 
pours than ordinary, “tis eafy to conclude that 
they will foon be refolv’d into Rain, unlefs fome 
violent Wind difperfes the Clouds. And this is the 
whole Amount of the Knowledge of thefe Wo- 
men, and very feldom they are miftaken. 


While the Do&or was explaining to us this 
curious Phenomenon, fome Body told Mr. Lake 
that his Man was in Search of him among the 
Drinkers. He left the Hall and met his Man in 
the Piazza; and the Servant gave him a pretty 
large Packet which fome that came from Av la 
Chapelle the Night before had undertook to bring 
him. Heopen’d the Packet and began to read, 
near the Pillars of the Piazza. My Lady, ob- 
ferving that Mr. Lake laugh’d as he read, pave us 
a Defire of fharing this diverting News ; and we 
wert tohim. Iris not juf, fays my Lady, that 
you fhould laugh by yourfelf :. You mue com- 
 municate, at leaft tell us what it’s about. No, no, 
| fays Mr. Lake, go talk Natural Philofophy with 

the Door: There’s too much Levity in my 
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Letter to entertain your Gravities. ‘Thus theyy 
trifled on both Sides, “till the Dutchefs made am 
Affault and prevail’d with Mr. Lake to promife a 
Communication of his Letter. He wifh’d noo 
more, and all his little Refufals were defign’di 
only to whet the Curiofity of the Ladies. Itt 
would be unjuft Ladies, fays he, to conceal from 
you a Letter written by a very merry Man ;; 
purely for a Lady’s Sake. This Letter is from: 
Sir Fobn EH. whom I faw at Aix before IL 
came hither. The poor Knight is left there am 
Invalid between the two Seafons ; and having noo 
Company diverts himfelf with Writing to fatisfyy 
the Curiofity of one of our London Ladies. Hee 
tells me that he had frequent Occafion of men-- 
tioning the Capuchins of Aix in his Letters to my) 
Lady B (you know her perhaps ;)and as fhe 
has never been out of London, fhe could not be-- 
lieve that the World can furnifh a Society off 
Men like thofé Monks. She ferioufly defiredi 
him to tell her what fhe ought to think of it :: 
He fent her feveral Prints of thefe Capuchins ; butt 
the Oddity of ‘their Drefs made her relapfe into 
her Disbelief of the Exiftence of fuch a Societyr. 
She has ask’d her Correfpondent Sir Fobn a thous 
fand Queftions about their Habit and Behaviours 
‘The Gentleman, who knew the Capuchins at Aixx 
as we do thefe at Spa, only by walking in theirr 
Garden which is publick too, has prevail'd on a Cor 
delier Monk to give him fome fecret Memoirs con-- 
cerning thofe good Fathers, and he has made a veryy 
comical Letter of them. “Tis extraordinary thatt 
thefe Cordeliers, tho’ the Progeny of the fame Pa-- 
rent (good St.Francis) have an invincible Antipathyy 
to the Capuchins. My Friend has confulted everyy 
Soul he met with that diflik’d the Monks, andi 
has compil’d the moft pleafant Account I everr 
faw. He has fent it me open to divert me, anda 
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in Cafe I find it diverting, has defir’d me to fend’ 
it in my Packer to London. Your Judgment 
will help mine, and fince we fee Capuchins every 
Dty, *tis fit we fhould know ’em. ‘To be fure, 
fays my Lady ; for the firft Queftion at London 
will be, Whether we knew the Capuchins at Spa. 
Yes, but what I fear, added Mr. Lake, is that 
the Railery may difpleafe Madam the Abbefs. 
Not atall, reply*d the Abbe; I fhall be the 
- firft to laugh, if the Ridicule does not extend to 
Irreligion. But in my Opinion, fays fhe, we had 
better ep afide upon the Terrace for fear of being 
overheard ; for it is not right to treat with pub- 
lick Derifion thefe good Fathers who govern. 
here. We mounted the Terrace, and Mr. Lake 
in the Midft of us read the Letter. It pleas’d 
_ fo well that I begged a Copy of it, which was 
Word for Word as follows. 


7 OUR Incredulity, Madam, is flrange, 
ay" and your Queftions intricate. I was in 
hopes of curing the one, and of preventing the 
other by thofe Prints which naturally reprefent 
the good Capuchin Fathers. You find ‘em fo 
ridiculous that you fancy ‘em fictitious, and in- 
vented purely to amufe you; and you, charge 
me to give you a full Account of their Origine, 
their Garb and Manners. I have wanted Time 
_ for Information; for of all the Monks here, I 
have Jeaft Acquaintance with the Capuchins . 
But fince you are inexorable, Madam, and will 
be obey’d, I have us’d all imaginable A pplica- 
tion; and, thanks to the Anecdotes of a fat 
Cordelier, I believe myfelf able to clear up your 
Doubts. My Advices are the more Curjous too, 
as being deriv’d from the Cordeliers —~ a Branch _ 
of the fame Family with the Capuchins : How- 
ever, I won’t abfolutely warrant their Truth, 
“i K 3 becaufe 


[ 198 ] 


becaufe thefe two Sorts of Monks, though Bre- 
thers, hate each other bitterly. °*Tis pleafant 
enough to hear ’em lafh one another; and Æ 
confefs, that tho’ I grew tir’d of the very Name 
of Monk, my- Cordelier often diverted me with 
ridiculous Defcriptions of his Brethren the Ca- 
puchins. As this Monk and I bathe together, 
f fee him every Day, and by Virtue of fome 
Boitles of Wine Iv have drawn from him the 
Sub@ance of this long Epiftle. The Detail will 


convince you of my Patience in procuring Infor- — 


mations in Points fo little within the Cognizance 
of an Englifb Gentleman. But what won’t Beauty 
perfuade us to? 


However I don’t promife you an exaét De- 
finition of a Capuchin. This odd Being is mo- 
dified fo matiy Ways, and every Way fo fingu- 
Jar, that all that’s ridiculous in all the other 
Monks feems to center here. And the beft 
Defcription I can give of it is this. The Ca- 
puchin, Madam, is an Animal almoft in Human 
Shape, and of the ufual Height of Men. °Tis 
a bearded, ftinking, hunger-ftarv’d, haughty 
Animal, with a Girdle round him, and bare- 
foot. Thefe Characterifticks, which you may 
depend upon, equally defcribe his Heart, his 
Body, and his Soul. And yet this Piéture, 
Madam, will revive your Incredulity, and bring 
to your Imagination a Monfter in Nature and 
Religon, and entirely chimerical. Call it what 
vou will, ‘tis a real Reing ; and ‘tis only in 
Proteftant States that its Exiftence is difputed : 
becaufe the firff Capuchin that difcover’d him- 
felf there, had neither the Appearance nor the 
Temper of one. There is even fome Likeli- 
hood that he afterwards affum’d that Habit and 
Behaviour for the Advancement of the Chriftian 
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Reformation (which he had at Heart) and to en 
force his Preaching by this Grotefque Garb, 
which is the very beft Proteétion in the Romaz 
Church. Born within that Pale, in the véry Bo- 
fom of Jtaly, and educated in the Order of good 
St. Francis, in vain he preach’d with Serioufnefs 
and Eloquence againft Vice, fo that difpairing of 
Succefs, he refolv’d, before he quitted his Church, 
to introduce one more Folly there, by inftituting 
the Capuchin Order, of which he was the Author 
and firft Principal. This bearded Monarch, 
form’d Laws for his new Subjects, regulated 
their Diet, prefcrib’d the Form of their Buildings, 
the Extent of their Apartments, the Bignefs of 
their Windows, the Cut of their Cloaths, their 
Gate, their Idioms, and even their Tone of 
Voice. He aflign'd ’em large Revenues, fince he 
made ali Mankind Tributary to’em. According 
to the Plan of Romulus, he invited the Refute of 
the neighbouring Nations: Undone Captains, ea 
fhier’d Officers, younger Brothers, Lacqueys out 
of Place, difcontented Monks, Enthufiafts, Va- 
gabonds and Jazy People, all were welcome. Three 
Qualifications only were requifite, a good Sro- 
mach, ftrong Legs, and broad Shoulders. The 
laft cou’d leaft of all be difpens’d with: Becan‘e 
Nature has fitted the Shoulder for the Holy Wal- 
let, which contains the Archives of the Monar- 
chy, and their Rights over States and private 
Houfes. The fundamental Maxim of bis Govern- 
ment, is a Renunciation of every Thing, even of 
a Propriety in common Neceffaries:; But his Sab- 
jects found a Compenfation for the Severity of 
this Law, in a Licenfe to bee with Impunity— 
and they exercife this their Privilege with Ri- 
gour: As you may be further inform’d from all 
your Friends that have been at Spa, at Forges, or 
at dix la Chappelle, or at any Roman Catholick 
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Place of any Concourfe. The Succefs of this 
new Eftablifhment, juftify’d the Policy of the Le- 
giflator : His Colony encreas’d, and fpread itfelf 
immediately. The Court of Rome difcern’d the 
Apoftolick Spirit in ‘em; and indeed, I believe, 
the Capuchins have as much of it, as the Cardinals 
and the Roman Prelates. Every body admir’d 
“em, and poflibly, none but the Barbers difap- 
prov’d the Inftitution ; but in Spight of their Op- 
pofition, the Bearded Race multiply’d upon the 
Face of the Earth; fo that at prefent, there are 
more than a Hundred thoufand in the World; 
and a Capuchin of Aix, affur’d me, that there 
are about T'wenty five thoufand of ‘em now in 
france. 


Tis not then, Madam, as you fufpeét, a Chi- 
mera, which I entertain you with; “tis a real 
Monfter in Policy and Religion. 


Bernadine Ochin, or Okin, their Inftitutor, 
trighten’d at his own Produétion, foon abandon’d 
ur, and Hew for Refuge into the Proteftant Coun- 
tries, where he might fafely contemplate the Pro- 
grefs of his monftrous Offspring. The Retreat 
of their Patriarch, brought ‘em to the Brink of 
Ruin; but at Length they found affur’d Prote- 
ction at the Court of Rome, devoting themfelves 
for ever to the Pope’s Service, in Quality of 
Footmen, Spies and Meflengers to the Jefuits. 
Ochin had the Confolation ot feeing in Tranquil- 
lity, the Succefs of his Projet. Rome, in adopt- 
ing thefe new Monks, gave new Advantages to 
her Adverfaries Divifions, Religious Wars, 
Leagues, Cabals were renew’d, and Ecclefiaftical 
Cenfure, that terrible Scourge, flourifh’d under 
the Zeal of thefe new Frocards. Indulgences to 
all Eternity, and longer, grew numberlefs. In 
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fhort, Madam, there was no Stratagem of Wart 
or Love, where a Capuchin was not either à Jars 
or a Mercury; Witneis Father Ange de Foyeufey 
fo Famous in the League of France ; and Father 
Fofeph, fo renown’d for his Relation to Cardinal 
Richelieu, and his dear Niece. Their Power fo 
enlarg’d itfelf, that by the Help of the facred 
_ Budget, and the Cord of St. Francis, they have 
_ fubjeéted Monarchs, Princes, Popes, Bifhops, Car- 
dinals, Men, Women, and efpecially Girls. How- 
ever, thefe unnatural Children deny’d ther Fa. 
ther Bernardine. This turn’d his Head with 
Grief, and whether it be, that the beft of Monks 
makes an uncertain Proteftant, or that he retain’d 
the fame Spirit, tho’ not the Frock, he faw him- 
felf abandon’d, as he ought to be, by all that 
knew his Irrefolution; and befide, the Regret of 
having fpirited up an Order at the publick Charge, : 
he felt the Shame of a double Apoftacy. Thus 
Madam their Exiftence is juftified, their Genca- 
logy is prov’d; now let us fee their Habit. 


The Cowl, the Cloak, the Robe, the Cord and 
Sandals, compofe the Capuchin’s Habit. The 
Cowl is undoubtedly of vaft Confequence, fince 
the Name of it gives Name to the Order. It is 
certainly defign’d, that the Particularities of their 
Drefs, while they ftrike the Eye, fhou’d expofe _ 

the Character of thefe Heteroclite Men, whom 
we Proteftants look upon as Spiritual Comedians, 
But, Madam, that I may give you a more perfect 
Idea of this extravagant Garb, give me Leave to 
kad you to the Toilet of one of the Fathers, 
Suppofe him in his Robe only, for without that, 
a Capuchin wou'd be a Spectacle hardly modeft e- 
hough for your Ladyfhips Eyes. For Reafons 
bef known to themfelves,. thefe good Fathers 
wear neither Shirt nor Breeches. In this Point 
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they certainly are not faithful Difciples of the 
Seraphick Francis, whofe Breeches are immorta- 
liz’d in the Hiftory of his Life. This greafy Ar- 
ticle, is read in the Roman Church, on St. Fran- 
cis’s Day, to the great Edification of the Hearers. 
i read it myfelf in the Breviary of the Capuchins, 
one Day when I was in their Church. It is there 
obferv’d, that St. Francis, after the marvellous 
Impreffion of the Stigma’s, often fuffer’d for Chrift, 
by Sympathy, fuch quick Pain, that the Blood 
flow’d from his Wounds, and that it flow’d in 
fuch Abundance, from the Wound in his Side, 
that his Breeches were foak’d through with his 
Blood. This Madam is the Latin Legend, and 
the Cordelier I mention’d before, on this Paflage, 
founds an Accufation againft the Capuchins, of 
having alter’d their Founder’s Drefs. But to re- 
turn to their Robe; “tis a Kind of Tunick of 
coarfe Stuff, which goes next their Skin. It 
reaches down to their Ancles, and is every where 
clofe, except at the Stomach, for the Conveni- 
ency of putting in a Hand, and ufing an Exer- 
cife, known only to the moft filthy Beggars. The 
Robe has round Slieves, large enough to fhew 
the Whitenefs of the Arm. In fhort, the Robe 
is crown'd with the Cowl, a Kind of Dragoon’s 
Cap about an Ell long, and in diverfe Shapes ac- 
cording to the Wearer’s Fancy. ‘Thefe Reve- 
rends, ufually wear it in the Shape of a Sugar 
Loaf, when they are in Meditation, or in their 
Afternoon’s Nap; otherwife it commonly hangs 
down upon their Back like a Jelly-Bag. But your 
Capuchin Fops give it a pretty Air, by a Piece of 
Lead fix’d at the Point, which helps it to a very 
jantee Swing. This Robe is ty’d round with a 
large white Cord well twifted, and with Knots 
rang’d at proper Diftances, and the Ends dang- 
ling down to their Feet: At this Cord hangs a 
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huge wooden Refary, with Death’s Heads, Crofles, 
Medals and other Rarities, as proper to infpire 
Devotion, as their Cord is to exprefs Repentance. 
Over the Robe is the Cloak, which is ty'd under 
the Chin, with a little Clafp of Box or Ivory in- 
genioufly carv’d. This Cloak, which reaches on« 
ly to the Knees, is open before, and is worn only 
in Journies and Vifits of Ceremony, ‘Their Stock 
ings are of the fame Stuff with their Shirts, that 


a is to fay, they go bare-legg’d, and have only thick 


leathern Sandals ty’d to the Bottoms of their Feer, 
with Thongs a-crofs. ‘Their Heads are all fhav‘d, 
except a Circle of Hair like a Coronet ; but their 
Chins are never fhav’d, and the ength and 
Thicknefs of. Beard is the Standard of Merit a- 
mong ‘em. The young and gallant Ones cut their 
Beard round like Ærmenians ; but the blue Cords 
of that Order, let it fall to a Point, and aftsct to 
have it forked, to give themfelves a more venera- 
ble Air. I faw one here that took the Waters 
with us, who never {poke with Vivacity, without 
grafping in his two Hands the two Divifions of his 
Beard. That ridiculous Ation diverred me pro- 
digioufly : But what delighted me moft, was, to 
fee Monks of the fame Order deriding one ano- 
ther. For the Family of good St. Francis, is 
flipt into feveral Branches, which have each their 
{eparate Follies, and thus they are diftinguifh’d : 


Beard and Patch-Capuchins. 

Beard without Patch-Penitents ov Picpuffes. 
Patch without Beard-Recollets. 

Neither Beard nor Patch Cordeliers. 


8 2 ae 

Now, Madam, you are very knowing already, | 

and I affure you much more fo, than I was fome | 
Days ago. 3 
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I am now enter’d into the Capuchin Garb, and 
per{wade myfelf, that you'll be jurpriz’d, to find 
under this Air of ftrain’d Simplicity, more Tricks 
and Subterfuge, than under the ancient Vardin- 
a I begin by the Stuff they wear, which is a 

ind of Serge, thicker than the thickeft Buff; 
of a Ruffet Colour; impenetrable by the Sun 
Beams, or the Rain; yet foft enough to imbibe 
the Sweat of the Capuchin, and retain it feveral 
Years. The Cloak and the Cowl are of the fame 
Stuff, and the fame Colour. The good Fathers. 
never have more than one Suit at once, nor make 
any Change in it, but when they quit the former 
Suit, which is always with Grief; becaufe the 
Scent it has contraéted, is fo refrefhing, that, 
contrary to the Gofpel Advice, to perfume the 
new Robe, hey always put a Piece of the old into it. 
This old Shred, is, as it were, the Seed of that 
everlafting Perfume, fo peculiar to their Order. 
Hence the Traveller is appriz’d, at a Diftance,, 
that he is meeting a Capuchin, or that there’s a. 
Neft of Capuchins within half a League. My 
Cordelier, who let nothing efcape him, wou’d per- 
fwade me, that this Remnant was of further Ser- 
vice. He told me, that every Capuchin is oblig’d 
to place it fo, as to be an Index of his darling 
Vice, in order to his Amendment: So that he 
who talks or drinks too much, muft put the Piece 
in that Part of the Cowl which is next his Mouth. 
He that has wanton Eyes, puts it on the Side of 
his Head, the Glutton at his Stomach, and fo of 
the reft: So that by a little Experience and Atten- 
tion, “tis as eafy to know the Crime as the Capu~ 
chin—This Monk made me fome very comical 
Ybfervations on this Point, which I beg Leave to 
fupprefs. But Madam, you muft take Notice, 
that thefe good Fathers muft make Ufe of no 
Carriages in their Journies: But the Order which 

forces. 
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forces em to walk, exprefsly forbids they thould 
walk more than twelve Miles a Day. They carry 
no Money, nor muft touch it, nor do they ever 
pay a Farthing. However, they quarter them- 
{elves upon the beft Houfes in their Way, and. 
nobody dares refufe ‘em. They have even a Pri- 
vilege of entring into Publick Houfes, to fit down 
with Strangers, to eat and drink with ‘em, and 
_ then they pay their Scot with a low Bow. This 

Privilege is fo well eftablith’d, that they ask a 
Bed without Ceremony of any Gentleman that ye. 
fides in the Country ; and there they ftay as lon 
as they pleafe, laughing and talking with the La- 
dies, who have fometimes fo deprav'd a Tafte, as 
to like a Man in fo odd and f nafty a Habit. 


This Garb, fantaftical and grotefque as it ap. 
pears, feems however prudentially contriv’d. This 
Habit is a little World. °Tis at leaf a Kind of 
Fortrefs and Palace, where there are Jnhabitants, 
Guards, Redoubts, Galleries, Caves, Places. of 
Pleafure, Provifion, Conveniency, Study and 
Gallantry ; in a Word, it comprehends all that 
_Mechanifm can contrive, either neceflary or con 
venient. <A Capuchin, cloath’d according to Ca. 
non, may more juftly fay, he carries his All about 
him, than the famous Bias did. Jefting apart, a 
Coach and Six, is not half fo convenient upon the 
Road, as a Capuchin’s Habit. Wou'd you believe 
it Madam, they have fixteen feveral Pockets, al? 
unfeen ; and each Pocket has its Name. 


1. The firft is call’d la Galerie. "Tis à large 
Piece of Stuff, fow’d round the Infide of the 
Cloak, and open at each End. There they put 
their Breviary, their little Prayer-Book, all their 
Sermons for Advent, Laffer, and: all the Sundays 
of the Year, with four Panegyricks on Saints—a 
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Blank inflead of their Names; in all twenty-twe 
Difcourfes. 


2. The fecond, call’d Zapecal, is a little Bag 
of coarfe Linen, join’d to the Cloak, under the 
right Shoulder. Its Ufe is to hold a Couple of 
Bottles, which they take Care to fill at every 
good Houfe they pafs, in Order to prevent ill Ac- 
commodations. 


3. The third is fituated under the left Shoul- 
der; “tis wider at Bottom than at Top, and 
reaches to the Bottom of the Gallery. They call 
it the l'Abime. It ferves for the convenient Dif- 
pofal of large Provifions, as Hams, Chines and 
Turkeys, for long Stages, where good Inns are 
wanting. 


4: The fourth, which they term Ja Cuifiniere, is 

a little leathern Satchel, placed under the Za- 
ecul. There they put Spices, to make delicate 
Ragouts, in thofe Inns where they find Company 


to pay for ‘em. 


5. The fifth, named Ja Friponne, is fix’d at the 
Edge of the Cloak, on the Infide. Here the Bis- 
kets and Sweermeats conceal themfelves, which 
they modeftly cram in, when the Table affords 
thofe Delicacies—fome put their Fellow-Traveller, 
the Dram Bottle there. 


6. In the fame Situation, but on the left Side, 
is faften’d a Pocket, of the:fame Capacity, where 
the travelling Toilet is fow’d. Here are the 
Barber's Equipage, the little Comb, the Sciflars, 
the Razor.for the upper Lip, the Wafhball for the 
Legs and Arms, and Musk, and other proper Per- 
fumes, to maintain the good Odour of the Frater- 
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nity. This Pocket is us'd only by Capuchin Cox - 
combs, and is call’d Ja Precieufe, baa 


.7. À little higher, they carry another, call’d 
Ja Neceffaire; and indeed, there they put their 
Net Ointment, a little Mercury, fome Candle 
Ends, in Cafe of being gall’d, Pomatum, and. o- 
ther private Drugs, futtable to their Occafions. 


_ 8. To preferve Balance and Symmetry, oppofite. 
to this, they carry a little Pocket, call’d da 44- 
magere. At is ufeful only in very long Journies. 
“Tis for Bits of Leather, an Awl, Thread, Nee- 
dles, and fome Scraps. of Cloth, to repair their 
_ Robe, or their Sandals. 


9. Toward the Bottom of the Cloak, and at 
the very End of the Gallerie, they have another 
Pocket, call'd /Armenienne, where they put Cof- 
fee, a little Mill, a {mall Canifter of Tea, Su- 
gar, €fc. to regale les Sœurs du Tiers Ordre. This. 
Pocket is allow’d only to a Father-Confeffor. . 


to. At t’other End of the Gallerie, there is eX= 
actly fuch another Pocket, call’d I’ Indienne. Here 
we put the Pipe Cafe, the Grater, Tobacco in 
Roll, and fome for Smoaking. This Madam is 
the’ Catalogue of the Pockets within the Cloak : 
thefe which follow are upon the Robe itfelf, 


11. La Galante, is the Name of a little Pocket 
beneath the right Armpit. Becaufe of its Situa- 
tion, “tis made of Oilskin. Here they put their 
Box of Spanifo Snuff, their Nuns Billet-Doux, a 
Lift of Deaths and Marriages of People of Qua- 
lity, that they may converfe with fome A ppear- 
ance of fafhionable Acquaintance, 


12. Ano-= 
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12. Another little By-place in the Fold of the 
Elbow, they call Ja Proprete. There is kept the 
white Handkerchief to be difplay’d in good Com- 


pany only. 


13. The Turning-up of the left Sleeve, natu- 
rally forms a thirteenth Pocket, which they calt 
ja Bourgeoife, where they or their Snuff Hand- 


kerchief and common Snuff Box. 


14. The fourteenth, call’d Ja Devote, and which | 
is much more convenient than the Reft, is be- 
neath the Stomach, and cat under the Folds of 
the Robe. Here lie the little Relicks, the Agnus 
Dei for the Ladies, Chaplets, and Holy Beads for 
Servants; Names of Jefus, and little perfum’d 
Croffes for Country People; with a little Pocket. 
Book, containing a Lift of good Quarters on the 
Road, little printed Prayers, and the full and 
true Account of fome Capuchin found dead in the 
Snow, to edify devout Souls, and warm the Cha- 
rity of the Friends to their Order. : 


15. The fifteenth, which can be contain’d only 
in the larger Bonnets, is call’d /a Diferette. Its Ufe 
is to carry back to the Convent, Mafs Money, 
Reftitutions, Trufts and Wills. This Pocket is 
at the Bottom of the facred Cowl, that is, when 
it hangs down like a Panier. None but qualified 
Perfons muft carry this Pocket, under the Penalty 
of Excommunication, 


16. Befides allthefe Pockets, Madam, there is a 
Sort of Fob, call’d Ja Libertine. *Tis between the 
two Soals of their Sandals, and ferves to conceal 
the Money which the Capuchins abfentupon Furlow, 
receive privately from their Relations. But this is 
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forbid among ’em, and thofe that ufe it, do it in 
Secret. Yet they quiet their Confciences with : 
Regard tothe fevere Prohibition of carrying no 
Money ; for they elude it, by faying, that fo far : 
from carrying it, they tread it under Foot; thus 
repofing themfelves, as they pretend, intirely on 
Providence. | 


Thefe different Pockets, as you fee Madam, 
have their refpeétive Ufe; bur the Brethren aF- 
pointed to purvey in Town and Country, muft 
Carry one, which by Way of Excellence, is call’d 
the Holy Wallet. ‘It is made of Sail Cloth, and 
very large; they carry it upon the left Shoulder, 
and put into it the Bread, Meat, Butter and Can- 
dles, which they collect for their Convent. 


Confefs, Madam, that the Capuchin Habit is a 
Labyrinth, inextricable without a Guide like me. 
Our Gulliver had certainly been loft in it, and 
wou'd have found himfelf, at leaft as much per- 
plex'd, as on the Lilliputian Coaft. Thefe Monks 
eat and drink well; and as Soldiers do, after a 
coarfe Meal, they revenge themfelves at the frft 
good Table they meet with. When the Com- 
mons of the Convent are fhort, every one has 
his Diftriét, and finds a Dinner; and unhappy 
are they, who want the proper Talents to go A- 
broad: For if they can fpeak in Publick, never 
fo little, they vifit Villages, to put off a Dozen of 
Sermons, which they adapt to all Occafions; and 
under that Sanctuary, eat up the Curate, and the 
Farmer, whole Weeks together. Their Dif. 
courfes are in a Stile peculiar to themfelves, and 
very ftarch’d; it is even enjoin’d ’em to fpeak 
through the Nofe: And their Knowledge is ef 
teem'd fo very minute, among the Roman Ca- 
tholicks that to reprefent a bad Sermon, they | 
: call 
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call it a Capucinade. Judge of it yourfelf Madam, 
by the following Specimen: *Tis the Fragment of 
the Exordium, to a Sermon preach’d by one of 
the Fathers, fome Months ago, in a Convent of 
Nuns, near Liege, as my Cordelier fays, who pre- 
tends to have heard it. 


You have fo frequently requefted, illuffrious Ama- 
zons, that I fond come to your Holy Convent, which 
és fortified all round with Baftions and Batteries—a 
Citadel inexpugnable to the Affaults of the Meffengers 
of the falfe Father of Lies—that, having weigh d 
the Validity of your Requeft, like another Cefar, I 
came, I faw, and conquer d. Yes, I have conquer'd 
| the Humility of my Theologick Stile, which binder d 
me from arriving at the Haven of your Approbation 
avithout Shipwreck; and I venture to hold up my 
Hand at the Bar of the veiled Bench of your cloifter d 
Reverences: 


After this pompous Setting-out, the Monk pro- 
ceeds to his intended. Panegyrick on Mary Magda- 
lene ; we muft confider her, fays he, in two States, 
the State of Sin, and the State of Repentance : 
Magdalene the Sinner, liv’d like a true Magdalene— 
fo much the worfe. Magdalene converted, was a 
Pattern of Penitence—fo much the better. In 
two Words, fays he, fo much the worfe, and fo 
much the better, fhall divide my Sermon— fudge 
Madam of the Refidue by this Sample. 


A Tafte for the falfe marvellous is fo infepara- 
ble from thefe Fathers, that every one claims a 
diftinguifh’d Family, or military Reputation. 
They always travel in Pairs, and the firft Time 
they come to a Place, the younger takes great — 
Care to whifper in the Houfe, that the Reverend 
Father fach a one, is a near Relation of fuch a 

Count, 
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Count, or fuch a Marquefs; or that he has com 
manded a Troop of Horfe. They fuppofe this 
Notion of pafs’d Honour, gains em greater Ref- 
peét. Inftead of their Family-Names, they take 
the Names of their Saints; but they always chufe 
the longeft, as Nicephorus, Theodorus, Emmanuel, 
Agathangus, Seraphin, Cherubin, &c. to which they 


_ Join the Name of their ‘Town: I think one, to 


outbid his Brethren, took the Name of the Reve- 
rend Father Ely Lammafabacthany de Sabaot. 


With thefe Exceptions, Madam, they live re- 
gularly enough; they are allow’d to be much 
more ridiculotis than criminal; and the Cordeliers 
are in much more Difcredit ; but fure, to defcribe 
‘em as they are, wou’d give eternal Matter of 
Laughter. I have often reproach’d my Inftruéter 
with his bitter Raillery on the Capuchins, when in 
his Cups, fince they, like himfelf, are the Of 
{pring of St. Francis, and ridiculous as they are, 
their Conduét is much lefs exceptionable than 
thofe of his Order, whofe Character is fo well 
eftablifh’d, that, to defcribe a Libertine, they 
call him Cordelier. £ 


Here, Madam, give me Leave to clofe my An- 
fwer to your Queftions: Since this is all I have 
difcover’d of the Capuchin Race. If you have 
any Difficulty remaining, I'll endeavour to clear 
it, while I remain here. My Oracle, the Corde- 
lier, will prate for ever, for a few Bottles of 
Wine. In the mean Time, I flatter myfelf Ma- 
dam, that if any Thing appears aggravated, you'll 
impute it to the Monk, and that you'll allow 
fome Merit in my Defire to pleafe you, fince it 
makes me proftitute myfelf to fach Converfation. 
In Truth, ‘tis too much at once, to be thus 
diftant from you in an ill State of Health, and at 

the 
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the fame Time, to be condemn’d by your Orders 
to fuch villainous Company. I fubmit, however, 
if, at that Price, I can convince you, of that ref- 
peétful Efteem with which lam. Madam, 


4ix ba Chapelle, Your moft Humble and 
Ang. 6. 172- Moft Obedient Servant, 


John H 


35 
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Well, Ladies, fays Mr. Lake, what fay you? 
May I fend this Letter? And do you think it 
will divert Lady B.? I warrant it, fays the 
Dutchefs, by the Effeét it has had on us; for 
though we fupprefs’d it, becaufe we wou’d not 
interrupt you, yet we have laugh’d inwardly be- 
yond Meafure. For my Part, fays my Lady, I 
fhall never fee a Capuchin after this without 
Laughing, and I fwear, I'll examine their Poc- 
kets fome Day or other for the Guinea 1 defign 
em. That's pleafant, fays the Count: I have of- 
ten feen Capuchins here and in Germany, without 
attending to thefe Particulars. Truly, fays the 
Marquefs, al] Particulars wou’d furnifh a much 
longer Defcription. I have been a Witnefs of it, 
becaufe the Chaplain of my Regiment was of that 
Order. Come, come, fays the Abbefs, ’tis pret- 
ty well; the poor Capuchins have had their Share. 
But, Madam, fays the Dutchefs, the Baronet 
fays no Harm of ’em, and I commend him for it ; 
for if all Capuchins are like thofe of Spa, they are 
Objeéts of Compaffion, rather than of Contempt. 
The poor Men are to be pity’d, for electing 
a Life of fuch Humiliation, through a blind De- 
votion: For, the Gofpel prefcribes nothing like 
it: And I think fome Refpect due to thofe who 
keep within the Bounds of their Eftate. But, fays 
my Lady, tho’ I reverence Virtue, even VER 
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Devotion of thee pious People; yet give me 


Leave to laugh at their Garb, and that Legion 
of Pockets juft named. Depend on it, Ladies, 
fays the Count, there’s a little Hyperbole in the 
Relation; the Baronet banters the Frock. And 
yet, Sir, fays the Abbefs, that Part of his Letter 
is pretty juft: What he fays of their Founder and | 


-  Unfticution is much lefs fo: But except his Rail- 


dery, his Account is pretty true. I even know 
feveral of rhofe Pockets. T’'ll tell you fomething 
further, fays Mr. Lake: Two Months ago, when 
I was at 4ix with the Baronet, two Capuchins 
came to bathe in the Houfe where we were. 
They pull’d off their Cloaks according to Cuftom, 
in the little undrefling Room, and went into the 
Bath in their Robes. They had certainly paid a 
Vifit to one of their Votaries as they came, who 
had given a Leg of Matton for his Reverence’s 
Dinner, which he had put into his.Pocket call’d 
the Aby/s. A Dog that had accidentally flipp’d 
into the Room, attracted by the Odour, made a 
Vifit to the Cloak, and there finding his Break- 
fait ready dreft, broke through the Window, and 
made off with his Prey. The Fathers, at their 
Return from the Bath, were amaz’d to find but 
one Cloak. They cry’d out Sacrilege, and made 
a great Noife, believing the Servants of the Bag- 
nio had play’d ‘em a Trick. The Lofs of the 
Mutton was a ftinging Affliction : However, they 
complain’d only of the Prophanation of the {i- 
cred Habit, threatning the whole Houfe with the 
Thunder of the Vatican, and {wearing by St. 
Francis, that they’d have SatisfaCtion. Search 
was made every where, and near the Stables, 
were found fome Tatters of this precious Habit : 
And by Help of them, they difcover’d the Dog 
Aitting on the Reft of the Cloak, and bufily gnaw- 
ing the Bone of the Leg of Mutton, The Dog gor 
; o 
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of with a few Curfes, and remain'd an Ana- 
thema. We faw this Scene and laugh’d heartily 
at it. But what diverted us extreamly was, to 
fee the two Fathers bufy in collecting the Wreck 
of their Toilet into the Pockets of the Cloak 
which we thought numberlefs; and thence we 
had fome Conception of the Capuchin Labyrinth. 
This Adventure gave Rife to the Letter I juft 
read ; for the Baronet fent an immediate Account 
of this Accident to my Lady B Be that 
as it will, Sir, fays the Marquefs, the Baronet’s 
Letter is very curious, and he ridicules the 
Monk’s very prettily. I wifh his Pen would give 
us as much on every Religious Order. I hope 
the Marquefs would give him Leave to fpare me 
a little, faysthe Abbef. The Marquefs blufh’d 
at his Indifcretion, made a thoufand Apologies 
to the Abbefs, and protefted that he had no View 
to her in what he faid. ‘The Abbefs, well fatif- 
fied in that Point, forgave him, and a thoufand 
well-bred Speeches pafs’d between ‘em. I with- 
drew a little to take the Plan of Geronffere ; and 
in a Quarter of an Hour of rejoin’d ’em to return 
in a Body I the Town. 


We feparated to drefs, and did not meet ‘till 
Dinner, becaufe ¥ was employ’d in tranfcribing 
Sir 7obn H *s Letter, which was to be fent 
away next Day. Our Ladies too wrote to Eng- 
land, and therefore fhut themfelves up ‘till Night ; 
as we were difengaged Mr. Lake propofed bathing. 
His Propofal furpriz’d us, becaufe we knew no 
Place at Spa proper for it. The Brook is not 
deep enough, and I did not know of any publick 
Bath. Follow me, fays he, and I'll fhew you 
one. In fhort he led us to the Mill, and made us 
defcend into a dark and vaulted Cavern, at the 
bottom of wwhigh was cut a Cold Bath, fix Foot 
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deep, and about fifteen fquare, and he invited’ us 
to bathe there. The Count, the Italian, and the 
MarquefS were as little enclin’d to it as my felf. 
The Jtalian alledged the Rheumatifm in Excufe. 
For that very Reafon you fhould dip, fays Mr. 
Lake, and that very Reafon is my Motive. The 
Remedy feem’d too Britif@ for ‘his Trial, and 


- Mr. Lake plunged in to prove the Ufefulnefs of 


it. He told us that nothing was more common 
in England, and that the Cold Baths there cure 
Abundance of inveterate Diftempers. He faid 
too, that by the Advice of a famous Phyfician, 
he had even broke the Ice to bathe himfelf to 
curé a Rheümatifm which had harrafs’d him 
three Years, and which he attributed. to immode- 
rate Heats in his Journey to Htaly. And in fhort, 
as he told us, it perfe€tly cur’d him. °Tis certain, 
the Engi in general have given fair Water an 
honourable Place in the Afateria Medica, and 
make uf of it fuccefsfully in external and inter. 
nal Cafes, efpecially fince one of their Phyficians 
has ftamp’d a Value on it by his Treatife on Wa 
ter: And wherever there are mineral Waters, 
the Exglifh are more frequent than thofe of other 
Nations. They have almoft monopoliz’d thofe at 
Spa, where they give Law to all other Societies, 
“T'was for their Sakes that the Cold Bath was 
cut, and there paffes no Day but fome Englipp- 
man bathes there towards the Evening, tho’ the 
Water be naturally cold as Ice. Mr. Lake told 
us, that they were lefs fenfible of it, becaufe 
People of Fafhion in England generally educate 
their Children by the Prefcription of the celebra- 
ted Mr. Locke, who recommends from Intancy a 
bare Head, a thin Garment, even in Winter, and 
an carly Cuftom of being wet-fhod He affir'd 
us that he himfelf had been bred up in that 
Manner, and that the Weather could but little 
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affect him. All he could fay could not prevail 
upon us to follow him, and he came up again 
tous. We begged him not to break in upon his 
Regimen— but he deferr’d Part of it to next 
Day. Before we left the Mill he fhow’d us a 
Bath capable of being heated tor thofe who de- 
mand it. Properly fpeaking, ‘tis no more than a 
great Bathing-tub, fuipended above the Cold 
Bath. When it’s feen underneath, all Defire of 
experiencing it vanifhes ; for however fecure it 
may be, the Fancy is haunted with Fears of Sink- 
ing, and by Confequence of being plunged into 
the Cold Bath beneath. However this Bath is 
very convenient for Perfons fond of that Exer- 
cife: Two may bathe there together, the Water 
may be heated to any Degree ; Aromatick Herbs 
are put in, Whey, Almond Pafte, and in fhort, 
whatever Neceffity or Pleafure may require, and 
very cheap too. “Tis true, the Apartment was 
not very neat, and yet we faw very clean Linnen 
there. 


From thence Mr. Lake carry’d us to a Houfe 
at the other End of the Town, in the Way to 
the Four a Clock Meadow. ‘There is a little 
Bath too belonging to an old Woman, who has 
the Water heated, and is efteem’d the beft Ma- 
nager of a Bath. The Tub is fmaller than that 
at the Mill. The toothlefs Dame offer’d her 
Services, and to encourage us, gave us a Lift of 
the Princes and Nobles which had pafs’d through 
her Hands. I rubb’d ’em all myfelf, faid fhe, 
and thefe Hands have held even the Czar’s Head. 
However, thefe great Examples did not allure us ; 
and after a little Chat with her we took a Turn 
in the Square, where Mr. Lake declaim’d againft 
our Delicacy, crying up the Virtues of Water, 
even externally apply ‘d. 
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You cant tell me more on that Subjeét, fays 
the Marquefs, than I know already. A Gentle- 
man of my Acquaintance is a marvellous Inftance 
of the Efficacy of Bathing. A ‘Year before I 
quitted France, I went into Normandy with the 
Chevalier de Fontenay, who had a Mind to carr 
me to the extenfive Lands of the Marquefs his 
Brother. We pafs’d fome Days there, and ftop’d 
at Bayeux, where part of his Family was. There 
we were invited to dine with a Commander of 
the Order of St. Zazarus, call’d, I think, Mr. de 
Menilville, who feafted his Friends, to celebrate a 
kind of Refurreétion, which he gave us the Story 
of. A Canon, a Friendof his, died a little be- 
fore, and his Company was defired at the Fu- 
neral, which was perform’d with Flambeaux. 
The Commander having been detain’d by fome 
Vifits, could not attend the Funeral Parade: But 
good Manners obliging him to appear, he ftaid 
ull the Service was almoft finifh’d at Church, 
which he enter’d alone, intending to mix himfelf 
with the Crowd unperceiv’d. ‘The whole Con- 
gregation was in the Choir, and the Church being 
hung with Black, was very dark. The Com- 
mander walking foftly, without Regard to his 
Feet, tumbled unexpectedly into the Grave de- 
fign’d for the dead Canon, whofe Corpfe ftood in 
the Nave, and he felt fome Body under him that 
cry’d out like a lufty Fellow. It was the Grave- 
digger who was meafuring the Grave by the 
Dimenfions of the Coffin: ‘The Fellow, frighted 
by the Weight which fell upon him, fhook of the 
Commander and bawled out manfully. The Peo- 
ple ran with Links, and were amaz’d to find the 
Commander at the Bottom of the Grave, in a 
Swoon through Pain.and Fright. They drew 
him out and carry’d him home: They fent for 
Surgeons, undrefs’d him, and found a large Wound 
in his Leg. ‘The Surgeons drefs’d it as ufual ; at 
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daft he reviv’d, but in exquifite Pain. Every 
Body came to condole with him, and among his 
Friends a certain Prieft call’d Afayloy/el, a, plain 
Man, but bewitch’d to the Virtues of Water, 
came to fee him, and blamed -the Family for 
calling Surgeons, averring that he could have 
cured him with fair Water. As this Prieft had 
a good deal of Credit in the Houfe, and his Re- 
medy had before been fuccefsful there, they agreed 
at length that after the firft Drefling was taken 
of, they would leave the Wound entirely to his 
Management ; and the Effect proved how much 
he deferved this Confidence. After the Surgeons 
had viGted the Wound, which they found vaftly 
enflamed, the Prieft Æayloyfel took off all the 
Bandages, and wafh’d it with cold Water. After- 
wards he apply’d Compreffes dipp’d in the fame 
Water every Hour, Night and Day, for eight and 
‘forty Hours. After that he changed the Com- 
prefles every two Hours only ; and on the feventh 
Day Mr. de Menilville was in a Condition to go 
abroad, the Wound being healed and the Skin 
renew’d. This, fays the Marquefs, he told us 
in a large Company ; and tho’ a Gentleman of 
his Reputation needs no further Teftimony to en- 
-gage Belief, he permitted us to make Enquiry 
in the Town, which was full of Witnefies both 
of his Fall and his Cure. We drank his Refur- 
rection. It was really one, and his Fall had 
fomething fo comical in it, that even our Refpect 
to him could not prevent our laughing heartily 
at ir. He gave us twenty fuch Inftances of the 
Prieft’s Knowledge, which gave us an Inclina- 
tion to fee him. The Chevalier begged the Com- 
. mander to fend for him and the Sieur Aayoyfel 
appear'd. We were aftonifh’d to fee the 
d Prieft exceeding plain in Figure and Dreis; 
and his Converfation did not belie his Appearance. 
He talk'd little and feem’d to think leis. His 
Know- 
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Knowledge appear’d to us a Prejudice fupported 
by lucky Hits rather than by Argument. He had 
read the Treatife of the Engli Doëfor, but, I be- 
lieve, underftood it but little, and fpoke very mo- 
deftly of the Cures he had perform’d. Several of 
‘em were mentioned in his Prefence, and we were 
told that the Reputation of his Regimen had pro- 
cur’d himPatients from allPartsof theCountry round 
about. For with the Water which he prefcrib’d 
for all Diftempers as they do thefe here at Spay 
he allow’d no Vi&tuals but Gruel.. He did not 
approve all Water neither ; a certain Sort which 
‘he named to us, was his Favourite. But as he 
had not the Talent of Perfuafion, he made ne 
Profelytes among us. And indeed I learn’d that 
Night, that his Regimen was fometimes unfuc- 
cefsful, and that Abundance had dy’d under his 
Hands. | 

As the Marquefs ended this Story, one of the 
Gentlemen which tabled with us, ask’d us to go 
to the Coffee-Houfe to fee a famous Game at 
Piquet which was playing there. T'hefe Adver- 
faries were two Gamefters by Profeflion, the one 
an Enzlifbman, the other a German, who call’d 
himfelf Baron. We went in and faw one of the 
moftartful Piece of Fineffe imaginable. The Reader 
fhall judge of its Merits for Sentiments were va- 
rious, and it was dangerous to decide. I’m fure 
an honeft Man could not fee it without Uneafi- 
nefs, tho’ feveral excus’d it for the Sake of the 
Stratagem. ‘This it is: 

The Baron and the Britain had been playing 
all the Day, and the Game was grown warm 
with the Viciffide of Lofs and Gain. Their Skill 
had drawn round ’em Abundance of Spectators, 
whofe Pr:fence more enflam’d the Spirit of Play 
which poffefs’d them. They were fo ftrongly 
actuated by it that they negleéted Dinner, -and 
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contented themfelves with a Difh of Chocolate, and 
a Dram or two, which they took without quitting 
their Cards. They had play’d eight Hours ; and 
when we were call’d they were playing the con- 
quering Game. It was for three hundred Guineas, 
and therefore of Confequence the Combetants 
were fo engaged that they did not lift up their 
Eyes. They looked as if the Fate of the Uni- 
verfe was in their Hands. Joy, Fury, and Fear 
appeard by Turns in their Countenances; but 
all was confined within a profound Silence. The 
Baron, who in the beginning of the Game had 
been pretty fortunate, was youngeft. He wanted 
but one Point of the Game, and the Englifiman 
about forty. The Englifbman had in his Hand 
three Kings, and had difcarded the fourth. He 
counted his Game as it really was, and named 
only three Kings. But finding that he muft lofe 
the Game unlefs he could capot his Adverfary, 
in the middle of the Hand he pretended to forget 
how much he had counted. He took up his 
Cards and reckoned his Game anew, and in this 
Recapitulation, without hefitating reckon’d four- 
teen Kings. ‘The Baron furpriz’d, ftopp’d him 
in his Calculation, and remarked his having men- 
tion’d but three Kings at firft. The Englifbman 
infifted upon the Truth of his fecond Account as 
ftrongly as the German deny’d it. The Difpute 
grew warm, and the Baron appeal’d to the Com- 
pany. The Enclihman flew into a pretended 
Paflion, and offered to lay fifty Guineas to fpur 
on his Adverfary, and decoy him into the Snare 
he laid for him. The other agreed to it, and 


«x both referr’d to the Judgment of the Company. 
The Spectators declin’d it, and feveral made a 
: Point of Confcience of giving their Verdict, be. 


caufe they difcern’d the Trick; and it was evi- 
dent that the ÆEnglifbman had no more ae 
the 


[ eat 4 


the three Kings which he reckon’d at firft. 
However, as the Queftion regarded only the lat- 
ter Calculation, the Spectators gave it againft the 
Englifoman, without daring to explain the Myftery — 
of ‘the Wager; and he loft the fifty Guineas. 
The Baron, tranfported and deceiv’d by the 
Wager, firmly believ’d that his Antagonift had 
the four Kings; concluding that otherwife he 
would not have rifqued fifty Guineas. He play’d 
according to that Suppofition, relying upon an 
Ace in his Hand, which was fufficient to gain 
the one Point he wanted ; and in Imagination he 
joined the three hundred Guineas to the fifty he 
had won. ‘The Hand was play’d out, and the 
. poor Baron feeing himfelf fhamefully capotted at 
laft, ask’d the Englifbman where the fourth King. 
was. They have told you, fays the other, that 
I reckon‘d but three, and it coft me fifty Guineas 
to make you believe I had four. What! would 
you win the Wager and the Game too? —— that 
would be too much. ‘The poor Baron, not knowine 
what to fay, ftorm’d and fwore. The Enolifutin" 
pufh’d back his Chair, rofe up and walk’d off in: 
Triumph and Satisfaction from a Juggle which’ 
every Body did not equally approve. As for us, 
we thought it a downright Cheat, and refenting 
it as fuch, quitted the Cottee-Houfe for fear of 
any perfonal Affair with fuch a worthlefs Fellow. 
Ta fhort, a Man capable of fuch a Fraud muft 
be contemptible : For Play, confider’d in its moft 
innocent View, is defign’d to promote Soctety or 
Diverfion ; and in either of thofe Cafes all ‘T'en 
dency to cheating is detefted by honeft Men. 
This was the Reflection of the Marquefs ; bur 
he obferved by the Way, that the Lyclifman 
was the more excufable, becaufe the German Baron 
was as much a Sharper as himfelf: And though 
Cheating deferves Cenfure wherever it be found, 
yet it’s leaft odious between two Sharpers, becaufe 
3 the 
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the Crime of one is the Punifhment of the other ; 
but few that give themfelves up to a Paffion for 
Play continue honeft. On this Occafion the Mar- 
quefs quoted an elegant Defcription of a Gamefter, 
He begins a Bubble, and ends a Knave 

That’s truc, fays Mr. Lake, for be a Man's 
Eagernefs and Abilities in Play never fo fmall, 
the Profpeét of winning a great deal only by a 
little Stratagem, is a Temptation very nice, and 
almoft irrefiftable as Men are form’d. And yet, 
fays he, in my Opinion, a fteady Honour is never 
more requifite than at Play ; without that ‘tis 
perfeé&t Robbery, and Abundance of our Nobility 
are ruin’d by it. Give me Leave, Sir, fays the 
lialian, to fay that I believe their Ruin rather 
owing to an ill-timed and defperate Venture of 
immenfe Sums, than to being cheated. Our /ta- 
“ans, continued he, are more temperate, and have 
made Play rather a Science than a Paflion : They 
are acquainted with all'the Tricks of it better 
than any other Nation ; but they know when to 
hold their Hand; they never tire Fortune, nor 
tempt her in an ill Run. I know it, fays Mr. 
Lake, and I think the /talians in general the beft 
Players in the World, were they but a little 
more fcrupulous. I heard one of your Prelates 
at Rome bragging that he could fhuffle four Aces, 
or four Kings to himfelf, when he was at Piquer, 
and younger Hand: And he faid in Excufe, that 
he might as fairly fhutfle, as play the Cards to his 
Advantage. I dare fay then, fays the Marquefs, 
that if he were Confeffor to our Englilbman, he 
wou'd eafily give him Abfolution with Regard to 
his Wager; tho’ we condemn him But come, 
fays he, we have moraliz’d enough, let us go to the 
Ladies ; and if they are ftill Writing, probable 
they'll be glad to divert their Friends in England 
with this Turn at Picquet, which is intirely new. ~ 
Accordingly we bent our Way toward Sat 

an. 
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aiid found ‘em already in the Street going to the. 
Capuchins. They told us, that they defign’d to 
uncafe fome good Father, to examine his Poc- 
kets. But the Abbefs advis’d ‘em to defer the 
Vifit, left my Lady fhou’d carry her Raillery too 
far, while her Imagination was warm with the 
Remembrance of the Letter, and the good Fa~ 
thers fhou’d take it as an Infuit. This Reprefen- 
tation diverted us to the Seven o’Clock Meadows 
In going along, the Ladies ask’d us, how we had 
pafs’d the Day. We gave ‘em an Account of the 
Game “at Piquet we had feen, and begg’d their 
Opinions of. the Ærglifimans Behaviour, They 
all determin’d as we had done, and call’d it a di- 
rect Cheat. We made Abundance of ferious Re- 
fieétions on the Paffion of Gaming, conformable: 
to thofe we had before made by ourfelves. Wher 
we came to the Meadow, my Lady ask'd us, if 
we had been all Day at the Coffee-Houfe? No 
truly, fays the Jralian, Mr. Lake has fhow'd us: 
the Spa Baths, and wou’d have had us bathe with 
him in Water colder than Ice. But you wav'd it 
I fuppofe? Yes, yes, fays Mr. Lake, thefe Gen- 
tlemen are too tender, they are afraid of catching 
Rheumatifms. But, fays fhe, you fhou’d have 
told ’em, Sir, that with us they are cur’d by the 
cold Bath. I can even tell you more. My Son 
was very Ill of a bloody Flux, which continued: 
fix Months before they cou’d ftop it, and nothing 
cured him at laft but plunging into freezing Wa- 
ter. The Turn which the cold Water gave to 
his Blood, ftopp’d his Evacuation the fecond Day, 
and he was perfectly cur’d. His Cure refleted | 
a good deal of Credit on the Phyfician who pre- 
fcrib’d that Method, which has been follow’d by 
ieveral People in various Cafes, with equal Suc- 
cefs. For my Part, fays fhe, I fhou’d ufe it with- 
out Hefitation, if I wanted it: For after all, 
without deregating from Mineral Waters, I’m 
, L 
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gerfwaded that common Water wou’d, in a great 
Meafure, have the fame Effe@s, if we were lefs 
prepoilefs’d againft it. Undoubtedly, fays the 
Dutchefs, and I believe, generally fpeaking, the 
Efficacy of the Spa Waters, is lefs owing to their 
peculiar Virtne, than to the Pleafure and Amufe- 
ments which the Patients enjoy there. And yet, 
Ladies, fays Signour Graziani, the Spa Waters 
produce Effeéts beyond thofe of common Water : 
ForExample,Ï fuppofe fair Water wou’d hardly give 
a languifhing Husband the Vigour which he finds 
from the Geronfiere Fountain. I don’t know that, 
fays Mr. Lake; for accidentally, at Rome, I read 
an Account, that fome ancient Fathers allow’d 
their Monks but a certain Quantity of Water eve- 
ty Day, and abfolutely forbid it at Night, becanfe 
they had obferv’d, that the immediate Ufe of it 
render’d ‘em lefs fit for the Celibacy they had 
vow'd. May be fo, fays the Jtalian; but I doubt, 
whether common Waters be as penetrating as 
thofe at Spa, which infinuate themfelves through 
the Body, and unload it fo much, tho* infenfibly, 
that every one here complains of his Leannefs. 
For my Part, I was all Amazement a few Days 
ago, when I took up my Belt accidently: I fan- 
cy’d fomebody had chang’d it, and before I cou’d 
wear it, I was forced to fhorten it three Inches. 
The Abbefs, and every body, had, it feems, made 
the fame Obfervation, with Regard to themfelves ; 
but we all agreed, that the Manner of Life at 
Spa, was as much in Caufe as the Waters. In 
fhort, fays the Dutchefs, here we rife early, and 
breakfaft late; we are continually upon our Feet; 
we go through a great Change of Air, and of 
Diet, and all this after a Journey frequently long 
and painful: So that it’s impoflible to avoid grow- 
ing Lean. ’Tis even fo cuftomary to fall away 
after having been there a few Days, that mutual 
Compliments pafs from one to another at Spa, on 
ios Account. 
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Account of their Thinnefs, as its a Sign that the 
Waters are of Service. Generally fpeaking, fays 
Mr. Lake, as Water is the ftrongeft Menfruum 
in Nature, it’s unlikely that the Ufe of it fhou’d 
fatten, efpecially when fatiguing Exercife is join’d 
to it; and both together muft ufefully quicken 
the Circulation of the Blood. In England, we 


are fo perfwaded of the Efficacy of Exercife in 


chronical and inveterate Diftempers, that one of 
our moft celebrated Phyficians, counts the rough 
Pavement of London Streets among the Preferva- 
tives in our Country, and the Fatigue it occafions 
preventive of Difeafes. And indeed, all that I 
have known in that Regimen, were very hale ; 
but not too fat. However, it may be, Water is 
more advantageous to the Body than the Wit: 
To form a Judgment from the Singularity of 
thofe who drink nothing elfe, it feems to leave an 
Impreffion of Melancholy upon their Spirits. 
There is at London, added he, Mr. 77- » no 
Stranger to thefe Ladies. He is the moft humo- 
rous Man alive. His drinking Water only, is the 
leaft of his Singularities; he is rich, and ot a Fa- 
mily very confiderable, as well as almoft extinét— 
Yet he won’t marry. He has a very magnificent 
Wardrobe, yet is always dreft very plain. Even 
in the midft of Winter, he wears nothing but a. 
thin Coat of Camblet, lin’d with Silk, like thefe 
we have on at prefent. His Bofom is always 
open, and tho’ he has every Conveniency, he is 
almoft always on Foot, and his Coach follows him 
in London Streets He keeps a good Table, and 
entertains his Friends nobly; while he himfelf 
lives upon Pulfe, Roots, Fruits and Sallads: And 
in fhort, while he furnithes them with the beft 
of Wines, he drinks only Water. You muft 
own, Gentlemen, that this is an odd Character > 
and I have obferv’d, that all that attach them- 
felves fo clofely to Water, are fubject to Whims. 

Oh! 
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Oh! Sir, fays the Dutchefs, you forget the 
beft of him. Mr. 77 , who can afford to 
travel very conveniently, every now and then 
makes the Tour of Italy; and in what Manner 
think you? Why on Foot. He takes with him a 
lufty Servant, train’d up to his Purpofe, who 
carries both their Linnen ina Waller. Mr. ¥#— 
takes in his Pocket Book good Letters of Credit 
for all the principal Places on the Road; and un- 
concern’d at Rain, Wind, Heat, Cold, Duft or 
Sunfhine, foots ir from Calais to Rome. *Tis but 
a Year, fince he return’d from his third Trip— 
and he’s exceeding well. A very particular Tafte 
Madam, on my Word, fays the Abbefs. “Tis 
pity this Gentleman was not born among us; be 
avou'd bave reviv'd the ancient Pilgrimages. 

While we were reafoning on thefe Englif Sin- 
gularities, which I have related but in Part, we 
were defir’d to mix with a Company of Flemijb 
Ladies, who danc’d upon the Grafs, to their own 
Singing ; and we made a very wide Circle. ‘Fwo 
of ‘em had fweet Voices, and we liften’d to ’em 
with Pleafure. After we had danced fome Time 
in a whimfical Manner, and perform’d feveral 
filly Tricks prefcrib’d by the Country Ballads, 
we bege’d the two Singers, to give us a Song or 
two, which they did with excellent Grace. We 
{at down upon the Grafs, and after they had fung, 
fomebody propos’d thofe little Plays fo cuftomary 
in the Evening at Spa: As Queftions and Com- 
mands, Spanifb Merchant, and other fuch Diverfi- 
ons, which are agreeable enough among People 
of Wit and Pleafantry: And in thefe innocent 
Sports we pafs’d the Evening. We even forgot 
Supper, and it was almoft Nine when we return’d 
into the Town. This little Extravagance, and 
Writing in the Afternoon, had fatigu’d the La- 
dies: So they progos’d to fleep the next Morning, 

that. 
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that we Men might vary our Amufements, and 
be fenfible of a longer Abfence. We conducted 
’em Home, and return’d to our Inn. 

Every body had fupp’d there, fo we had a little 
Table fpread for us. We had fcarce begun to 
eat, when we were defir’d to admit a German 
Gentleman juft arriv’d. He came from towards 
© Treves, and feern’d heartily tired. His Converfa- 
tion fhew’d him to be a Man of Merit and un- 
common Bravery: And his Adventure on the 
Road to Spa, which he related to us, was.an In- 
flance of great Intrepidity. 

In pafling, fays he, by a Corner of Ardennes 
(which he named to us) my Man was thrown. 
from his Horfe, and broke his Leg. I was 
ftrangely perplex’d.at ir, becaufe I faw no Houfe 
nearer, than at half a League’s Diftance. After 
having placed him in as eafy a Pofture as I cou’d, 
and encourag’d him in his Pain, I took his Horfe 
by the Bridle, and made the beft of my Way to 
the next Village for Affiftance: As foon as I ar- 
riv'd, I procur’d a Cart and Horfes, and order’d 
fome Straw and a Featherbed ; and they drove it 
immediately to the Place where I had left the 
poor Fellow. I found him miferably full of Pain, 
which we augmented in difpofing him in the 
Cart; and at length we convey’d him to the firft 
Inn. I put him under the Care of the Surgeon 
of the Place, who affur’d me, that his Leg wou’d 
be eafily fet, and that he wou’d not be a Cripple. 
I paid him liberally, to encourage his Care; and 
after having left in the Curate’s Hands, enough 
to anfwer all the Neceffities of the Wounded, I 
fet out to continue my Road alone. 

As I was mounting my Horfe, two Men who 
had lodg’d in the fame Inn, and had no ill Ap- 
pearance, appriz’d me, that two Leagues off, the 
Way was very difficult to find. The Landlord 
confirm’d it; and as thofe two Men faid they 

; were 
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were going the fame Way, and that they wou’d 
willingly direct me, if I wou’d go a Foot-Pace ; 
I imprudently accepted their Offer. _ I imagin’d, 
that, well mounted as I was, I had nothing to 
fear from two Men on Foot. Befides, I was very 
well arm’d; for I had not only Horfe Piftols, but 
two Pocket Piftols well loaded ; in Confidence of 
which, I had travell’d through the 4rdennes with- 
out Fear. I march’d flowly, that I might not 
tire my Companions, and talk’d with em perfect- 
ly at my Eafe, and found their Converfation ra- 
tional enough. At the Diftance of about a 
League from where I fet out, we came to a little 
Wood pretty dark, at the Entrance of a Valley 
furrounded with Rocks; which gives that Place 
a very melancholy Look. Tho’ I had frequently 
pafs’'d Places more frightful (for Germany is full 
of ’em) here I felt an involuntary Horror, which: 
I took great Care to conceal from my Compani- 
ons. The Subjeét they entertain’d me with in 
this Place, begun to make me regret the Indifcre- 
tion of delivering myfelf up to two Strangers. F 
was even halt refolv’d to fpur my Horfe, and fo 
get rid of ’em, or to attack them firft: For my 
Heart whifper’d me, that thefe Wretches had a 
Defign upon my Life. One told me difmal Sto- 
ries to intimidate me, the other fhew’d me the 
Place where a Count and his Lady had been mur- 
ther’d; and here, fays he, they cut the Throat 
of the Baron of ————. A little further, added 
the other, were ftabb’d a German Captain and 
his Servant. Thefe Stories were fo many Preli- 
minaries to the Blow they mediiated ; and in all 
Probability, they recited ‘em only to damp my 
Courage, and Diforder my Imagination. ‘They 
fucceeded accordingly, and I own to you, Gen- 
tlemen, the further I went with ’em, the more 
Danger I apprehended: For in fhort, if I: had 
Pocket Piftols, fo might they too, as I found 
1a 
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had fure enough. While in Order to hide my 
Uneafinefs from ’em, I affeéted to look uncon- 
cernedly at the Places they pointed at, one of 
*em clapt a Piftol at my Ear, and demanded my 
Purfe. I was immediately going to feize my 
Arms, and make a Defence ; but the other, feiz- 
ing my Hand and Bridle, prefented a Piftol on the 
other Side, and {wore at me, and pufh’d me to 


_. difmount. It rain’d, I was wrapp’d in my great 


Coat, and therefore unprepard for Defence. 
They haled me fo, that I was conftrain’d to dif- 
mount, to preferve my Life a few Moments. 
One of ’em took my Horfe by the Bridle, and 
walk’d before, with his Piftol in his Hand. The 
other walk’d behind, in the fame Manner; and I 
was between ’em wrapp’d in my great Coat; be- 
tween Life and Death, and much more certain of 
the latter than the former. They led my Horfe 
deep into the Wood, and made me march after 
him, among Rocks and Brambles. At the leaf 
Stumble I made, they both prefented their Piftols 
as if apprehenfive I fhou’d efcape. I then found 
my Death unavoidable, and that they led me in- 
to the thickeft Part of the Wood, only to cut my 
Throat, and leave no Traces of the Murther. [I 
had a Mind to capitulate with ’em. I offer’d ‘em 
my Purfe, and.all I had, to preferve my Life ; 
but they took no Notice, nor made Anfwer. 
Their Silence fpoke plain enough, and confider- 
ing it as a dead Warrant, I refolv’d to fell my 
Life as dear as I cou’d. °Tis over with me, faid 
I to myfeif, and my Death is certain; [’Il die 
bravely however, and ftruggle to efcape the Jaws 
of thefe Blood-Hounds. My Refleétion was fhort, 
fays the German; for in thefe critical Cafes, 
Thought is inftantaneous, and the Action as 
quick as Thought. In fhort, collecting all my 
Force and Prefence of Mind, I flid my Hands 
into my Pockets, and cock’d one of my ei 
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Without confidering that this was the Period of 
my Life if I fail’d, or that the Man at my Back 
cou’d not mifs me, I fir’d my Piftol through my 
great Coat, and brought down the Man that was 
before me. I had fcarce let fly, when turning 
upon him behind me, I open’d my great Coat, 
wrapp’d him in it, and blinded him with it; I 
feiz’d him, overfet him, and tumbling with him, 
fhot him through the Head. As I got up to take 
Breath after this horrible Difpatch, the firft 
whom I imagin’d dead, but was only wounded, 
difcharg’d his Piftol at me, which happily lodg’d 
in the T'runk of an old Tree near me. I fancy'd 
by this Efcape, Providence had aflurd me of 
Victory, and flew upon him that had mifs’d me, 
and fecured him from any further Attempt. As 
foon as I had thus difentangled myfelf, I thought 
of proceeding on my Journey, but found my 
felf jin a new Perplexity: My Horfe, frighted 
at our Cries and the Report of the Piftols, had 
efcaped in the Wood, and much ado I had to 
find him. I was forced to run through the Rocks 
and the Thickets, to trace him out : And during 
this Search, two Things difquieted me. I was 
equally afraid of being furprifed in this Diforder, 
and of being fufpeéted of a Murther, juft as it 
was, or of lofing my Way and ftaying in the 
Wood all Night. Can it be, faid I to myfelf, 
that Heaven, hitherto fo miraculoufly watchful 
over my Prefervation, fhould fcreen me from fo 
horrible a Fate, only to expofe me to greater 
Terrors? No, faid 1, the fame Providence will 
extricate me out of this Labyrinth. At laft I 
faw my Horfe feeding very compofedly at the 
Foot of a Tree. Iran to him, and after having 
wander’d above an Hour more in the Wood, I 
found myfelf at the Side of a Road which ap- 
peared to be the fame I had pafs’d in the Morn- 
ing. J remounted my Horfe, and kept the Eee 
ac 
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*rill I came to the Abby of Pruym, where I have 
fome Relations ; and after having repos’d myfelf 
there fome Days, I fet out for this Place. 

Truly Sir, fays one of the Company, *twasa 
bold Aftair, and a Bravery lefs than yours durft 
attempt nothing in Circumftances where the 
Horrours of Death often take away all Prefence 
of Mind. However, after we had prais’d his 
Valour as it deferv’d, we could not help difcover- 
ing our Aftonifhment at his Rafhnefs in venturing 
through fo dangerous a Country as the Ardennes 
. with two Strangers. The German. confefs’d his 
Indifcretion, But the Marquefs, thinking on 
his own Misfortunes, ask’d him if he was not 
afraid that this Murder, juft, nay, neceflary as 
it was, might give him fome Trouble upon his 
Return through the Country. Not at all, an- 
fwered the German. Firft, becaufe I am inno- 
cent ; and Secondly, the Scene of this Aétion is 
within the Territories of the Abby of Pruym, 
where I have Abundance of Relations; and I 
took Care immediately on my Arrival there, to 
make my Depofition. As the Eleétor of Treves 
is perpetual Adminiftrator of that Abby, and as 
T have the Honour of being known to his High- 
nefs, I have no Apprehenfion of a Sufpicion to 
my Difadvantage, The next Day they fent for . 
the Bodies and hung them upon the Abby Gal- 
-lows.. As that Abby exercifes fovereign Jurif- 
diction, Ihave no Profecution to fear, fays he, 
but from the Monks, who being almoft all m 
- Friends and Relations, they took a pleafing Share 
in the almoft miraculous Prefervation of my Life. 
Befides, as they muft prove their Nobility before 
their Admiffion into that Houfe, they have fome 
Regard to a Gentleman whom they could not 

fufpeét guilty of fuch Villany without defcending 
from the Greatnefs of their own Sentiments. 
We congratulated the German on his good Suc- 
cefs, 
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cefs, and back’d our Congratulations with feveral 
Bumpers which he moft unmercifully made us 
drink However we let him know, that as 
Bobelins we were excus’d, and the Regimen of 
the Waters would not permit us to keep Pace 
with him; but he gave us no Quarter: Another 
Bumper muft be drank to the Succefs of the 
Waters; and if he had ftaid at Spa, I believe 
he had made us as much Germans as himfelf. 
Luckily for our Health the next Day he went 
for Aix la Chapelle, where he was to meet a 
Count, a Friend of his. We fate late at Table, 
fo infinuating was his Converfation ; and at length 
he took Leave of us, we wifh’d him a more happy 
Journey, and faw no more of him. 

As foon as he was retir’d we made fome Re~ 
fleétions upon his Adventure, which we thought 
very fingular : But Mr. Lake interrupted us to 
apprize us that it would be improper to mention 
this Story to the Ladies, as it might fill ‘em 
- with Dread at their Return: And we all promifed 
Silence. “Iwas certainly a prudent Precaution, 
with Regard to the Abbefs particularly, who had 
told us fhe’ defign’d to go by Luxembourg, and 
by Confequence thro’ a Quarter of the Ardennes. 
At laft we difperfed, well {atisfied with the Day, 
‘which had given us more Diverfion than any 
other fince we had been at Spa. Though we 
wanted that noify Mirth which we had at other 
‘Times enjoy’d, we felt no Regret in having fo 
far encroach’d upon the Night, which is a cer- 
tain Proof that a lively Converfation among Per- 
fons of Senfe is the fweeteft Charm of Society. 
This Refle&tion we made with mutual Good Night. 
It ftruck Twelve ; we feparated, every one re- 
tir’d to his Quarters, and we bid one another 
adieu ‘till next Day at Noon, in order to fleep 
according to Agreement. 
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I. A General Diétionary, Hiftorical and Critical, 

in which a mew and accurate T'ranflation 
of that of the Celebrated Mr. Bayle, with the 
Corrections and Obfervations printed in the late 
Edition at Paris, will be included and interfpers’d 
with feveral thoufand Lives, never before pub- 
lifh’d. ‘The Whole containing the Hiftory of the 
moft Illuftrious Perfons of all Ages and Nations ; 
particularly thofe of Great-Britain and Ireland, 
diftinguifhed by their Rank, Adtions, Learning, 
and other Accomplifhments. With Reflections 
on thofe Paffages of Mr. Bayle, which feem to 
favour Scepticifm and Manichee Syflem By the 
Rev. Mr. Bernard, the Rev. Mr. Birch, F. R. S. 
Mr. Tobn Lockman, and éther Hands; and the 
Articles relating to Oriental Hiftory, by Mr. 
George Sale, Editor of the late Edition of the 
Alcovan. 

N. B. Five Volumes are already printed, and this 
valuable Work will be compleated in three Volumes 
more, at 3s. pet Number, containing twenty Sheets 
each Number (which ave delivered monthly, or in 
Volumes) ‘till the whole is compleated. 


2. A Pra&ical Grammer of the Englip Tongue : 
Or, a Rational and ealy Introduction to Speaking 
| at 


BOOKS printed for 

and Writing Englifh correétly and properly. Pe- 
culiarly adapted to the Nature and Genius of the 
Language, and free from the hard and unne- 
ceffary ‘Terms of the Latin Rudiments. The Whole 
treated of in expreflive Terms and familiar Stile, 
and in the moft natural and inftruétive Method, 
viz. That of Queftion and Anfwer. Defigned for. 
the Ufe of Schools: And though calculated for 
fuch as require only an Engli/b Education, may 
yet be a ufeful Foundation to thofe who are de- 
figned for higher Studies. By William Loughton, 
Schoolmafter at Kenfington. Price 15. 6d. or 155. 
a Dozen for the Ufe of Schools. 

The ingenious Author. of the Republick of 
Letters for September 1734, has this Character of 
Mr. Loughton’s Grammar: « The Author, (fays 
‘€ he) in his Praface, gives his Reafons for com- 
‘* piling A Practical Englifh Grammar, which, it 
‘6 minft be own'd, be bad done in fuch a Manner,, 
% as to vender it the beft of the Kind : His Rules 
‘are plain and eafy, concife and clear ; he bas laid 
“s afide the old Terms, and made ufe of {uch as are 
“ more expreffive of the feveral Parts of Speech ; 
“ bis Way of Queftion and Anfwer renders it in- 
‘© telligible to young Capacities — I heartily wih it. 
SC move generally introduced into our Englib Schools, 
“6 fince it would give all thofe whofe Educatoin is, 
“ confin'd to their Mother Tongue, an adequate No- 
Ge tion of it; teach the Fair Sex 10 write more cor- 
“ yetly ; and expedite the Studies of Juch who are 
_ 8 defign’d for the Learned Languages, ‘by fur- 
“ nifbing them avith a proper Idea of the feveral 
“« Parts of Grammar before their Entrance upon the 
86 Latin Rudiments.” 


3. The Vocal Mifcellany ; a Collection of 
above 800 celebrated Sons, many of which were 
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| Tunes prefixed to each Song, in two Pocket Vo. 
Iumes. Price 6s. 
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4. The Platonick Lovers : Confifting of Origi- 
ginal. Letters in Profe and Verfe, that pafs’d be- 
tween an Englifh Lady and an Engh Gentleman 
in France (under the borrowed Names of Clio and. 
Strephon ;) who took an Affection to each other, 
by reading accidentally their occafional Compo- 
fitions. With a Critical Effay, containing fome 
Remarks upon the Nature of Epiftolary and. 
Elegiac Poetry ; and on the moft beautiful Paf- 
fages in thefe Epiftles. By the ingenious Mr. 
Fobn Porter. The Third Edition corrected. In 
a neat Pocket Volume. Price 25. | 

60 But ob ! encroaching Mortal as thou art, 

& Let fHill thy Spirit have the greateft Part 3. 

“© You may admire me all the Ways you can3. 

& Give me the Lover, but keep back the Man.” 

| Clio to Strephon, p-.79- 


5. C. Julius Cafar's Commentaries of his Wars 
in Gaul, and Civil War with Pompey. To which 
is added, a Supplement to his Commentary of his 
Wars in Gaul’; as alfo Commentaries of the Alex- 
andrian, African, and Spanifb Wars ; with the 
Author’s Life. Adorn’d with Sculptures from 
the Defigns of Palladio. Made Englifh from the 
original Latin, by Col. Martin Bladen, one of 
the Lords Commiffioners of Trade and Planta- 
tions. Swo. Price 4s. | , 


6. The Adventures of Proteus, ot Love in 
feveral Shapes, &%c. Being a moft diverting Sort 
of Novels, never before publifhed. By Mrs. Her- 
bert, ‘The Second Edition, 8vo. Price 4s. 64: 

| OU 7. Lhe 


BOOKS printed, &c 
7. The Frauds of Romifh Monks and Priefts;, 
fet forth in eight Letters, lately written by aa 
Gentleman in his Journey to /taly, and publifhedi 
for the Benefit of the Publick. “The Fifth Edi-- 
tion, in 2 Vols. 120. Price 5s. 


8. A Journey from London to Scarborough, im 
feveral Letters from a Gentleman there to hiss 
Friend in London: Confifting of an Account of! 
every thing curious and worthy Obfervation ini 
the feveral Towns, Villages, and Gentlemens: 
Seats in his Journey thither : With a Defcription: 
of Scarborough, and its beautiful Situation : ‘The: 
various Diverfions, and agreeable Amufements of! 
the Place. The Second Edition, with Additions... 
Price ”1f 


9. The Scarborough Mifcellany : Being a Col- . 
lection of Original Poems, Tales, Songs, Epi-. 
grams, Lampoons, Satires and Panygericks, mms 
for the Year 1532. 

Lf Hills like Hemus can delight afford, 

And Vales with Sweets like thofe of Tempe ford; 

If Springs whofe Fame like thofe of Bath allures 

Promifcuous Throns, and boafis of greater Cures ; 

If rural Scenes with courtly Converfe join’d, 

Divert the Senfe, and entertain the Mind; 

No wonder then thefe Northern Scenes I chufe —— 

10. The Scarborough Mifcellany for the 
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11. The Scarborough Mifcellany — for the Year 
1734 Price 15. 
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